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Treaty Six Chiefs Gain U.K. Support 



A delegation of 25 Indian Chiefs from Western 
Canada on Thursday, November 25, 1993 suc¬ 
cessfully appealed for and received support and 
assistance from members of the British Parlia¬ 
ment on treaty grievances and other unresolved 
Indian First Nations-Canada conflicts. 

Eminent Lords and Members of the British 
House of Commons agreed to: (a) form an all 
party committee on Aboriginal peoples and (b) 
advance a motion in Parliament calling upon the 
British and Canadian Governments to support 
the Commonwealth Secretariat convening a con¬ 
ference on Indian Treaties. Prior to supporting 
the motion, Lord Ennals commented on the 
presentations, stating “There is power here to 
make the changes you need to improve the 
situation of your peoples.” 

The diplomatic delegation met the following 
day with representatives of the Commonwealth 
Secretariat to set the framework for future 
developments. Prior to these historic meetings, 
the delegation of Indian Chiefs met with officials 
from the Foreign Affairs and Commonwealth 
Affairs Department of the British Government to 
discuss human rights and treaty rights viola¬ 
tions. The week long diplomatic visit, supported 
by the U.K. based Survival International group, 
was completed by the Treaty Six Chiefs submit¬ 
ting an invitation to Her Royal Highness Queen 
Elizabeth II to visit the Treaty Indian territory 
before or during the opening of the 1994 Com¬ 
monwealth Games in Victoria, Canada. 

Chief Alphonse Lameman stated after the 
meeting at the House of Commons that: “This is 
indeed a historic event; we can now rely on an 
independent external body to assist in our 
struggle to have our rights respected. We will 
shortly be making diplomatic representations to 
the Canadian Government to invite the Prime 
Minster to participate in a genuine bilateral 
process to uphold the intent and spirit of the 
Treaties.” 

The eminent British jurist Lord Denning in 
private meetings with the delegation earlier in 
the week supported and recognized the right of 
First Nations self-determination as a basic hu¬ 
man right which is protected by the treaties with 
the Crown. The Chiefs consulted U.K. human 
rights experts to assist in advancing their case. 
The Chiefs and Survival International provided 
a legal opinion to the House of Commons that the 
Indian title and Indian Treaties were founded on 
international law. 

The diplomatic visit of the Chiefs was led by 
spiritual advisors who held pipe ceremonies 
before and during the meetings. These elders 
stressed in all presentations, including those at 
the Universities of Leeds, Oxford and Manches¬ 
ter that the Indian law was to be respected. 



Background to the 
Chiefs’ diplomatic 
visit to the U.K 

Since the rejection of the assimilation option 
proposed by the federal government in 1969, 
the First Nations of Canada have attempted to 
establish terms of mutual respect and co¬ 
existence consistent with the Treaties. The 
federal and provincial governments however 
have continued to pursue their policies of 
domination and extinguishment. Eleven years 
ago, the First Nations fought to have their 
rights respected through Canadian constitu¬ 
tional proposals submitted to the U.K. At that 
time, the Chiefs secured the assistance of a 
group of Lords and MPs who proposed amend¬ 
ments to the Canada Act. 

In 1982, the Alberta Case brought before the 
British Courts held that Indian title “was 
superior to all others”, that Indian customs 
had the force of law and should be respected 
and that treaty rights existed and were “recog¬ 
nized and affirmed” but there was confusion 
as to the content and application of these 
treaty and Aboriginal rights. Lord Denning 
held that the rights guaranteed by the Royal 
Proclamation of 1763 were “ill defined”, and 
constitutional conferences would be held to 
seek Canada-First Nations agreement on 
future relations. 
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Hobbema Boy’s Suicide Calls Into 
Question Child Welfare Reforms 


by Brian Savage 

The recent suicide of a young Hobbema boy has 
focused attention once again not only on condi¬ 
tions that exist on reserves but also to the need 
for provincial government reforms to child wel¬ 
fare care. 

Mel Buffalo, a spokesperson for the Samson 
band, was quoted in the Edmonton Journal as 
saying that as many as “20 percent of our 
children” are in distriss. 

“That’s horrendous,” Buffalo stated. “In any 
other community of 5000 people that would be a 

A central problem, according to the Samson 
Band leadership, is the lack of funding for foster 
parents. Although this issue has been brought to 
the province’s attention, Buffalo says the prov¬ 
ince is cutting back. 

Just prior to his recent announcement of 
resignation as Children’s Advocate, Alberta Na¬ 
tive News spoke to Bemt Walter about the 
situation of Native children who alone comprise 
half the child welfare cases in the province. 

“There’s not enough real resources to make it 
possible to keep those kids in their communi¬ 
ties,” declared Walter, calling the situation “very 
complicated.” 

While indicating that a recent plan by Social 
Services Minister Mike Cardinal showed move¬ 
ment to greater Native participation in child 
welfare, “the funding isn’t there. 

“Obviously on the reserve the funding is 
supposed to come from the federal government so 
there’s a federal component to look at. Natives 
are saying ‘give us more control, more authority 
over our families’, but they are also saying, ‘don’t 
push this on us until we’re ready to provide the 
services, till we have the infrastructure, the staff 
competencies and the systems to make it work, 
and to actually take it on in a way that is not 
crisis driven, that does keep the children safe.’ 
That is the overwhelming message. 

“It cannot be a unilateral drive to either off¬ 
load or transfer authority for the sake of trans¬ 
ferring authority. It has to be managed very 
carefully. There has to be consensually-worked 
out standards and monitoring and accountabil¬ 
ity mechanisms as well as the whole structure of 
services to make the system work or else you’re 
setting it up for failure.” 

Walter says case workers involved with Native 
children can face frustrating decisions in their 

“I’ve heard stories of where Native case work¬ 
ers have been working all weekend taking 
children from very risky situations but they’ve 
got no place to put them because they don’t have 
the services or the resources.” 

Walter resigned from the government after 
releasing a detailed report in August on the 
province’s child welfare system. The report took 
a year and a half to write and cost almost 
$300,000 to complete. 

“I gave them what hasbeencalleda world-class 
blueprint to make a very effective child welfare 
system and it hasn’t been given a moment’s 
notice,” Walter told the Edmonton Journal. 

The new plan unveiled by the province was 


condemned by Walter as “anti¬ 
child” and pandering to “right- 
wing rhetoric.” 

The plan as announced by 
Mike Cardinal calls for chil¬ 
dren to be reinstated with con¬ 
victed abusive parents if they 
can show some elements of 
rehabilitation. 

In the case of the young nine- 
year old boy who had entered 
into a suicide pact with his 
three sisters, the story is one of 
neglect and despair. 

In 1985 the child was taken 
from his teenaged mother for a 
period of 18 months because of 
neglect. For some reason, he 
was later returned to his 
mother after the province 
deemed not to make him a permanent ward. 

Along with his siblings the boy was abandoned 
three times by his family and there is suspicion 
of a history of sexual and physical abuse. The 
child followed through with his suicide plans last 
month. 

Ray Lazanik is the new commissioner of 
services for children for Alberta. 

“My job is to look at and work on reorganizing 
children’s services, to begin to address better 
some of the concerns (regarding Native chil¬ 
dren),” says Lazanik, adding that he has also 
been charged by the province “to identify and 
come up with solutions. 

“My plans are to start contacting Native 
organizations and discussing with them how to 



get greater support to Native kids and families 
and support to Native organizations if it isn’t 
sufficient. 

“But I need to be talking to them and hopefully 
people interested in talking to me will also 
contact me.” 

So far, Lazanik has not heard from any Native 
band or organization. 

“My overall assignment is for 18 months but I 
hope to have in six months some pretty concrete 
actions underway,” says Lazanik, who adds that 
he “hopes” the government will look at his 
suggestions but “my job is to make recommenda¬ 
tions to the government so (any decisions) will 
depend on the government’s response to those 
recommendations.” 
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Holiday Message From Minister Ronald A. Irwin 

The holiday season is traditionally a happy time - a time for family and friends - a time 
for new beginnings. 

This year has been an important one for me, for the government, and for the people of this 
country. Wc are about to start out on a new road together, a road that I hope will lead 
in the southern part of our great land. 

The Government of Canada has made a commitment to build a country whose economy 
is strong and which respects social justice; a country proud of its diversity-a country that 
is honest, compassionate and competent. 

Part of this commitment is aimed squarely at Aboriginal people and Northern commu¬ 
nities, and as Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development that is my particular 
challenge for the coming period. I have already had a number of meetings with key 
Aboriginal and Northern leaders. I have taken pan in the opening of the new legislature 
in the Northwest Territories, visited with regional chiefs to hear about their plans and 
concerns, and toured Native communities to sec first hand the progress that has been made 
and the needs that still exist. 

What I have learned so far convinces me more than ever that we face important challenges 
- but together. First Nations, Northerners, the Government of Canada, and indeed all 
Canadians have the potential to achieve great things. I look forward to working with you 
to make that goal a reality. 

I wish you all a happy holiday season! 
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Woman Compensated 
for RCMP Mistreatment 


by Ryan Edwards laundry. As well, Nowdluk-Reynolds had to ride 

An Inuit woman who was sexually assaulted in to court in the same van as her attacker, with 
1990 has been awarded $100,000 by the federal only a wire mesh between them, 
government in an out-of-court settlement, as a "" 
result of her treatment by RCMP in the period 
leading up to the trial of her attacker. 

In January of this year, the RCMP Complaints 
Commission had concluded that Kitty Nowdluk- 
Reynolds had been treated insensitively by the 
RCMP. 

Nowdluk-Reynolds had been raped in Iqaluit 
in the Northwest Territories in June of 1990. In 
late August of that year, the RCMP arrested her 
at her home in Surrey, when she did not obey a 
subpoena to return to Iqaluit to appear as a 
witness in the trial of her attacker. 

It took almost eight days for Nowdluk-Reynolds 
to be taken to Iqaluit. Part of the reason was that 
an RCMP escort overslept, causing them to miss 
their flight. During that period of time, Nowdluk- 
Reynolds was imprisoned in five jail cells, and 
also spent three days working in a prison 


apology to Nowdluk-Reynolds, and said he was 
“absolutely appalled” at the behaviour of several 
Mounties who brought discredit to the RCMP. 
Inkster said the officers who were involved were 
dealt with internally, but did not elaborate on 
whether or how they had been disciplined. 

Renee Taylor, Nowdluk-Reynolds’ lawyer, was 
quoted as saying that her client “feels very 
strongly that it (her poor treatment by RCMP) 
was because she was Inuit.” 
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Diplomatic visit 

Continued from Page 2 

Her Royal Highness Queen Elizabeth II, upon 
giving royal assent to the Canada Act as the 
independence constitution of Canada (April 17, 
1982) stated that “the rights of the Aboriginal 
people are recognized with full opportunity for 
further definition.” Six major constitutional ini¬ 
tiatives by Canada and the First Nations did not 
result in any action. Instead, the federal and 
provincial governments continued their policy of 
denying the existence of First Nations rights and 
freedoms by specific legislation, Federal and 
Provincial Agreements, and denial of the exist¬ 
ence of treaty rights in the courts. 

With the option of negotiations closed, the 
First Nations were forced into the Canadian 
Courts however Aboriginal and Treaty rights 
have been denied recognition by the Courts 
which have recently held (Bear Island, 
Delgamuukw) that these have long since been 
extinguished by one sided views of treaties or 


superseded by federal legislation since 1867, 
making the guarantees in Section 35 of the 
Constitution Act meaningless. The Treaty Six 
First Nations have consistently stated that the 
time and funds wasted arguing the existence of 
Indian rights should be directed to ensure that 
these rights are applied so the standard of living 
in Indian communities could be improved. 

The failure of negotiations over the past 
decade, the result of this on the First Nations 
communities in terms of deplorable statistical 
indicators and the Treaty Chiefs pleas for politi¬ 
cal support were detailed in briefs submitted to 
the British Government Foreign Affairs Office 
and a special Forum organized in the House of 
Commons. This initiative was approved by the 
Treaty Six Chiefs after the specific rejection of 
future Indian rights discussions by the Con¬ 
servative Government in the aftermath of the 
failure of the Charlottetown Accord. The new 
Liberal government has offered to reopen Indian 
rights discussions, however the Chiefs are con¬ 
cerned that the Canadian approach of unilater¬ 
alism and imposed negotiating structures will 
continue. 
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Gerald Morin Speaks Out on Inquiry Results 

bv Brian Savaee # 


Gerald Morm, legal representative for the 
Prince Alberta Tribal Council, says that while 
efforts of the Hughes Commission looking into 
the circumstances of the Leo Lachance murder 
trial, were “appreciated,” the Tribal Council was 
disappointed by the legal recommendations. 

“I think some of their findings and analysis cry 
out for some more detailed recommendations 
specific to this particular issue. For instance, 
they make only two recommendations. 

“The Cree-speaking officer (recommendation) 
stems from the fact that in this particular case 
they would have been able to get far more 
information if an officer had been able to speak to 
Leo Lachance and get the actual place where he 
was shot, because he was alive for a certain 
number of hours.” 

The other recommendation centered on greater 
racial awareness training for police and prosecu- 

“(That) goes without saying,” observes Morin, 
“though both prosecutors and police say they 
have this particular training, it’s obviously not 
working.” 

Another concern of Morin reinforced by a call 
from Justice Minister Bob Mitchell, concerns the 
licensing of gun shop owners. 

“If they espouse any type of hatred against a 
racial or minority group then you should look at 
making it impossible for them to obtain a license 
to sell guns. That type of hatred mixed with guns 
is very dangerous.” 

The Tribal Council is preparing to discuss the 
report among the twelve chiefs to establish their 
own recommendations. According to Morin, one 
item might be employment equity on the Prince 
Albert police force, the prosecutors unit and the 
creation of a special unit if racism is involved in 
any kind of an assault. 

The reaction, according to Morin, on the part of 
the Lachance family, is one of suspicion and an 



HAIDA BEAR «n\u* 


awareness that they will never know the full 
truth of what happened to Leo Lachance. 

“Lachance’s brother doesn’t believe, never 
believed, the two corrections officers in the gun 
shop. It’s too bad but people still lie is basically 
what he’s saying, and in the other sense he’s 


saying, yeah, I’m glad it’s over and I’ll have to live 
with the fact I’ll never know that portion of the 
matter.” 

Morin is quick to take exception to the reaction 
by the police who were at the Hughes Commis¬ 
sion press conference. 

“They said right from the start we knew we’d be 
vindicated, we did nothing wrong; that’s not 
what I heard. I thought the report said, you guys 
made mistakes, you took on a theory too quickly, 
too readily, and did not look beyond because you 
do NOT understand racism. I think that’s a key 
point; you do not understand the implications 
and ramifications of racist attitudes that are 
ingrained in a person that spouts hatred. It is 
more than a passing comment such as ‘I don’t like 
a person.’ It is an ingrained hatred and so from 
that viewpoint it’s more than saying, look you 
guys made a mistake. They’re saying no, we’ve 
been vindicated.... Like I said, I don’t know if 
they read the same report.” 

Morin found one very telling remark in the 
report that said if the police had done their job 
this store would not have been opened. He says 
that “this is where I see the criticism of the police. 
They were told, you guys didn’t do your job.” 

The question of whether or not Nerland was an 
RCMP informant was not addressed by the 
report. The Hughes Commission did not have the 
authority to look at that. 

But Morin is concerned by what he calls “some 
inadequacies” contained in the report. “They 
discount or discredit Nerland’s remarks as it 
relates to certain policemen being racist, but yet 
they do not take into account one police officer 
who specifically stated there were white 
supremacist sympathizers on the police force.” 

Morin characterizes the report’s release as 
chapter one of a process and “what we do and 
what we recommend will be chapter two. Chap¬ 
ter three will be how all recommendations are 
implemented.” 
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Viewpoint 


Sty's Pen 


Give it back 


by Del Sty 


On the vast Canadian prairie lies a tiny city 
called Regina, Saskatchewan. It’s one of the best 
kept secrets in Canada, a virtual man-made 
oasis in the desert. Regina is the capital of 
Saskatchewan, home to 167,000 souls, a lot of 
these folk of First Nation or Metis descent. 

The city has an idiosyncratic identity as home 
of the Saskatchewan Roughriders, the pygmy- 
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sized CFL franchise with the 
reknownedest fans in the world. 

Oh by the way, Natives and whites go 
their separate ways pretty much. For 
instance, whites pour into the stadium 
on game day. Natives live behind it on 
a tract filled with tenements called 
Moccasin Flats and sell parking spots 
on game day. 

In 1889 Regina was the site ofthe trial 
and execution of Louis Riel, Founder of 
Manitoba, Leader of the Riel Rebellion. 
At that time Regina had only just been 
gerry mandered into being as capital of 
the Northwest Territory. 

Today in terms of race relations it is 
the rough equivalent of the Gaza Strip. 
Rampant racism is a constant under¬ 
current, while Junkers raid the Treas¬ 
ury or Baptists experiment with social 
engineering. The cultural ignominy 
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The buffalo was the primary industry 
of the Plains Indians. White folks piled 
the skeletal remains of the great herds 
mountains in Regina (nee Pile O’Bones) uritil the 
Iron Horse took them away to eastern fertilizer 
factories. 

It remains to be seen why they put a city where 
they did in Regina. There’s no water. Okay, 
there’s some foul water. Then you look closely at 
the map and see all the Indian Bands round 
there. You remember that Riel was hanged there 
and that the RCMP have long been trained there, 
and it stands to reason that the whole commu¬ 
nity exists expressly to intimidate the persistent 
local nationalist Cree and those lingering Sioux, 
two nations with ample experience in either 
cultural or bloody conflict with over-bearing and 
often-conniving intruders. 

The “urban reserve” issue festering in nearby 
Ft. Qu’Appelle provides one of those situations 
that can help you understand a little bit about 
southern Saskatchewan, including Regina. (And 
you should want to understand the place where 
such enmity boils beneath the surface). 

“We’ve been trying to resolve this situtaion for 
many years now, and now that all the serious 
negotiations are over the redneck slurs and 
threats have surfaced once again,” said Noel 



Starblanket, land acquisition manager, 
Starblanket First Nations. (See story, this issue: 
Saskatchewan Band Wants Urban Reserve.) 

Starblanket said most of the town council 
favors the Band’s aspirations for a reserve in Ft. 
Qu’Appelle, “but some of the loud-mouth bigots 
in town continue to interfere.” 

Starblanket rightly points out that, due to the 
unhindered sunshine, the white farmer folk 
round Ft. Qu’Appelle get furiously red necks in 
summer. Curiously the bigotry stays year round. 
(Nor is the urban reserve, the only issue between 
whites and Natives. Most of the Qu’Appelle 
Valley chain of lakes is Indian land under 
contention over the conditions of the long-term 
leases some of which are up soon.) 

Nevertheless the bigots can hardly afford to 
badger potential investors about the colour of 
their skin or the nature of their culture. They 
should surrender a few blocks of territory to 
Starblanket and get used to surrendering. Be¬ 
cause before you know it, due to the management 
of the current stewards, that roughly 600,000 sq. 
km. known as “Saskatchewan” will be bankrupt. 
They’ll have to give back everything they don’t 
really need. 
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Future Bleak says 
NCC President 

by John Copley 

President of the Native Council of Canada 
(NCC), Ron George, says a growing popula¬ 
tion and an ever-increasing unemployment 
rate leaves the country’s urban Natives with 
a bleak future. 

Speaking recently at a conference on hu¬ 
man rights held in Edmonton, George said 
Ottawa must remedy past injustices and 
deal with the rising urban population of 
Native people. 

Over 42,000 non-status and Metis reside in 
Edmonton - an increase of over 50% since 
1986, and George says this rise in population 
combined with no jobs “could lead to an 
explosive situation in some urban centres - 
particularly here in the west.” 

Unemployment among Canada’s first citi¬ 
zens is more than twice the national average 
and George says it’s time Ottawa stopped 
ignoring them. 

“It would mean reaching out to people 
instead of ignoring them. It would mean 
listening to them instead of controlling them. 
It would mean respecting them instead of 
denigrating them. And it would mean 
including them instead of excluding them." 
said George. 

He reminded the conference of some of the 
ways the federal government has stripped 
Native people oftheir land. As an example he 
cited the fact that despite having volun¬ 
teered for duty during previous wars, Native 
people returning home were told they’d lost 
their status because they’d been away from 
the reserve for too long. 

“It makes you wonder whose freedom they 
were defending,” he said. 

George also reminded those present that it 
wasn’t until 1960 that Native people were 
finally allowed to vote in federal elections. 

The NCC represents over 750,000 Aborigi¬ 
nal people who are designated as Metis or 
non-status Indians. 
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The 1993 Alberta Human Rights Award recipi¬ 
ent is Doreen Spence of Calgary. The award was 
presented by Gaiy Mar, Minister Responsible for 
the Alberta Human Rights Commission, at an 
awards ceremony, December 10. 

This year’s award recognizes Mrs. Spence’s 
many years of volunteer work in the field of 
Human Rights. She has been a nurse for over 35 
years and has dedicated countless volunteer 
hours to numerous boards and agencies associ¬ 
ated with the Aboriginal community in the 
greater Calgary area. 

“Through her commitment to family, work, 
and community — in particular the Native 
community — Mrs. Spence demonstrates how 
we can all make a difference,” says Jack O’Neill, 
Chief Commissioner of the Alberta Human 
Rights Commission. 

“It is especially appropriate to honour her 
efforts in this the United Nations Year for the 
World’s Indigenous Peoples.” 

Mrs. Spence has been President of the Plains 
Indians Cultural Survival School Society since 
1983. She has been active in many organiza¬ 
tions, including Alberta Civil Liberties Associa¬ 
tion, Citizens Against Racism, Native Employ¬ 
ment Services Association, Rotary Club, Univer¬ 
sity of Calgary and Mount Royal College. She 
recently started a new organization, the Cana¬ 
dian Indigenous Women’s Resource Institute. 
The Institute provides educational forums for 
Native and non-Native communities on issues 
facing the Aboriginal community, particularly 
Native women. 

In 1992, Mrs. Spence received several awards 
for her contributions to Human Rights. They 
included the Chief David Crowchild Award and 
the International Spiritual Elder Award (New 


The car. It can detect the 
subtle buzzing of a bee 
through clover, a trout splash 
in a brook, or a songbird high 
in the white spruce. 


We’re working in concert 
with nature. 


No one enjoys the sounds of 
nature more than we do. At 
Weyerhaeuser Canada Ltd. 
we’re responsible for vast 
tracts of Alberta’s forest. And 
we’re careful in the application of 
our forestry practices. When we 
harvest a stand of trees, we use 
sound management techniques to 
minimize our effect on nature's 
sights and sounds. 















Member of “extinct 
band” ordered out 
of Canada 

by Ryan Edwards 

The federal government has ordered Robert 
Watt, a Native who says he is a member of an 
Indian band that the government claims is 
extinct, to leave Canada. 

Watt says he is a member of the Sinixt, or 
Arrow Lakes, First Nation, who roamed what is 
now the interior of British Columbia, and the 
state of Washington for about 3,500 years. 

However, in 1950, the Canadian government 
had declared that the Sinixt were extinct, after 
the last registered member of the band died. The 
government claims that the Sinixt band was 
decimated by smallpox, and that many band 
members married into or were absorbed into 
neighbouring bands. 

The Canadian Press reports that Watt states 
that there were more Sinixt members than the 
Canadian government realized, and that they 
were a nomadic and unassimilated people who 
kept to wilderness areas artd avoided Canadian 
census takers. Watt believes that several hun¬ 
dred Sinixt are still living in the interior of 


British Columbia. 

In the state of Washington, Watt’s birth¬ 
place, the Sinixt are recognized as one of the 
Colville Confederated Tribes. 

An official with the federal government’s 
immigration and refugee board said that Watt 
has no legal status in Canada. 
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For the last five years, Watt has been a 
caretaker at an ancient Native burial site, 
located in the West Kootenay area. He has been 
given until December 16 to voluntarily leave 
Canada. His lawyer told the CP he will apply to 
the Federal Court of Canada for permission to 
appeal the decision. 
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Laml Claims 


Saskatchewan Band 
Wants Urban Reserve 

by John Copley 

Nearly 10 years of negotiations has still not resolved land claim disputes 
in Fort Qu’Appelle, Saskatchewan, where instead of a peaceful co¬ 
existence between the Native and non-Native communities there is a state 
of undeclared war. 

And the tension has grown out of the following issue: the Starblanket 
First Nations of south-central Saskatchewan owns six lots in the town of 
Fort Qu’Appelle and wants the area to fall under the jurisdiction of the 
Band. 

Noel Starblanket, the senior economic advisor and land acquisition 
manager for Starblanket First Nations, acts as chief negotiator for the 
group putting the finishing touches on this urban reserve project. 

He said it’s becoming a very heated situation. “We’ve been trying to 
resolve this situation for many years now, and now that all the serious 
negotiations are over the redneck slurs and threats have surfaced once 

The efforts of the Band have been “non-stop and on-going since 1989. 
That’s when the intense negotiations to have the reserve located within the 
town limits really began. 

“The town,” he continued, “had some real concerns and we’ve attempted 
to negotiate with them in good faith.” 

Starblanket said it’s the vocal minority that have been fanning the 
flames in an effort to stop the dreams of the majority. 

“The mayor and a few (town) council members as well and the Chamber 
of Commerce have been very positive toward this agreement but the rest 
of the council and some of the loud-mouth bigots in town continue to 
interfere.” 

Starblanket said grimly, “I’m afraid if this issue is not settled soon the 
next step may be to boycott the town.” 

He said the racial insults have even included threats against him 
personally if he continues to fulfill the dream of the Native people. 

Starblanket First Nation has recognized leadership among the Bands 
surrounding the town. “We are leaders in the movement for Native self- 
government. We have always been advocates of self-government and we 
are determined to one day have it.” 

Starblanket said that when his forefathers negotiated the treaties “we 
agreed to share the land and its value with these newcomers. Now they no 
longer want to share. Instead they call us names and say we are not 
entitled to anything. Some have even said (on national television) that it’s 
the Indians of the country who are responsible for the country’s deficit.” 




Perry Belgarde of the Touchwood Filehills Qu’Appelle (TFHQ) Tribal 
Council said Starblanket is correct in his stand and must remain strong 
especially as this related to jurisdiction. “Some town members have taken 
a tough stand on the reserve issue but Indian people must retain what is 
inherently theirs,” said he. 

And Starblanket insists, “We must retain our rights and that means we 
must have the right to enforce our own bylaws. We must put the past 
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At Royal Trust we recognize the need to be flexible, creative and sensitive 
to the issues affecting Aboriginal groups. And, we provide unmatched 
experience and expertise in Aboriginal financial matters, with the best 
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Urban Reserve 

Continued from Page 9 


having a reserve here. Especially as it relates to 
the jurisdiction question.” She has no problems 
with bylaw jurisdiction as long as it complies 
with similar bylaws currently in place in the 
behind us. This area is making no significant town. . 

economic progress because we are not working as And as to the racial tension. Yes, there have 

one cohesive unit. It’s time to start working been comments made,” she said, “but it’s not a 
together, but I’m afraid that it is not the objective one-sided street. Both sides have been adamant 
of some people in town who want no changes and on certain issues. 

who prefer to live in the past.” “Many of those involved are confrontational by 

The mayor of Fort Qu’Appelle, Fran Hahn, said their nature,” she said, to explain the level of 
that despite the tense situation she believes an tension. Many people are speaking ahead of 
agreement is close at hand. “There has been thinking. 

some problem,” she admitted, “but I can see no The fact remains that those 16 Bands nearby 


HUJIlC pxuutcill, OUC auum-ucu, ..V. _ A .... . , 

obstacle that will prevent the Band from having spend well in excess of $120 millions a year in the 
a reserve here." regionandtheyemployagreatnumberofpeople. 

She said more and more the town council “Right here e employ over 300 people in Native 

members are agreeing to put an end to the issue organizations and businesses,” said Starblanket. 
and are attempting to resolve the situation in a “And 170 of those people are non-Native. The 
positive fashion. payroll is in excess of $10 million annually. And 

“I admit,” she said, “that at first I did not that’s a complete opposite for non-Native busi- 
completely understand the total involvement of ness operators who employ very few Native 


?our hearts 6e open at Christmas so that the 
Circle of 9ovc and (Peace may grow... 
t»y you have a prosperous, Julfllllng < I'(ew year' 
Season s greetings to Canada’s JJlrst 'lotions... 


CHIEF: EDDIE TALLMAN 
Band Council, Elders, 

Staff and Band Members of the 





(403) 767-3914 

FAX (403) 767-3814 


General Delivery 
Atikameg, Alberta TOGOCO 



Mayor Hahn doesn’t have enough information 
to determine who is hiring or not hiring accord- petition lack the courage of their convictions, 
ing to race, but she said the Bands generate and said Mayor Hahn, who added that she 


enrich the economy of the i 
“We would definitely not be as fluid an area 
without the economic input from the reserves.” 

Starblanket said the urban reserve can only 
help the area to prosper. And he said that he 
Band is more than willing to accept responsibil¬ 
ity for their share of costs. 


disappointed in the turnout at the meeting “We 
as a town council can not sign a services contract 
without the approval of the people. They must 


But here Starblanket disagreed. ‘We or 
verbal agreement, then the racial voi< 
faced and many of the people, especially the 


“We’ve agreed to pay water and sewer costs and elderly, are remaining silent for fear of reprisals 
to develop our land in a manner which will from their neighbours. It is unfortunate that a 
correspond to current town bylaws. We are combination of bigotry and naivety can result in 
willing to give an annual grant to the town, a backward steps instead of forward progress. It’s 
grant that will guarantee the town more money time for everyone to start thinking about the 
that it is currently receiving from the feds. We future.” 

are not looking for business or personal advan- The Band will be ready by planning a strategy 
tages. We only want what we are entitled to to ensure the vote at month’s end will be a fair 
under federal and provincial laws.” one. Starblanket said too many people who 

A bylaw vote will be held at the end of signed the petition did not know what they were 
December. Recently the town held a meeting to signing. 

discuss it and less than 150 turned up, but over “Intimidation of the elderly, that’s about what 
300 signatures appeared on the petition to stop itamountsto,”hesaid. “People have told me they 
the Band from declaring a reserve in town limits, signed because they were told to. The facts were 
Meanwhile, around the same time over 600 never explained properly. Many have heard only 
people filled the local arena to support a one side of the issue. Unfortunately, it’s an 
Starblanket hockey team. extremely biased side. We want a fair chance 

“This shows that some of those who signed the and we will be making sure we get it.” 


Warm wishes for the holiday season and all the best in the coming year, 

Sandy Desjarlais, Settlement Administrator, 
Council and Members of the 

^ FISHIN8 LAKE 


METIS SETTLEMENT 


General Delivery, Sputinow P.O., Fishing Lake, AB TOA 3G0 
Phone (403) 943-2202 or fax (403) 943-2575 


May the good spirits guide you and keep you safe this holiday season... 
and may the Creator bring prosperity, strength and guidance to all the 
First Nations in the New Year. 


Season's Greetings from the 

IMaskapi NNADAP Program and the 

Naskapi Band of Quebec 
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Box 970, Schefferville, Quebec GOG 2T0 
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(Wishing you (Peace, (Health and happiness 
in this <Joy<ms geason and throughout the year ( 


The Metis Settlements General Council 
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Metis Settlements Transition Commission 
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Tel: (403) 488-6500 
Fax; (403) 488-5700 
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10525-170 Street 
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Speaking Out 


Cheslatta Ask Feds 
to Intervene in Kemano Project 

Last month Chief Marvin 
Charlie of the Cheslatta Carrier 
i Nation wrote a letter to Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien to con¬ 
gratulate him on the overwhelm¬ 
ing electoral victory of the Lib¬ 
eral party. He conveyed that the 
Cheslatta People are pleased 
the Liberal Party has formed a 
majority in the House of Com¬ 
mons and look forward to work¬ 
ing with the new administration 
I innegotiatingandresolvingout- 
standing issues of Aboriginal 
rights and title. Excerpts of Chief 
Charlie’s letter appear below: 

The most pressing issue facing 
my nation is Alcan’s Kemano 
Completion Project. Cheslatta 
J Nation researchers have been 
keeping your party informed of 
the many issues surrounding 
this project for many months 
now. Prime Minister, on Octo¬ 
ber 5,1993 you made a commit¬ 
ment to one of our researchers, 

John Hummel, that your party 
, would take immediate action. It 
is urgent you step in quickly 
since a provincial review of this 
project got underway November 9,1993. This review ignores the concerns 
of my nation and the other 150 First Nations in British Columbia; which 
will be affected by this project. It also ignores the deep concerns of all 
British Columbians about the long-lasting impacts of Kemano Comple- 

It is urgent your government ask for a postponement of this provincial 
review until your government has a full opportunity to review its options. 
It would be most unfair to your government, to my nation and all residents 
of British Columbia, if this review goes ahead without that happening. 
There are too many flaws in this review. I believe it needs to be overhauled. 
When that happens, we can then join with your government and the 
Government of B.C. in a joint inquiry into the Kemano Completion Project. 

So far, many of our concerns about the review have fallen on the deaf 
ears of politicians in Victoria. I now believe our concerns could be 
addressed as your government moves quickly to take the leadership role 
on this project review. The federal government abandoned that leadership 
role October 12,1990 when it granted Alcan a special exemption from the 
federal environmental review regulations. That action was condemned 
I earlier this year by a joint Senate-House of Commons committee as “illegal 



- ^Landlords 
In Our Own 


Land 


Our privately-held development corporations have bull and leased residential and commercial space and 
provide property development services in nine communities in Canada's eastern Arctic. 

Our 150 shareholders are Inuit. With the assistance of three venture capital companies backed by over a 
hundred non-lnurt shareholders, we've been putting our money where it counts - in biddings 
lor businesses and people in the Arctic. 

Our projects have made us landlords in our own land. Development is providing business, employment and 
IraWng opportunities. And more importantly, a promising future lor our chidren. 

Together with you, we're investing in Canada's Mure. Canada's Arctic. 
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and unconstitutional.” Therefore, your government needs time, as do we 
to help establish a credible federal-provincial review. 

A credible federal-provincial review is the only way your government can 
hve up to the commitment you made in your October 5,1993 letter In that 
ktter you said “The Liberal Party ... supports a review of the implications 
ot the Kemano Completion Project.” You went on to say, “Should we form 
the next government, we would join the B.C. Utilities Public Review and 
would make available to the Public Review, all information in federal 
possession which is relevant to the proceedings. We would cooperate with 
the review in seeking the evidence of current and former government 
employees with input pertinent to the proceedings. A Liberal government 
would also undertake an immediate study of all available options to 
ensure the maintenance of sustainable fisheries and a sustainable 
regional economy in the Nechako region and the well-being of the 
Aboriginal peoples, who are affected by the completion of the Kemano 
project.” 

Your government includes two of the most respected Aboriginal people 
in Canada, the Hon. Ethel Blondin-Andrew and the Hon. Elijah Harper, 
both of whom are very familiar with Cheslatta Nation and the impacts of 
Alcan’s Kemano projects. On behalf of Cheslatta Nation I would like to 
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Open Letter To Prime Minister Jean Chretien 

From Ovide Mercredi, National Chief, Assembly of First Nations 


‘Happy ‘Holidays 
to you and yours. 

SSr namerind 

now mil always HOUSING CORPORATION 


NAMERIND HOUSING CORPORATION 

is a Non-profit Housing Corporate) which rents low 
income housing units to Aboriginal families in fhe City 
of Regina. 

The units are located throughout the City and range from 
one to five bedroom units and various senior citizen units. 
To qualify for a unit you have to be Aboriginal with a family. 
For more Information please contact our office in Regina. 


Pour decades ago, the Cheslatta People were 
flooded out of their homes by Phase I of the Alcan 
Kemano Project. The social, environmental and 
economic devastation caused by that flooding 
continues today. The drowned traplines, and 
ruined salmon fishery have left a tragic legacy of 
suicides and alcohol abuse among community 


Wishing you a warm and cheerful Christmas 

• COMMERCIAL fBl 

• REMODELLING 

» RESIDENTIAL [AL_EDCOjl 

ALEDCO WINDOWS LTD. 



- Natural Wood i MataJ Clad 
• PVC Vinyl Windows (Five Colours) 
• Steel Entrance Doors 
• Patio Doors and Garden Doors 
•Skylights, Commercial Entrances 


van* 


ty 0 9:20-5:30 
Monday thru' Saturday 

9 ust 9 °h s 

Lobay Building 
(across Irom Smiley's Video) 
UalnSMI.UcLaBlclw.AS 

FABRICS & NOTIONS 
• Fabrics 
•Craft Supplies 

• Beading Supplies 

• Custom Framing 

•Gift Items 
•Wicker 

• Wedding Supplies 

623-2180 

9:30-5:30 

Monday thru' Saturday 


The treatment of the Cheslatta People has 
been described as “a story of horrors”, and an 
account that would “shock the conscience of all 
reasonable Canadians.” Just last week, upon 
hearing evidence of the Cheslatta tragedy, a 
member of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples made a rare public statement and said 
“The story of the Cheslatta Carrier is quite 
unique. I think it’s unique in the horrors that 
have been perpetrated on your people. There 
have been unspeakable acts.” 

The second chapter in this tragedy is now 
unfolding under the facade of public hearings 
which are now being held by the B.C. Utilities 
Commission. These hearings are being boy¬ 
cotted by the Carrier Sekani Tribal Council, of 
which the Cheslatta Carrier First Nation is a 
member. The reasons, which are legitimate and 
well-documented, include: 

• The terms of reference of the process are too 
restrictive. A fair process must be broadened to 
include a full and impartial review of the full 
impact of the proposed project, and the original 
Kemano project. 

• The review process does not respect the 
Govemment-to-Government Protocol signed be¬ 
tween British Columbia and First Nations just 
three months ago. 

• There are insufficient funds available to the 
First Nation for meaningful participation in the 
process. 

Accordingly, at a special meeting of the Execu¬ 
tive Council of the Assembly of First Nations this 
issue was addressed on an urgent basis. The 
Executive Committee supports the following 
actions surrounding this issue: 

• That the Federal Government immediately 
call on British Columbia to suspend the Utilities 
Commission hearings into the Kemano Comple¬ 
tion Project. 

• That the Federal Government initiate a full 
public judicial review of this project, including 



Ovide Mercredi 


every aspect of the 1987 Nechako Settlement 
Agreement. Such a review must ensure full 
public disclosure of all related witnesses and 
evidence. A judicial inquiry, with the full power 
of subpoena, should be mandated to establish a 
framework for complete and thorough Federal/ 
Provincial Environmental Review under the 
EARP guidelines. 

• That the Federal Government fulfil its 
fiduciary obligations to the Cheslatta Carrier 
Nation. The Cheslatta people have now resorted 
to civil protest, as a result of over four decades of 
inaction and inattention by the federal govern¬ 
ment. A continuance of this breach of fiduciary 
obligation is immoral and unacceptable. 

Finally, the AFN Executive Council has called 
upon all First Nations in Canada to support the 
boycott of the B.C. Utilities Commission process. 
To do otherwise would be to lend credibility to a 
process that is unfair, inappropriate, and 
shortsighted. 

We look forward to your prompt attention to 
this matter. We would be pleased to facilitate any 
meetings between the Cheslatta representatives 
and appropriate ministers. 

Sincerely, 

Ovide Mercredi, National Chief, 
Assembly of First Nations 


u peace, health and happines. 
ison and throughout the New 
' staff and management of: 
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Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte 

Wishing you the Spirit of Christmas which is Peace 
The Joy of Christmas which is Hope, 
and the Heart of Christmas 
which is Love... 


Merry Christmas & Happy New Year, 


Chief Earl Hill, 

Council, Staff and Members 


R.R. #1, DESERONTO, ONTARIO KOK 1XO 
Ph. (613) 396-3424 . Fax (613) 396-3627 
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Chiefs Support Ombudsman’s Report 
Province Treats First Nations Unfairly 

First Nations in the Olavnn.mr .. _ " 


First Nations in the Clayoquot Sound area were given in this race Thou 1 

agree with the Ombudsman’s findings that the expected to relysokfy on good fai h" Their 

nrovmcial eoverrunent’a mnmltoC. _■ f. , . “S uu laicn. ineir 

cultural, spintual and economic interests are 


provincial government’s consultation process 
flawed, said Chief Francis Frank. 

“We challenge. Premier Harcourt and his cabi¬ 
net to act quickly to change their policy to reflect 
the recommendations contained in the Ombuds¬ 
man’s report,” said Chief Frank, n 

spokesman for the five Central 
Region tribes of the Nuu-chah- 
nulth Tribal Council. “The recom¬ 
mendations apply not only to us, 
but to all First Nations in B.C.” 

Chief Frank said the recent re¬ 
port released by Ombudsman 
Dulcie McCallum proves that the 
government’s attitude of viewing 
consultation as only a courtesy is 
just not good enough. 

“If that attitude continues, there will be HIP 
confrontation across the province. As the report 



stake. Clearly, today, the past colonial approach 
■s totally inappropriate. 

Chief Frank says the report should have 
srious and positive ramifications for all First 
Nations in British Columbia. 

“First Nations must be con¬ 
sulted on a government-to-gov- 
ernment basis before and during 
treaty negotiations, or there will 
be nothing left to negotiate by the 
time we get to the table, and 
nothing left for our future genera- 

The five Central Region tribes 
of the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal 
Council — Tla-o-qui-aht, Ahousaht, Hesquiaht, 
Toquaht, and Ucluelet—did not surrender, cede 


' 13 

with First Nations. The B.C. government knows 
the seriousness of that ruling, and the public 
should too." 

Depending on the outcome of any negotiations, 
the first recommendation of the Ombudsman’s 
report states “the provincial government should 
then modify orchange this pre-treaty decision, in 
keeping with its position that the decision is 
without prejudice, to demonstrate that it is truly 
considerate of the interests of the Nuu-chah- 
nulth First Nations.” 

Chief Frank said, “We are pleased with the 
recommendations of the Ombudsman, who also 
states in her report that she will review the 
implementation within six months to confirm 
our ( j',! lterests are keing meaningfully consid- 

BURNT CHURCH 
FIRST NATIONS 


--*- vwv- mtavjr-uiaiungpiu 

i. But the government also failed on courtesy provincial legislation, 
because the Clayoquot Sound decision was made The tribes represent 43 percent of the popula- 
about three months before Premier Harcourt tion of the Clayoquot Sound area but live on less 
“'Tn notified us,” Chief Frank said. — - J ’ J ’" " ■ - • 


than one-half of one percent of the land base ir 


- —- wiic pcitciu. ui me ltuiu Dase in 

The governments response to the recommen- the region. They have unemployment rates 
dations misses the significance, and the impact which average in excess of 70 percent, 
on other First Nations in B.C. The government The Ombudsman’s report states “the Clayoquot 

obviously misunderstood the report by claiming Sound Land Use decision will likely result in the 
that the recommendation to consult is outdated depletion of some resources that will take years 
because interim measures negotiations are to replace if, indeed, they can ever be replaced ” 
underway. Premier Harcourt had a copy of the Chief Frank said, “We want a clear definition 
Ombudsman s preliminary report weeks before of what ’without prejudice to treaty negotiations’ 
the government agreed to begin these negotia- really means. The report reinforces what \ ' 


The Ombudsman’s report supports the First 
Nations’ consistent position: 

• the provincial government failed to consult 
the Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations in a meaning¬ 
ful and timely manner prior to making the pre¬ 
treaty Clayoquot Sound decision; 

• the treatment of the Nuu-chah-nulth First 
Nations by the provincial government 
process has been unfair; 

• the provincial government failed to define 
how the decision will not prejudice First Nations’ 


said all summer—the Clayoquot Sound decision 
was not fair and did not live up to the Harcourt 
government’s promise of government-to-govern- 
ment negotiations with First Nations.” 

“It is the responsibility of the B.C. government 
to live up to that promise and prove that those 
were not just empty words. The government 
must ensure our rights and interests are pro- 
this tected prior to getting to the treaty negotiation 
table.” 

“Consultation is not a frill, but is a legal 
requirement at the heart of the government-to- 


resources of Clayoquot Sound; and 


... w decision that “the honor of 

• the affected First Nations are entitled to the Crown is at stake” when talking about 
ore information and involvement than they whether there has been proper consultation 
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Treaty Commission kicks into gear 

by Brian Savage Chief Terry is specific about his 

concerns over the commission. 

The B.C. Treaty Commission is expected to “We weren’t enamoured with 
kick into gear this month following an official this process from the start be- 
invitation to First Nations for submissions of cause it permitted the policy of 
land claims. The Commission, which was estab- t he Feds to survive without sub- 
lished last year, is anticipating over 30 submis- gtantive changes,” says Terry, 
sions from tribal organizations and individual w ho observes that with the defeat 
First Nations in the province. They will begin 0 f the Conservative government, 
reviewing submissions on December 15 and are t he implementation was left in- 
mandated to establish modern day treaties and complete. “One of the factors is 
assist in dispute resolution. there’s no enabling legislation on 

In an interview with 'Western Native News the the federal government side, so I 
B.C. Union of Indian Chiefs leader Saul Terry can ’t see how they can proceed 
expressed his continued skepticism of the com- w hen there 
mission. ” 

“I understand some 70-odd Native bands or 
organizations have already made submissions so 

it’s become, to me, quite unwieldy in that regard. __^ = _ 

It could possible go up to 198 or higher depending during the election about the 
on how many more the government creates.” inherent right to self-govern. 

Part of the commission’s representations will “If that’s the case it contradicts 

include input from the municipal and resource policies that now exist where 
industries will also be studied. they have denied the existence of 

“(That) seems to be the thrust government Aboriginal title and the rights of 
wants to take,” says Chief Terry. “From the the people so we have to prove we 
Union perspective claims should occur on a ARE actual people living within 
nation to nation basis. This process that’s been certain boundaries and have a 
put forward is trilateral and I think it’s going to certain reality.” 

-H| Chief Terry also expressed i 


10 means to pro- 

Terry says that the initiative 
actually calls into question state¬ 
ments made by the government 


encounter difficulties at the end, like 
Northwest Territories... When it comes down 
the fundamental issues it gets bogged down.” 



about B.C. Utilities Com¬ 
mission hearings on the Kemano 
II project. 

“I certainly empathize with 
Chief Marvin Charlie, who’s been 
very outspoken for the Cheslatta people,” says 
Chief Saul Terry. 

“I think he’s right on when he says the whole 
thing is a farce. 

“They’re going to get people involved but the 
various governments have already concluded 
that they will proceed with it. They’re trying to 
find ways and means to make excuses for 
possible damages that are going to occur. 

“I think the Indian people up there have to 
make it widely known that this is going to be bad 
for all the people living on the Frazier River, 
certainly in terms of the fisheries, and water 
habitat... It will be quite a devastating situation 
and we will support the Cheslatta people and 
others that are opposing it because it has far- 
reaching implications, detrimental implications.” 

Implications that will not be evaluated by an 
impact assessment, warns Chief Saul Terry. 

“The whole conservative approach was that 
they were not going to do that at all.” 

Chief Saul Terry went on to question reports 
that senior Liberal ministers have made avail¬ 
able containing information that was previously 
held back by the former government. If so, says 
Terry “maybe there’s opportunities here for a 



turnaround. It may be much more practical to 
pay off Alcan and those for their efforts and 
preserve the habitat of the fish and save it for the 
future—what’s going to cost more?” 

Support for the Cheslatta people is growing, 
says the Union leader, noting that the next 
council meeting will most likely feature a discus¬ 
sion on this topic. At the last general assembly of 
the Union held last month, people had ap¬ 
proached the Chief to indicate their support. 

“More bands are saying we have to get involved 
and I certainly feel that too. I live along the 
Frazier, so it will impact us as well. 

“The message to the Liberal government has to 
be to look at this very closely and see if it is 
justifiable to bypass the environmental impact 
process. And the lies of the past government in 
okaying the process were not proper for Aborigi¬ 
nals and other people—the commercial fisheries 
will be seriously impacted as well.” 

Still, the chief is pessimistic on the outcome of 
the struggle. “Once they spend so many dollars, 
the dollars dictate or the corporation dictates 
through their expenditures that the project must 
go on to completion but I think that’s a very 
wrong approach to take.” 
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Indigenous Prophecy 

First Nation people are now preparing to step 
into the next century or the third millenia with 
optimism. Indeed our prophecies foretell of a 
new age to come and this will be a time or great 
change, not just for ourselves, but for all cultures 
which co-habit this continent. 

These changes are sorely needed now but they 
will come in good time. Therefore, the elders tell 
us to be patient and watch, because once again 
our people will be as leaders and counsellors and 
statesmen who will sit at the head of the table of 
brotherhood. Moreover, in this time of peace the 
earth will begin to heal itself and the harm ony of 

Kemano Project Continued from Page 11 

thank Ms. Blondin-Andrew and Mr. Harper for a credible forum. The B.C.U.c'. Kemano hearing 
the very valuable support they have already under the present terms of reference, is not a 
offerd to my people. Mr H arp e r was at Cheslatta credible forum. In truth, it is a SHAM. The terms 
Nation on July 6, 1993 and saw some of the of reference must be expanded to allow the 
damage done to my nation by Kemano 1. He federal government to fully disclose all informa- 
participated in a ceremony conducted by Prince tion relevant to the Kemano project. You cannot 
George Bishop Fergus O Grady to reconsecrate accept the B.C.U.C. Terms of Reference You 



Pi % Y ? 


Belgatse Cemetery and to consecrate Cheslatta 


t also question your present and former 


Lake as a cemetery. The lake contains the scientists and personnel, who have worked oi 
remains of 50 people from my nation, who have this controversial issue for many years You 
been washed into it by floodwaters from Kemano cannot make the mistake of your predecessors 
1 Ms. Blondin-Andrew touched the hearts of the and make a political decision to allow the 


people of my nation by bringing our concerns 
the attention of the House of Commons on May 
28,1993. 


Kemano project to proceed. Rather, you rr 
weigh all aspects of the case and if the project is 
found environmentally unsound, as thousands 


Nine years ago, a Liberal fisheries Minister, of pages of leaked federal documents have 
the Hon. Pierre de Bane, announced there would already shown, it must be cancelled, 
be a full public inquiry into Kemano 2. At long Your government needs time to prepare for the 
last a Liberal government can deliver on that review. This would require your government to 
promise. To live up to that commitment and the ask the B.C. government to postpone the hear- 
commitment you made on October 5,1993 let me ings at least six months. When your government 


Premier of British Columbia, that the public that is satisfactory to my nation and the rt„. 
review, now underway, be postponed until your dents of British Columbia, then and only then 


government and all parties have the opportunity 


w get underway. We will need ti 


to co-operate to make the provincial review of and money to prepare our evidence. The provin- 


Kemano 2 a credible forum. 


cial government has approved minimal intervenor 


’ That you issue a directive immediately fundingformynation.Thatfundinghasyettobe 
allowing federal employees to speak publicly made available, although the review is underway. 


about the impacts of Kemano 2, without fear of 
losing their jobs. 

• That all federal government documents on 
the Kemano projects be made public. 

The previous government threatened to gag 


We look forward to dealing with you, or your 
representative, in the very near future so that 
appropriate terms of reference can be worked out 
and that your commitment can be implemented 
expedient and business-like fashion. If, ir 


blocked, despite requests made under Access to the B.C. government to postpone the Utilities 


government should clearly take an open and 
operative role with full participation 
upcoming B.C. inquiry.” 


On behalf of the People of Cheslatta, I would 
the welcome you or your Ministers t 

Cheslatta and visit with us and see for yourself 


If the federal government is to fully participate the beauty of this country and the effect the 
and make a credible submission, it must do so in Kemano project has had upon it 
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nature will be restored. 

On the other hand if this time of peace is not 
achieved then things will go hard for mankind 
and mother earth will suffer greatly. In the 
meantime we the First Nation people are in¬ 
structed also to speak the truth and continue to 
fight against injustice and oppression. 

We know the sad truth that there are yet many 
detractors out there and those who want to 
exploit us further. In these recent elections, for 
example, some of us heard the ‘would be’ politi¬ 
cians who tried to hold First Nations people up to 
public ridicule. However we can only reject their 
ridicule and point out the simple reality which is: 
that not alt those who come to this land, our 
turtle island, will put down roots and prosper. 
We on the other hand have lived here for tens of 
thousands of years and the flesh and blood of our 
ancestors permeates the fertile soil! 

The cycle of life is turning and time goes on. 
Today we look around and see how we contribute 
to life itself. Indeed we even contribute into other 
economies; the bustle of life on the reserves is an 
engine which even supplies power to those 
communities which border our own community. 
However it is sad to see how jealousy can spawn 
cruel gossip in our neighbours’ homes. Never¬ 
theless despite the gossip we remain a generous 
and joyful people who thrive with the blessings of 
our creator. 
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Sechelt Band pleads with Harcourt by Derek McColl 

The Sechelt Indian Band recently published an In the letter the Band Council writes: “We 

open letter to British Columbia Premier Mike think your Government, at best, is failing to 
Harcourt, in the form of a full-page ad that ran in move realistically on land claims because of its 
our sister publication, Western Native News, and own confusion. We suspect, with sadness, that 
also in the Vancouver Sun. The letter, signed by the real reason is a conscious decision not to 
Chief Gariy Feschuk and four Band councillors, proceed in this term of office on the theory that 
addressed the issue of land claims in British the expenditures involved in settlement will 
Columbia specifically, but in general terms make your government even more unpopular 
might be read as a condemnation of the NDP with the electorate. If this is so, shame on you! 
government of B.C. as being hypocritical, cyni- ....The public is being misled. Indian people are 
cal, and irresponsible. certainly being misled. And the NDP will be 

The band claims that the B.C. govenment has branded forever. Only you, as Premier, can 
failed to keep the armour of its land claims policy straighten this out—and the clock is ticking—.” 
shining, and the tarnish has offended those who The spirit of the Sechelt Band’s condemnation 

hold out some hope for change. In fact, it seems, of the Harcourt government comes of a feeling 
those who expect to see their goals reflected by that they have been treated with the same old 
government policy are, like the Sechelt Band, paternalism that Native people have experi- 
routinely disappointed. enced so often in the past, albeit with more 

attention paid to the subtle politics of delay. For 
instance, in the throne speech from the 
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government it was announced that they recog¬ 
nized Aboriginal title. This was viewed as a huge 
step forward, and signalled optimism for all of 
B.C.’s Native people. Three weeks later, how¬ 
ever, when the government claimed there was 
some confusion over the meaning of the term 
title, any feelings of optimism were put to rest. 
The politics of delay remain at play, although 
used with more subtlety than when used by the 
previous government, no doubt. But if the 
government is confused about the meaning of the 
term “title” then it throws the whole issue of 
Aboriginal title into confusion. The Sechelt 
Band wondered aloud about the motivation 
behind such “confusion”. 



cT.TOOKONA&EA?. 


a priority land claim could not be taken 


In the open letter the Sechelt Indian Band seriously. The politics of delay w 
Council published correspondence with the min- when the Sechelt Band Council w 


proposal submitted by the Sechelt Band for the documents with the B.C. Treaty Commission, 
settling of land claims, and the minister made it The Sechelt Band Council questioned why the 


confusion, now that the feds and the province Sechelt Band remains the only self-governing 
agreed upon who was to pay what. Again, there band in the province, and on this basis they feel 
appeared to be no reason to kill the optimism they have a priority for negotiations. They have 
regarding land claims, and the Secehlt Band taken the moral high ground throughout the 
expected negotiations to commence immedi- process and feel cheated by the system. They 
ately. question if the system is working when only 

After a meeting on October 22, 1993 with the extreme actions like civil disobedience or civil 
new minister of Aboriginal Affairs, the Sechelt litigation can untarnish the armor of govem- 
Band realized that the same ministry which had ment, when threats are the only effective force of 
stated unequivocally on May 28,1992 that theirs motivation to negotiate. 
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Community Health Graduates Surveyed 


The Community Health Representative (CHR) 
program started at the Alberta Vocational Col¬ 
lege - Lac La Biche in 1973. The program focuses 
on personal growth and the basic skills needed 
for employment in the field of community health. 
The main objective of the program is to provide 
health education to individuals and groups 
within the community and to encourage aware¬ 
ness and responsibility for all health related 
programs. Graduates of the Community Health 
Representative program are employed by health 
units or by Boards to work in health centres. The 
majority of CHR students come from remote/ 
rural Alberta, especially from Native Boards and 
Metis Settlements across Alberta. In most of 
these communities, CHR graduates are seen as 
“change agents” because they promote holistic 
health care of Aboriginal people in schools, 
community clinics, treatment centres, and other 
locations. 

AVC recently surveyed the graduates of 



of the program. Sixty-seven percent rated course 
work as very adequate. The balance between 
practical experience (practicum) and classroom 
instructions were rated most positively. More 
than half of the sample reported considerable 
improvement in computer and typing skills. 

Communication skills courses were rated most 
helpful by graduates when evaluating prepara¬ 
tion pertaining to current jobs. Significant num¬ 
bers of respondents indicated that they would 
like to upgrade their skills in the following areas: 
computers, counselling techniques, mental 
health, and typing. Almost three-quarters (74 
percent) of respondents would like to take some 
kind of refresher course. 

Overall, graduates were uniformly laudatory 
about their CHR training at AVC. The study 
provides data which can be used to improve the 
program, especially when the program contin¬ 
ues to draw a large number of its students from 
Aboriginal communities. 


of CHR graduates (92 percent) were employed. 


Community Health Representative program, About three-quarters of the respondents (76 
asking their employment status, job title, scope percent) were employed full-time on a perma- 
of duties, employer, and perception of their CHR nent basis. Over 90 percent of those employed in 
framing. The study also collected information on ....... 

graduates’ satisfaction with preparation for em¬ 
ployment in the community health field, con¬ 
tinuing education, and program strengths and 


survey. 

The increasing emphasis 
based approach to health care delivery 


ents (74 percent) rated the instructional compo- 
the community nent of the CHR training as very adequate. More 
j.i; -- Al- than half (56 percent) of graduates mentioned 


berta is a boon to CHR graduates. The majority instructors support as the most favorable aspect 
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positions related to their program of study rated 
their preparation for employment to be either 
“exellent” or “good.” 

Graduates of CHR programs provide a broad 
. spectrum of preventative and health promo- 

The study, jointly sponsored by AVC and the tional activities in rural/remote communities. 
Alberta Association of Community Health Rep- The scope of duties of CHR graduates include 
resentatives, tracked individuals who graduated home visits, managing pre- and post-natal/well 
from the CHR program between 1980 and 1992. baby clinics, holding clinics, conducting pre- 
Of the 131 graduates that were contacted, 72 school assessments, assisting with immuniza- 
percent responded to the survey. The average tion and school health programs. The majority of 
graduates’age is 39 years with an age range of 19 CHR employers are located in remote/isolated 
to 63 years. Men represent a small proportion areas, especially on Reserves and Settlements. 


practicing in central Alberta at the time of the warding. Almost three-quarters of the respond- 
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Eldon Yellowhorn — New Hope for the Past 


History will likely remember Eldon Yellowhorn 
for more than being the first Native in Canada to 
earn a master’s of arts degree in archaeology. 
The Simon Fraser University graduate feels a 
special obligation to help permanently alter the 
status of Native heritage. 

Since the Bad Spirit Became Our Master, is the 
title of the thesis Yellowhorn wrote for the 
degree he was granted in October. It examines 
how global public policy in Indian lands has 
affected heritage protection and speaks volumes 
about how the 36-year-old views his past, present 
and future. 

“Being an archaeologist is natural to me 
because I look at it as a way of maintaining 
contact with my heritage,” he explains. “Previ- 
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ous generations of archaeologists tended to treat 
Native artifacts as specimens. Because they 
weren’t as sensitive as they could have been, 
they alienated Native people.” 

Determined not to repeat past mistakes, 
Yellowhorn will take a new approach, working 
with Natives to help them take care of their own 
heritage. 

“I found there were no statutes that explicitly 
give protection to heritage sites on reserves,” he 
notes. “After polling Natives about the issue, I 
recommend that government continue a hands- 
off policy and bands take control, deciding what 
is best for themselves.” 

Yellowhom’s own background gives him a 
unique perspective and understanding. Born 
and raised on the Piikanii (Peigan) Reserve in 
Southern Alberta, he remembers an early inci¬ 
dent which led to a life-long fascination. 

“When I was about 10, my father, who was a 
farmer, came home for lunch with a spear-tip he 
had plowed up in the fields,” he recalls, with a 
smile. “Since then, I’ve looked at every triangu¬ 


lar-shaped rock with interest.” 

After graduating with a bachelor of arts degree 
in archaeology from the University of Calgary in 
1986, he worked as a curator-intern in the famed 
Glenbow Museum in that city. As well, he was 
given a fellowship with the Smithsonian Insti¬ 
tute to work under the direction of renowned 
palaeoindian specialist Dr. Dennis Stanford. 
However, it was when he travelled to British 
Columbia that Yellowhorn decided he had ar¬ 
rived as an archaeologist and located the site he 
wanted to explore. 

“The climate allows for year-round work and 
there’s a wealth of heritage sites,” he notes. “You 
can follow the Fraser River from the coast inland 
and find different cultural sequences every few 
hundred miles.” 

Last summer, at McLeod Lake, north of Prince 
George, Yellow-horn was director of the first- 
ever all-Nat-ive archaeological crew. “It was a 
turning point in our understanding of the past," 
he insists. “We can now use archaeological 
techniques to investigate our own history.” 


Native Education 
Program 

Edmonton Catholic School System 

441-6105 
* Ben Calf Robe 
Native Education Centre 

471 2360 

11833 - 64 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
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Eoroootoa 

Catholic 

Schools 


May the Miracle of 
Christmas Fill Your 
Heart with Peace 
and Joy 

and The Creator 
Watch Over You 
During the Holidays 


May the gifts of the season be yours — 
love, peace and joy, and may you be blessed 
with warmth and prosperity thoughout 1994 



from the 

Administration, Staff 
Board of Trustees 


May your Christmas Season be one of 
Festive Joy and Peace and may you have a 
prosperous New Year! 

From the School Board and Staff of 

NELSON HOUSE 
EDUCATION 
AUTHORITY INC. 

NELSON HOUSE SCHOOL BOARD 



General Delivery, 

Nelson House, Manitoba ROB 1AO 
Phone (204) 484-2095 
Fax (204) 484-2257 



Together 
We're Stronger 

A May your hearts 
’ j be open at 
j Christmas so that 
' the circle of 
love and peace 
may grow, from the 



LETHBRIDGE 
RCSS DISTRICT No. 9 


Boards of Trustees and 
Native Parents Advisory Committees 


May the great Spirit guide you through the Holiday Season 
and throughout the New year, from 


ONTARIO NATIVE 
LITERACY COALITION 

787 Second Avenue East, 
Owen Sound, Ontario 
N4K 2G9 

Phone (519) 371-5594 
Fax (519)371-5598 
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Criminal Justice Student 
Wants to Help Community 

Jl ^e 6 Certl ^f te program at Lethbridge Community College. 




The nationally 
ognized program was 
created in 1990 to meet 
the increasing demand 
forNatives in the crimi¬ 
nal justice system. The 
program combines in¬ 
tensive upgrading as¬ 
sistance with regular 
law enforcement or cor¬ 
rections courses in a 
pace individualized to 
the student. Students 
can complete the cer¬ 
tificate in two years. 

After one additional 
year they may earn the 
diploma. 

Tallman, 21, of the 
White Fish Band, sees 
the certificate program 
as a door to opportuni¬ 
ties. He sees a real 
need for Native correc¬ 
tions officers to help 
stem the rate of N ative 

“When I was younger 
I got into some trouble with the law and I really regret what happened,” 
says Tallman. “I want to help the community and not be a nuisance.” 

Tallman’s goal is to become a probation officer. He is now in his second 
year of the diploma and is completing courses towards the corrections 
option. 

“I just finished a practicum placement at Lethbridge Correctional 
Centre and last summer I worked with a probation officer in Whitefish. 
With these practical experiences and my fluency in Cree, I hope to help the 
northern Native inmates adjust.” 

It is that practical component, combined with the instructors’ experience 
in the field that makes the LCC Criminal Justice Certificate a unique and 
beneficial program. 

“The program is beneficial because I become familiar with all parts of the 
criminal justice system: enforcement, criminal procedures, court proce¬ 
dures and corrections. The faculty are knowledgeable and provide 



examples of real situations, not just textbook cases.” 

It was a role model that influenced another Northern Alberta Native 
Kod Freeman, to enter the program. 

Freeman, 23, of the Driftpile Band, sees the certificate program as a door 
to opportunities. While in a residential school, Freeman attended a 
presentation by some Native law enforcement officers. He knew that’s 
what he wanted. After graduation he tried to enter the RCMP but was 
rejected at that time because of his age and lack of education. For the next 
several years he worked at different jobs. One day one of his high school 
counsellors told him about the program in Lethbridge. 

I want tofinish my diploma, earn my degree and go to law school,” says 
Freeman. “Then 1 want to go back home. I want to be a role model to 
younger people to show that Natives can work hard and succeed.” 

Freeman thinks the criminal justice training will help him in his legal 
training. 

“I would like to work in criminal law. Learning about the legal and 
criminal justice system is like learning a whole new language. But the 
program instructors make it easy." 

According to Freeman, there is a need for Natives in the criminal justice 
system. 

“I just finished a practicum placement at Lethbridge’s Young Offenders 
Centre. The Natives there felt I was easier to talk to because I understood 
them and I wanted to help. Last summer I taught speech classes to some 
local teens.” 

“The instructors have made coming here a smooth transition. When 
they provide examples from their careers, it makes the topics more 
interesting.” 

The Criminal Justice Certificate faculty were all employed in criminal 
justice as law enforcement officers, security or corrections officers before 
coming to LCC. They provide real world examples of problems and 
solutions and give students the benefits of their experience. In 1993 the 
LCC Criminal Justice Certificate program received the program/service 
excellence award for innovative programming from the Association of 
Canadian Community Colleges. 


May your hearts be open at Christmas so that the Circle of Love 
and Peace may grow 

May you have a prosperous fulfilling New Year 



31>yo ‘Wabkobtowin 'Community 'Education Authority 
rBoard of directors, Administration and 6cbool Staff 


!jO\ A Xc yCi* Aid AfCiKfi Lcyd C 


|STZi YELLOWHEAD 
Y ( SCHOOL 
ULJ DIVISION NO. 12 

Quality in Education 


Let your Christmas 
Season be one of 
Festive Joy and Peace 


CONSIDER A CAREER IN LAW ENFORCEMENT 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE CERTIFICATE 


LETHBRIDGE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


There is a strong demand for employment of native persons in all 
aspects of Canada's Criminal Justice System. This two-year Certifi¬ 
cate program prepares graduates to work In either Corrections or 
Law Enforcement. 


continue their education to a diploma program. 

For more Information, please call Lethbridge Community 

IjEMBRlDqE ^*^* 329 - 72350 ' 320 - 3369 

CoMMuiNinyCouECjE> 


w 


White Calf Collegiate 

P.O.Box 180, 

lebret, Saskatchewan SOG 2Y0 


The White Calf Collegiate’s philosophy is based on a shared vision of school board and S 
staff to meet our students'needs in areas ol academic, social, personal, and vocational 1 
jp development. 

Our academic development: 

• emphasizes high student academic productivity; 

• offers preparatory instruction for all post-secondary training 
with provincial accreditation in all courses of study 


• examines education in terms of current social issues; 

• promotes student government and peer counselling; 

• promotes student interaction with school approved social events 

Our personal development: 

• offers student assistance through our Student Assistance Program 

• offers one-on-one personal counselling; 

• instills personal knowledge, pride, respect, and appreciation of a 
student's tribal culture, history, values, and traditions. 

Our vocational development 

• offers one-on-one career counselling; 

prepares students for post-secondary education and future employment. 

Our sports and recreation development 

• offers instruction and competition in sports; 

■ promotes student interaction with cultural and recreational events. 

To assist in the schoofs vis 


Contact the White Calf Collegiate Education Clerk at (306) 332-5628 or 
lax (306) 332-5080 to request basic information and application forms. 
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Season's Greetings to aff our customers 
ojtfie (XptU and g^rst cations 

/Sfek WETASKIWIN 
N®* DAIRY QUEEN 

brazier, (Under new ownerehip) 



. • Drive thru food service 
• Frozen cakes and logs 
• Novelties 


(403) 352-7000 

4411 - 56 St., Wetaskiwin, AB 





hoUR SEASONS 


SINGLE ENGINE AIRCRAFT, 


if Trip* Air OfTt9, Arrml 




SUN FASHION 

SPORTSWEAR MANUFACTURING 

Custom Silkscreening 1-8 Colours 

We specialize in Oversizes 

We Can handle Your ’Rush' Orders ^\h 

• T-Shirts • Sweat Shirts • Jogging Suits • Cut-oft Sweats 
• Children's Wea/ ■ Ladies Fash™-Picture Transfer-GoBShirts 

•Fashion Jackets-Polo Shirts-Wholesale Cap Sales 
IN STOCK!! LOW, LOW PRICES FAST SERVICE 

( 403 ) 452-8886 14528 -115Aye.. EDMONTON. AB T5M 3B9 




___ 

May Our Creator ‘Bless you 'With 
A Clear Sky and An Open 'Road 
'Wishing you Peace, Health And Happiness 
In This Joyous Season And 
'Throughout The He-w year, from 

Ermineskin Tribal 
Enterprises 

CHIEF AND COUNCIL 

Administration 
Commercial 
Property Management 
Pla nning and Research 
Tribal Services 

(403) 585-3741 £?™ n ' on 420-0008 

Fax: (403) 585-2550 

Box 219, Hobbema, Alberta TOC 1NO 
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ASSDMIBOINE 

MEDICINE 


tT & CRAFT • Grass Dance oulfiis • Jingle dresses • Roaches 
leaded access^ scls • All-beaded dance moccasins • Sinr blankel 
- uandanas • Bussek - Medicine wheels • Custom Ribbon Shins 

DREAM CATCHERS 

ORIGINAL PAINTINGS (some on shields) 

MAn - ORDER SKRV1CK AND PRICE LIST AVAILABLE 

TELEPHONE (204) 239-11615 FACSIMILE (204) 239-1692 
2450 Saskatchewan Dr. W., Portage L" O'- 1 "- Kjr » *»•*» •»*«» 


ic. MBRIN3N8 


May this holiday season be special for 
you and your loved ones, 
from 


HAGEN 

ELECTRIC LTD. 

MOTORS • MOTORS • MOTORS 


1202 - 2nd Ave. South 
Lethbridge. Alberta 

328-8826 



'Whatever is beautiful... 

'Whatever brings you happiness... 
May it be yours 
At this holiday time and 
throughout the coming yearl 

Council,‘Elders, 

Staff, and Settlement Members 



KIKINO 

METIS SETTLEMENT 

(403)623-7868 

Fax (403) 623-7080 

W A f A W General Delivery 
T |?S T Kikino, Alberta 
*** & TOA 2BO 



Make it a 



BASSETT 

PETROLEUM DISTRIBUTORS 

CMpy (he peace,joy and (ove of this CMsImas / r 
Season be wilfi you throughout the coming year A 


Coast Class Meeting. 



The Coast 
Terrace Inn 


BULK PETROLEUMS 

Serving the Communities 
of the South MacKenzie 


HEATING OIL 


Aviation Products - Diesel - Gas - Oil and Grease 


4440 Calgary Trail North 
Edmonton. Alberta T6H 5C2 
Phone 437-6010 

Toll Free in Alberta 1-800-222-6405 

Toll Free in Canada and USA. 1-800-663-1144 



874-2562 

MacKenzie Highway and 106 Street, Vale Island 
P. 0. Box 130 HAY RIVER, N.W.T. XOE PRO 
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SENCOTEN Book 
Now in Print 

The Saanich Indian School Board has 
published the first commercially pro¬ 
duced books ever printed in 
SENCOTEN, the native language of 
the Indian people of the Saanich Penin¬ 
sula. One is a primer with the trans¬ 
lated name of I Can Speak SENCOTEN 
and it will be distributed to students as 
their first reader. 

The other, The Saanich Year, has 
been published in both English and 
SENCOTEN editions. Targetted for 
both FirstNations education programs 
and adult readers, The Saanich Year 
presents a unique perspective on the 
traditional Coast Salish organization 
of social and economic activities re¬ 
lated to tides, weather, and fish and 
game migrations. 

Saanich’s First People still call them¬ 
selves WSANEC, the name from which 
the Saanich Peninsula is derived. The 
non-Native reader of The Saanich Year 
will find that it provides many insights 
into the world view and social organi¬ 
zation of traditional Saanich People 
that continues today. The book is or¬ 
ganized according to the cycle of thir¬ 
teen different moons and the full colour 
illustrations are based on traditional 



CITY GLASS 

CITY GLASS AND SUPPLY LTD. 

9100 YELLOWHEAD TRAIL 
EDMONTON, AB T6B 1G2 

PH. (403) 477-3521 • FAX (403) 477-5417 
RESIDENTIAL • AUTO • COMMERCIAL 


Happy Holidays to you and yours — may Christmas 
till your hearts and homes now and always, and 
may the future hold the very best tor you, 



COUNTY OF SMOKY LAKE No. 13 



Sales, Parts and Service 

Tractors • Mowers • Blowers • Trimmers 
•Tillers and Chainsaws 



Husqvarna 

PEACE RIVER, AB 
(403) 624-4646 Fax: 624-8620 


Coast Salish style. 

The book was jointly authored by Earl Claxton 
and John Elliott, cultural researchers and in¬ 
structors employed by the Saanich Indian School 
Board. Earl Claxton’s first language was 
SENCOTEN and he is thorougly committed to 
passing on both language and culture to Saanich 
youth. John Elliott learned his language from his 
father, the late Dave Elliott, who not only 
researched Saanich language and culture but 
developed a unique script for writing his lan¬ 
guage. 

The Chair of the Saanich Indian School Board, 
Curtis Olsen, said “The publishing of 
SENCOTEN language material is especially 


Let your Christmas Season 
be one of Festive Joy and Peace 

Dennis Callihoo ~ 

Barrister & Solicitor 

Serving the Native community 

Box 900, Hobbema, AB TOC 1N0 
Ph.: 585-3037 428-6778 (Edmonton Direct) 


Imperial Oil 



Agricultural Chemicals 

Imperial Oil Esso Chemical Canada 
Box 28000, Edmonton, AB T5J 4R4 

Cet your Christmas he one of festive joy and 
peace and may the Creator bring safety, 
strength and guidance to alC the 
Tirst Options in the Nfw year 


significant at a time when Aboriginal languages 
are quickly disappearing in Canada and demon¬ 
strates that First Nation’s control of education 
enables people to make their own education 

The book will be used by both the Saanich 
Indian School Board and Saanich School District 
#63. It has been published with the assistance of 
the Aboriginal Education Branch of the B.C. 
Ministry of Education. 

The English edition of The Saanich Year is 
available from the Saanich Indian School Board 
for $12.00. Educational institutions will receive 
a discount. For information call the Saanich 
Indian School Board at (604) 652-2313. 


C ) caS° < ' S ABS 

ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGIES 



very /Hmtf Christmas 
anti a ftospaous A)<« ^feat 
all out Jitst aid /Hetis Nation 
clients and friends 

(tom TSon and Staff at 


PROPANE 


Auto-Propane, Propane, Appliances 
High Prairie, Alberta 

(403)523-3078 
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M*/tk Coder hiry atffy umytt ttHfUmt u 
rttkfimt Mms 
in the New far - 
Susan's (feelings 
from 

Chief Terry Lavallee 
Band Counciilops 
& Band Members 

Cowessess 

Indian Reservation #73 

Box 607, Broadview, SK SOG 0K0 
(306) 696-2520 Fax: 696-2767 



May He blessings o( health andptospenity he with you 
all yean though! 

A^WissioNvm 

(/ (y FUNERAL CHAPEL LTD. 
Sewing Lac La Biche, Boyle, Rich Lake and Area 
•Pre-arrangedfuneral plans 
• Rowers 

• Monuments available 

Funeral Director Derrick Kruk 

Ph. 623-1815 689-2750 623 4347 

24 Hour Service 24 Hours - Boyle Residence 
or fax 6232605 


oWql) tk c Peace, J)oy and Slone 
ojj this Ckistmae Season 
be with you tkouqhout f(ie coming yeak! 
‘Sfftom 

fire ‘Poaxd o{ c Dinecfo/is and StaJJ, 


Battlefords 

Indian 

Metis 

Friendship 

Centre 


11501 -8th Avenue 

Box 667, North Battleford, Sask. S9A 2Y9 

Phone (306) 445-8216 Fax (306) 445-6863 _ 

- S 




May The Creator 'Bestow •Blessings 

Upon you and yours and 
Hie goodwill of the Season Be •With you 
from your friends at 

St. Joseph’s 
■x\ Basilica 

8 » 8 

10044- 113 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1N8 


£ei VDUA. etmtiimni. U one 
SeUive. fag and Hearse and may. you. have 
a psuxifieAouA, flew, tytu/i 


Girl Guides 
of Canada 




Guides 
du Canada 


WHEN YOU BRING THEM TO US 
AT AN IMPRESSIONABLE AGE, 
WE LEAVE THEM 
WITH A LASTING IMPRESSION 

424-5510 

11055- 107 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5H 2Z6 


May the Spirit of Christmas warm your home 
this holiday season and continue r 
throughout the coming year, from £ 


t 

ls)ifIoa) 

Gounse/Ting 

Services 

467-4646 

Assisting clients with: 

• personal problems 

• marital & family problems 

• depression & low self-esteem 

• bereavement/grief therapy 

• alcohol & drug abuse 

• sexual abuse/assault 

• child & adolescent issues 

WE CAN MAKE HOME VISITS 


M wT Crat0r | b !' ss y° u wilh * dear sky and an open road. 

Wishing you a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year, 
from the Board of Governors. President and Staff 



Saskatchewan 
Indian 
Cultural Centre 


Our very best wishes to you ami your loved or 

Jacques 

Funeral Home 



(403)297-0711 

The name Calgary famit 

The Liitle Chapel on 
centrally locat 
240-17lh Avenue S ' 

• Traditionally rnemorir 
services rcasonah 
Pre-arranged funeral sei 



and a happy 
Healthy Neu Yt 


Invites you to explore o way of living which can help 
you gain respect (or yourself, your family, your 
community, and your work. 

The Rising Sun Is a place to start to your healing 
Journey — A New Way of Lite. A New Day. 

FOR RENEWED STRENGTH, EXPERIENCE, 

HOPE AND FOR A RENEWED SPIRIT IN FIGHTING DRUG 
AND ALCOHOL ADDICTON AND ABUSE 

EEL GROUND FIRST NATION 

P. O. Box 17, Site 3, RR 1., Eel Ground, NB, 
Ph.:(506)622-5502 • Fax: (506) 622-6152 


You’ve Got a Friend 
at 


Y 


May your hearts 6e open at Christmas ao that the, 

WILLIAM ROPER HULL CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES 

TREATMENT FOSTER CARE NEEDS 
FIRST CHOICE PARENTS!!! 

(Calgary Region) 

Stay at home with your children and provide an individualized 


ne to apply, especially those with 


mage or older children. 


OEoa 


health and 
prosperity be 


• Gilt Items • Souvenirs 
• Carlton Cards • Stationery & Toys 
• Photocopy Service on a Canon 
Color Laser Copier 

• New— Music City Section 

• T-Shirts Transfers Available 

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD DRUGSTORE 

Hodnett's I.D.A. Pharmacy 

220—24th Street, Fort MacLeod, AB 

Phone (403) 553-3123 

Phil Hodnett, B. Sc. Phm. Phone 553-3837 after hours 
Ron Sandul, B. Sc. Phm. Phone 5532595 after hours 
Bruce Falconer, B. Sc. Phm. Phone 553-2830 alter hours 



















































































































































Alberta Native News December, 1993 

Elsa Remembers 


mom what it was.” She sipped her tea as though 
it had memories in it. Smiling and rocking gently 
on the log she was sitting on, she continued. 


by Peter Cole 

Elsa was in one other 
remembering the old 
days moods. We were 
sitting around a fire 
outside with snow all 
around. The kids were 
skating on the rink then- 
parents had flooded. It 
was early but the sun 
had gone down a long 
time ago. That’s how it 
always seems up north. 

Winter means dark. 

And cold. 

“Yup. When I was a 
girl, there was lots of 
giving.” Long pause. 

You knew better than 
to talk during those 
pauses. “But there was 
none of this fancy wrap¬ 
ping paper and ribbons 
and plastic stuff.” The 
light from the crackling 
fire danced in her eyes. 

As she spoke, I thought 
about how beautiful she 
was. What was she now 
—eighty five? She knew 
I was daydreaming and 
stopped talking. I came 
back. And she went on. 

k before _ _„„„„„„„ 

against the law to speak Indian. Before The missionaries didn’t get up to where we were 
people got greedy and in a big rush.” Another until I was about ten. Sure, we celebrated the 
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The sound of the children skating — the little 
ones unsteady like newborn deer, older ones 
gaining confidence in their bodies, learning 
balance. Laughter and whoops of excitement. 
The odd whimper or cry from childhood woes and 
accidents. Whipping around, throwing snow, 
pulling and being pulled in toboggans, sliding on 
their backs or stomachs. Sounds of young life full 
of itself, full of that good spirit. A sharp contrast 
to the deep shame and loneliness that I knew 
Elsa felt seventy-five years ago at the residential 
school. Bunkbeds, uniforms, cold, empty build¬ 
ings. Like the hollow insides of dead insects. 
Praying to powers and beings that had nothing to 
do with her own life. ‘You weren’t allowed to talk 
about rocks and trees having spirits. They 
whipped you if you sang your own songs, prayed 
your own prayers. In your own language." 

Somewhere under that joy was an indwelling 
sorrow — connecting this old woman to that 
young girl — and the nuns and priests. I think 
about the stripping away of her family and 
culture. What a brave child she must have been. 
She had to be or they'd have broken her. It made 
me so mad to think of them grinding her pride 
into the ground and filling in the empty space 
with shame. A shame so deep and lingering that 
she still unconsciously lowered her voice and 
eyes when there were priests around. 


^^OIVfI"ooK^Dr7a'o^ar , . 


pause as she let the reel of her memory unwind. 
‘We didn’t need a special time of the year to give. 
Back then, we wf*~ i " 

not just one by 


days getting longer and the changing 
the seasons. But we didn’t cut down a tree and 
touch with the Creator — put it in the living room. Or put up notices and 
but everybody.” Another invite people to talk who were just big-shots with 
nothing to say.” She laughed quietly and chewed 
on her biscuit. No one spoke. Or hardly breathed. 
“Then the priests and government people and 


“We didn’t go to those shopping centres. Didn’ 
go to the store except for flour and sugar and 


And bullets.” She smiled. I could tell that she the mounties came and said I had to go to school. 
Was a little girl again in her mind. At a trading We didn’t know what they were talking about, 
post. Probably with one of her uncles or older But I went.” I knew she’d eventually get around 
brothers. Her parents didn’t go into town much, to talking about giving gifts. I’d learned over the 
But she liked the things that sparkled. And yearsyou didn’t rush Elsa. You waited until she 
those ribbony candies with red and yellow and got around to whatever it was she wanted to talk 
green stripes. She told me about how she looked about. 

forward to going in to get supplies in the spring. “Residential school. I had to leave my parents 


rifles. That was always a big sacrifice. My and figure. We tried to talk to those people 
parents never had any money. They just traded suits and uniforms but they said there was no 
for what they needed. It was just the odd time arguing. So I went. Everybody figured it was just 
they got cash. I remember the first time I saw for a while — a month or two. Then I’d be back, 
real money. It was on the table and I asked my We’d all be back. That’s not how it happened.” 


god< 8 tesAjo« (JOW/Il 

f)n Qjout IW^Pifgtiwage O^-— 

cAAay youk keaAls be open al — — 

S£ove aMCPeace maq g»ow 

° F the HiG** 

uUaj you laic a pnospeMws from the 

and JuCJifSiM VILLAGE 

OF ONOWAY 

Wishing you tlie Spirit of Christmas, which ia Peace, 
the Joy of Cliri8tmaa, which ia Hope, 
and the Heart of Chriatmaa, 
which is Love - 

CATHOLIC V* 
ip? ARCHDIOCESE 
^ OF EDMONTON U 




Eden’s Funeral 
Home ^ 

I* 


p 


(Est. (1958) By Frank W. Eden) 


Pincher Creek, Alta., P.O. Box 924 TOK 1 WO 
. Phone: (403)627-3131 

Fort MacLeod, Alta., P.O. Box 755 TOL 0Z0 
Phone: (403) 553-3772 
Dennis Novak 


Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, from 

Connelly—McKinley 
Ltd. 

Funeral Directors 


CALL COLLECT 


422-2222 


10011 -114 Street, EDMONTON 
ALSO CHAPELS IN: 

ST. ALBERT, St. Vital & Hwy 2 458-2222 

SHERWOOD PARK, 265 Fir St. 464-2226 


May Ihe Gw!Spirit suiilryou and krepyou salt this special holiday season... 

KITIGAN ZIBI 
HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lionel Whiteduck, Director 
P. 0. BOX 160, 

8 KIKINAMAGE MIKAN 

, 0 - MANIWAKI, QUEBEC J9E 3B4 

Ph.(819)449-5593 Fax.(819)449-7411 



Cordial Greetings to those whose friendship and goodwill ire 
value so highly. In this spirit the staff and management wish to 
extend our heartfelt wishes for a bright, pmsperous -Hew year 

Park Funeral Chapel 


Greg M. Lalache (306) 244-2103 

Fax (306) 244-1964 
311 - 3rd Avenue N„ Saskatoon, SK 


FOSTER FAMILIES WANTED 


w ispl IfipemoyOko. 

/ak awOsisak mlna namflya 
" * ‘ vin, pO pikiskwOk: 


Saskatchewan Foster Care Inquiry l-800-667-7( 


*" Complete training, support and reimbursement 
provided. 

© If you like young people and enjoy being a parent, 
call fSask.) Foster Care Services 1-800-667-7002 


Peace On Earth St Goodwill to All 

AAA “TRIPLE A” 

DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 

Blaine F. J. Casslos 
Cert!lied Denial Mechanic (Denlurist) 

(403) 424-9645 


m 


PHARMASAVE 


DRUGSTORES 


• Located throughout Alberta • 

WJaAUu} you the many jojyi. of thu. ipuual Uaduu 


"It's a good time to get Pharmasaved" 



































Elsa Remembers 

Continued from Page 25 


“When I was a girl we didn’t have electricity or 
running water. Candles and pails — that was 
good enough. We made things from what we 
found in the forest — from skins or wool or wood 
or bone. Stones. Whatever there was. My mother 
always said it was good to do things with your 
hands. She was a great one for everybody always 
doing something.” As she spoke, Elsa was bead¬ 
ing a brooch for one of her great-grandchildren. 
Her hands moved as if they didn’t need her eyes 
to guide them. 

“Lots of times we just gave things to people 
because they needed them or because we felt like 
it. We listened to those voices inside. Giving 
didn’t have anything to do with calendars or how 
many shopping days were left.” 

As Elsa spoke, the other people around the fire 
paid close attention to her. They all respected her 
for who she was — her words. And her actions. 


STOW MEDICINE LODGE 

TREATMENT CENTRE OF 
ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE 

P.0. Box 1287 

jjs Cochrane, Alberta TOL 0W0 . 

fr y?*.-- .Jj| 

NATIVE ALCOHOLISM 
RECOVERY CENTRE 
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(403) 932-5333 


Children's 

Advocate 


Government of Alberta 


you are committed to keeping Alberta's i 
; concept of holding parents ac 


rapidly changing enviroi 
role will appeal to you. 


le Mini: 


trong interest in 
vices in today's 
this challenging 

• of Family and 


Child rer 

sible forjepresenting the rights, interests and 
services under the authority of the Child Welfare Act. 

provided on a province-wide basis by investigating 
complaints or concerns about these children directly, 
or through a staff of 20. You will also be working 
closely with the Commissioner of Children's Services 




Alberta's children. 

ition requires an indepth knowledge of the 
trowlh and development patterns of children 
rhild/family/community social environ- 


Competition Number 93MMD81-.„ .. 

Search, Alberta Personnel Administration Office, 
4th Floor, Kensington Place, 10011 - 109 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberto, T5J 3S8. Telephone: (403) 
427-7891, Fax: (403) 422-0835. 
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But they still did other things — like beading, “But if we don’t talk about it, nobody does 
knitting, sewing, making their kids or somebody anything—about anything.” Pause. “If s not just 
else’s behave, putting wood on the fire. Some talk. You know I’m no big talker.” We all knew 
chewed on pieces of straw or grass. Some stared she had long periods of silence, but she also liked 
into the fire — silent. I refilled her mug. For me, to talk. “If s the beginning of change. Like a 
the slightest smile that brushed across her lips spark waiting for the wind. Like the first 
was worth a thousand spoken thank you’s. Elsa raindrop.” She dozed for a while, her mug held 
pulled her scarf tighter, moved closer to the fire, steadily in her lap. Her fingers like willow 
threw in some tobacco, then came back and sat branches, wrapped around the cup like a basket, 
down on her log. Then she closed her eyes and Her breath silent and steady, slow. When she 
sipped her tea. What a lot of pain I thought—and woke up a few minutes later, no-one has spoken 
joy! What a beautiful universe of a woman in this — as though her silence were sacred. As though 
small old body. What a blessing! Thank you talk wasn’t an option. 

creator. “This Christmas stuff, putting oranges in socks 

“In that school — they made you wear these and decorating. There’s parts of it are okay. But 
white man’s clothes. Everybody dressed the you got to remember that when you give some- 
same. We must have looked like a bunch of thing, you give thanks first to the Creator. You 
mushrooms.” Pause. “None of us spoke English, don’t just pat yourself on the. back and forget 
We just had our own language.” Another pause, where your breath comes from. There’s spirit in 
“Stop speaking that heathen language’ they’d what you give when it comes from your heart, 
say. Yeah. We learned all about sin. About how And the spirit stays there. It connects you. It’s 
bad it is to be Indian. About praying in a dead sharing yourself.” Another sip. I could tell she 
language at the same time our own was dying, was getting tired. 

Talk about prison. I’m surprised they didn’t lock “I’m pretty well done my ranting—for tonight, 

us up and make us break rocks with hammers.” But you know.” Long pause. “I like giving those 
She laughed hoarsely and coughed. I patted her things to those kids. And sometimes I wrap them 
back. Oh, her eyes when she laughed — like up. Just to see them open them. And sometimes 
creek pebbles. How close, I thought, joy and pain we put a tree up in the house. That was fun.” 
become. Elsa, I thought, you are a gift. And I love Pause. “It’s not that we were Christian. We knew 
you. all about that. From experience. It was some- 

“The way I learned back home was when you thing nice to do when the nights were long and 
picked plants or stones or bark, you gave thanks the days were short. If you have to stay inside, 
for them. Whether you were making medicine or you might as well celebrate.” I felt like applaud- 
just something pretty. You purified yourself, ing. But it wouldn’t have been appropriate. For 
Your thoughts. You didn’t just go around and me. 

collect whatever you wanted and put it in a bag As I was leaving Elsa after walking her home, 
and give it to somebody. You put yourself into she slipped something into my hand — smiling 
your gift. Like you put yourself into prayer, and not saying anything. Just smiling. When I 
That’s how we did it back in those days.” The fire opened it a few days later, after the days started 
flared up. We knew there were spirits around, to get longer, I found the brooch I’d been 
There always were when there was good talk, admiring her bead as we sat by the fire talking 
The wind whipped up the fire and the children that night. The one I thought she was making for 
behaved better. They knew, too — that some- her great-granddaughter. There was also a 
thing was happening. tobacco-tie. Usually it’s the young ones give it to 

“Sometimes 1 feel like an old nag — going on the elders. Next time we have a sacred fire, I’ll 
about the old days, the old ways.” Silence again, offer it to the Creator for my friend Elsa. Hiyhiy! 


Cordial greetings to those whose friendship and 
goodwill we value so highly; in this spirit the staff 
and management wish to extend our heartfelt 
wishes for a bright, healthy New Year, from 

EKWESKEET 
REHABILITATION 
CENTRE 

ONION LAKE 

SASKATCHEWAN SOM 2E0 

( 306 ) 344-2094 

or fax (306) 344-4805 
Be in control of your life! 

Say No to Drugs and Alcohol 



La Ronge Drugstore 


Visit us today for all your 
health care needs 
916 La Ronge Avenue, La Ronge SK 

(306) 425-2252 

Fax (306) 425-3082 


The Board, Administration 
Medical & Nursing Staff 
of 

Stanton 

Yellowknife 

Hospital 

Yellowknife, NWT 

Ph. (403) 920-4111 • Fax (403) 873-4382 

May your hearts be open 
at Christmas so that the 
Circle of Love and Peace 
may grow 



BOX 520, 744 - 26 STREET 
FORT MACLEOD, ALBERTA TOL 0Z0 
PHONE: (403) 553-4487 

Wishing You 
Health and Prosperity 
for Christmas and 
through the New Year 
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Gambling addictions 
are dangerous 

by Brian Savage 

Last month Edmontonians participated in the 
fifth annual Walk Sober/Join the Circle cer¬ 
emony, a highlight of the Drug Awareness/ 
National Addictions Awareness Week. Nation¬ 
ally, the event has grown to include over 1200 
communities and almost a million people across 
the country and is coordinated by the Nechi 
Institute. 

This year Leonard Blumenthal, chief executive 
of the Alberta Alcohol and Drug Abuse Commis¬ 
sion won special recognition for his efforts from 
the Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse. He 
was awarded a medal and was honoured by walk 
organizers in Edmonton. 

Nechi Institute Director Maggie Hodgson while 
happy about the growing success of the walk and 
the greater awareness of drug and alcohol abuse 
in the community, is concerned about the impact 
of gambling addiction on Natives. 

“The concern I see is a number of people have 
shifted addictions,” says Hodgson. “They’ve 
moved from drugs and alcohol which they now 
seem to be abstaining from, to bingos and casinos 
and the video machines. 

“I think we need to ensure that as much energy 
goes into prevention and intervention as obtain¬ 
ing revenue from the activity. I think that it’s an 
issue that’s a challenge to both the Native 
community and to the Alberta government to 
address this issue before it becomes more serious 
than it already is. 

“Substance abuse, prevention, education and 
treatment programs are areas that are currently 


Healing 


being addressed under the current funding 
structure. However gambling is one area where 
an education process needs to be developed. 
People who frequent casinos should do so with 
some awareness as to what an addiction looks 
like, how it feels and how much it costs not only 
in dollars but in terms of health and life.” 

Hodgson related the story of two accidental 
deaths on her own reserve when people died in 
the middle of a blizzard trying to make it to a 
bingo. 

“What would motivate a person to go to a bingo 
in the middle of a blizzard?” asks Hodgson. 
“Addiction is a driver and gambling can kill. I 
interviewed a man who said he played poker for 
60 hours and went off the road — he’s a road 
hazard and could kill. He was so exhausted after 
gambling but still he got in his car and tried to 
drive home. So it’s not only social costs of the 
addiction in terms of children and families but 
also health costs and it can be terminal. 

“I think setting up the casinos and video 
gambling and other venues like bingo is similar 
to the liquor stores: people who frequent them 
frequent them out of a social need.” 

Hodgson compared gambling to prostitution, 
both having been here “since time immemorial.” 
Poker games were first held in peoples’ homes, 
Hodgson notes, and now it is a public act. 

“I don’t know if I would support the stopping of 
gambling anymore than the stopping of prostitu¬ 
tion,” says Hodgson, “because I think it’s embed¬ 
ded into Canadian culture and North American 
culture. What 


i people can identify and understand that there 
is the binge gambler, those who only gamble on 
the weekend but may spend $400 on a weekend 
so it’s $800 then $1600 a month. That's $16,000 
Continued on Page 31 


CROSS LAKE 

INDIAN BAND 

Merry Christmas and Happy Hem Year 
to all of our brothers and sisters 
of the first Nations 

from Chief Sydney Garrioch, and flora/ Councillors; 
John Paupanekis, fiflan Paupanekis, John Pnyus 
Thomas, fir (hie McKay, Georye Mueetoayon, frnest 
Monais, frnest Galt, and Athene Robinson. 

nfsrm mum mn 

(204) 676-2218 CROSS LAKE, MANITOBA 


JEAND. TAYLOR PH.D 
PSYCHOLOGIST 


Individual & Family Therapy 

Specialigiey 3e Ptobfems ©/.■ 
•Depression - Anxiety - Stress - Violence 
• Childhood & School • Habit Control 
• Relationships • Separation • Divorce 

Native Issues 

329-4559 

2503 - 18th AVE. S., LETHBRIDGE, AB 


Heading somewhere for the holidays? We don't want 
to see you. 

Nothing personal, you understand. It’s just that bitter 
experience has taught us that Christmas can be turned 
from joy to tragedy by accident. And accidents can be 
prevented. 

• Remember to buckle up 

• Make sure your car and tires are in good shape 

• Travel only when road and weather conditions permit 

• Don’t have one for the road 

Enjoy your trip and have a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
From your friends at: 






e don’t want 
to see you 
at Christmas! 
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Call Home... there’s someone who does care about you 


by John Copley 

“When I finally hit the bottom I knew there were only two choices left — 
death or resurrection — and I chose the latter.” 

These are the words of Arlene Franchette — former beauty pageant 
winner; former church choir member; former prostitute and drug addict. 

“I suddenly became aware that I was the only person who could do 
anything for me and that if I was waiting for a white knight in shining 
armour to come to the rescue I could be in limbo for a very long time. There 
is no white knight — only inner fight.” 

"I suppose if I’d had a rotten childhood I could blame my perents. But I 
didn’t. I suppose if I’d been a total failure at school I could blame my 
teachers. But I wasn’t. I suppose if I’d listened to my family in the first 
place my sudden demise in society would never have happened. But I 
didn’t — and it did.” 

Arlene Franchette was bom in 1967, the third child of Claude and Irene. 


May your hearts be open s< 



May your hearts be open 
at Christmas so that the circle 
of love and peace may grow 

II Park 
(Sfrmeral 
II (Eljapel 

GregM. Lalache 

Tel. (306)244-2103 
Fax (306) 244-1964 

£9 


Wishing you the Spirit of Christmas which is Peace, 
the Joy of Christmas which is Hope, 
and the Heart of Christmas which is Love... 
Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year 
from 



Beaver Lake 
Wah-Pow 

Detox and 
Treatment Centre 


Box 1648, Lac La Biche, 
Alberta TOA 2C0 


( 403 ) 623-2553 

Fax: (403) 623-4523 


LMp-y our Creator Jiff your Rome and your Rear! 
wilR blessings at Christmas 4 
and guide your Jootsteps Wl 

in tRe year to come lHMDIWr 
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KAPOWN CENTRE 

- Chemical dependency services direcled toward people 16 years of age and older. 

- Minimum 6 week residential program. 

- “Total Person" Concept utilized 

-Continuousintake. v. Yl/o-f-Cfi. t\\ 

- 24-hour in-patient care 

- Patients are required to have the following items: 

- personal grooming items 

- suitable clothing for indoor and outdoor 

- two pairs of footwear, one for indoors and one for outdoors 

- valid Health Care Card 

- completed admission forms 

- current medical reports 

- transportation, financial and personal affairs i 




- advance notice of arrival vit 


as so pick-up i 


General Delivery 
Grouard, Alberta TOG ICO 
Phone: (403)751-3921 
Fax: (403)751-3831 



A child destined for bigger things 
— but a child who would be 
determined to have a mind of her 
own, regardless of the circum¬ 
stances. 

At 13 Arlene was a well liked 
member of her church group and 
was an active participant in the 
choir. At 14 she entered and won 
first place in a beauty pageant. At 
15 she won her second. It was 
during this pageant that she met 
Frank. 

Frank was a youngman but still 
considerably older at 23 years of 
age. His track record wasn’t too 
good. He’d already served over three years in jail for a variety of offences 
that included fraud, theft, possession of narcotics and break and entry. 

Knowing that her parents would disapprove of her dating a man eight 
years her senior Arlene hid the fact from them. In doing so they never had 
the opportunity to speak with him, to appraise him, to check him out to see 
if he was the kind of guy who should be dating their young and 
impressionable daughter. 

Suddenly, all the good habits and tenderness toward the family 
disappeared. Arlene stayed out late — sometimes not coming home at all. 
Her grades dropped off and her teachers became worried and concerned 
about her. 

Amidst a hollering session with her parents one Friday evening, Arlene 
walked out and wasn’t seen again for over three months. She was now 16 
years old and there was very little the police could do. 

“It wasn’t a very happy time for me,” Arlene recalls. “I got caught up in 
something and really didn’t know how to bring it to an end. I didn’t think 
I would be a welcome sight at home. By this time I’d been involved in drugs 
and my arms were full of needle marks. I’d also been involved in 
prostitution and I guess I was really afraid to go home or even to call to tell 
them that I was alright. Because really, I wasn’t.” 

Thirteen weeks after her sudden departure from home Arlene came face 
to face with her father while walking down Jasper Avenue in downtown 
Edmonton. 

“I was so scared,” she recalls, “that I just ran away.” But her dad chased * 
her down — and after a reassuring hug, they had coffee together. “I didn’t 
want to go home. I was too ashamed — I couldn’t face my mom or my 
sisters.” 

But that meeting was a start. And from it came many more over the next 
several months that followed. “Finally,” recalls Arlene, “I agreed to return 
home for a Sunday Easter dinner.” That dinner proved to be the changing | 
point in young Arlene’s life. 

“My mom was so understanding and sympathetic—I’ll never forget how 
she put me at ease. I’ll also never forget how scared I was when I walked 
through the door for the first time. It was after our conversation that I 
knew I’d soon be coming home for good.” 

And soon it was. Two days later her dad picked her up at her small one 
room flat and brought her home. “It took some therapy and a drug 
rehabilitation program but after three months I was on the right track 
again,” says Arlene. 

Arlene has since finished school—this all happened over nine years ago. 
Today Arlene Franchette works with young girls who’ve experienced 
similar problems in their lives. And she finds the work challenging, but 
rewarding. 

“I give lectures for various groups and work one-on-one with girls in 
trouble situations,” says Franchette. “The work can be traumatic at times 
but I was once where they are. I was one of the lucky ones. Many girls never 
get to go home again.” 

“Parent support is imperative,” says Franchette, “if this type of re¬ 
acquaintance is to work. I’m thankful for the many parents who are out 
there that have given their daughters their support and their hearts. It I 
takes good teamwork by both kids and their parents — and I just hope that 
anyone out there reading this article that needs their parents’ support will I 
call home and ask for it.” 

Do you need help? Please call home this Christmas season! 



Oilfields General Hospital 

... we care 

. never drink and drive • seek help for drug abuse 
• use seat belts • turn car lights on while driving 

tiding you Seasons Greetings (,{,1111 

DYNAMIC HEALTH CARE md ° %¥» ?<”'< HiMi 

Oilfields General Hospital is located on Highway 22 on the south entrance to 
Black Diamond. It Is a spacious, bright facility of which the residents of the 

a,e extremely proud. Opened May 1984. the Oilfields General 
Hospital has 51 beds for active and auxiliary care and houses a maternity ward 
complete with a labour/dellvety room with birthing bed. 

The Oilfields General Hospital staffe 115 people who provide excellent health 
care to the residents of our communities. 

General Hospital has completed its construction project to provide 
more efficient and effective health care. 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 

* !?° urs ada Y-An ambulance service Is run out of the 

hospital . Helicopter port for emergency transport of patients 

AMBULANCE • HOSPITAL » Ph. 933-2222 or Fax 933-2031 
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Catholic Bishops Pledge Solidarity With Aboriginal Peoples 9 

w®. ^° llC bisho .P s have committed the _ 3 H 


Ch r C AK t ° walkj 'ig C ^to h the S future°in'solidarity theT^ ’fh g “ d ^ ntentions of missionaries in 
with Aboriginal peoples. nty “*® P ast > the bishops said, “the missionary 

- endeavour was deeply marked by the prevailing 

attitudes of the su¬ 
periority of Euro¬ 
pean culture.” 

The bishops ex¬ 
pressed regret for 
the pain and suffer¬ 
ing that many Abo¬ 
riginal people expe¬ 
rienced while at¬ 
tending residential 
schools. “The shock¬ 
ing revelations 
about the various 
types of abuse expe¬ 
rienced at some resi¬ 
dential schools have 
moved us to a pro¬ 
found examination 
of conscience as a 
Church,” they said. 

The bishops said 
that Catholic dio¬ 
ceses have commit¬ 
ted themselves to or¬ 
ganizing local fo¬ 
rums where healing 
and reconciliation 
can occur. They in¬ 
sisted, however, that 
“neither justice nor 
healing can take 
place withoutsignifi- 
cant participation of 

JS- promise was made by the Canadian ment and the rest of Canadlantoriety^The 
Conference of Catholic- Bishops last month dur- bishops said that Indian residential schools 
At PeC f a ) 1 v, C0 R SU t i n 10n he d m 0t ^ wa Wlth “ were initiated by the federal government, sus- 
members of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal tained by government funds and Native peoples' 
Peoples. Our desire is to chart a new course with funds that the government administered, and 
the Aboriginal peoples of this country,” the supervised by, government officials ” 
bishops smd in their brief. The bishops expressed particular regret that 

The bishops made eleven commitments rang- Aboriginal peoples nearly lost the “free expos¬ 
ing from educating Catholics about the value of sion and celebration” of their spirituality as a 
Aboriginal cultures through support for Native result oftheir encounter with European culture, 
self-government and the just resolution of land The Catholic leaders welcomed the resurgence of 
claims - Native spirituality as it is interwoven with 



Christianity, and promised a respectful dialogue 
with those Aboriginal people for whom “Christi- 
exclusive” Native S P iritual >ty are mutually 
The bishops noted that in recent years the 
Uiurch has been consistently involved in the 
Aboriginal struggle for justice and self-determi¬ 
nation. “We will continue to support the Aborigi¬ 
nal desire for self-government in concrete and 
public ways,” the bishops said. 


ABORIGINAL 
NURSES 
ASSOCIATION 
OF CANADA 


Office (613) 241-1864/241-18 


ALPINE VALUE 
KJ DRUG MART 

• Prescription Service 

• Cosmetics 845-3727 

• Photo Processing 
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ALPINE CARDS 

& GIFTS ^ 


845-3727 


• Gifts for all occasions 


5107 - 50th St., Rocky Mtn House, AB 
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SAULTEAUX 
V W a BAND 
"* ■ GOVERNMENT 

The Salteaux Band is accepting applications for the 

position of “Prevention Co-ordinator 1”, to work under 

the direction of the community wellness co-ordinator. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

• The candidate shall be responsible for administrating 
and directing a community based alcoholism/ 
chemical abuse program. 

• Refer clients to appropriate treatment. 

• Provide prevention/after care counselling with groups 
and one-to-one basis. 

QUALIFICATIONS 

• Rve years continuous sobriety 

• Proven administrating ability, supervisory experience 
and public communication skills. 

• Certification - minimum three years counselling 
experience, client therapy Diploma in a human 
services discipline, Nechi training would be an asset. 

• Valid driver's license and personal vehicle. 

• Cree language an asset. 

SALARY & BENEFITS 


Please submit your resume as soon as possible, to: 

Austin Tootoosis, 

Community Wellness Co-ordinator 
Box 159, Cochin, Saskatchewan SOM 0L0 
Telephone (306) 386-2067 Fax (306) 386-2444 




Beit ,vi,kc, 

from tkc 

SALVATION ARMY 

NortLern AILcrto anil 
Nortkwct Territorial 



Formerly, Anishinaabc Child and Family 
Services, the agency has been In existence since 
1982, and serves band members of DAKOTA 
TIPI, FISHFR RIVER, JACKHEAD AND 
PEGU1S First Nations. Services are available to 
all band members residing on or off reserve. 
Services include: 

• adoption, repatriation 
•fostering 

• extended family placements 

• abuse and family violence 

• intervention and support 

• homemaker program 

• expectant and single parents 

• counselling 

• therapy 

• referrals 

• youth groups and various other support 
groups 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE 
CONTACT A TEAM LEADER AT ONE OF 
OUR SUB-OFFICE LOCATIONS: 

Main office Peguis Reserve 
Box 309 Hodgson, Manitoba ROC INO 
Telephone: (204) 645-2049/2055 
Fax:(204)645-2558 


FISHER RIVER 
General Delivery 
Koostatak, Manitoba 
ROC ISO 

Ph: (204) 665-2744 
Fx: (204) 665-2745 

DAKOTA TIPI 
Box 841 

Portage la Prairie, MB 
R1NX3 

Ph: (204) 857-4381 
Fx: (204) 239-6384 


WINNIPEG OUTREACH 
205 - 286 Smith Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C1K4 

Ph: (204) 949-0855 
Fx: (204) 949-1180 

JACKHEAD 
General Delivery 
Dallas, Manitoba 
R0C0S0 

Ph: (204) 394-2425 
Fx: (204) 394-2053 


'Serving the Cree, Ojihwtty & 'Vakpta first tNptwns ’ 
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Native Woman Becomes Lawyer 


by Parry Stelter 

Cheryl Arcand Kootenay of the Alexander Band puts another mark on 
the wall for Native role models. She’s a wife and a mother of two children 
and after approximately seven years of post secondary education she 
officially became a lawyer on September 30th, 1993. Cheryl looks forward 
to professionally relating to Native people and their issues. 

When I asked her what inspired her to continue her education she said, 
“My family and especially my son. I wanted to be a role model for him. I was 
also brought up in a family where education was stressed. We had good 
strong roots. Besides I’ve always wanted to go to University.” 

Included in the seven years of Cheryl’s education is a three year bachelor 
of arts degree, an eight week pre-law course and finally three years in law 
school. She states, “The hardest thing through it all was not being able to 
spend time with my family, especially in law school. There was a 
tremendous commitment of study and work time demanded of me. At that 
time my son Brett was fairly young, so I missed a lot of important years 
with him. This is why I’m staying home for awhile, so I can spend more time 
with my new daughter Breanna.” It seems that Cheryl not only learned a 
lot in school about law, but also a lot about family importance. 

I asked if she had any words of wisdom for anyone that would like to 
further their education. “At times it’s going to be a hard and long road, but 
persevere. When you look back on it all you’ll barely remember it, but 
through the struggles it will all be worthwhile.” 

Since Cheryl is taking time out to bond with her new child, work will 
have to wait. Her schooling is complete and now it’s just a matter of time 
before she pursues her long deserved career. 

Cheryl would like to be good at what she does. She is interested in 
criminal and family law as well as current Native justice issues. 

Cheryl along with many other Natives both male and female are striving 
for a better future. Opportunities do not come unless you make them 


Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year 


tyl£t Aa&e 
TJteti^ Settlement 



Phone: (403) 767-3894 

Fax: (403) 767-3888 

General Delivery, Gift Lake, Alberta TOG 1B0 



n take you a long way. Cheryl had a 


happen. Education and wisdom a 
dream and she made it happen. 

Funding for Cheryl’s education was assisted by Yellowhead Tribal 
Council. Y.T.C. is an organization that sponsors and supports Native 
people in their effort to further their education. Y.T.C. represents the five 
bands that are in the surrounding areas of Spruce Grove, Alberta. These 
are Enoch, Alexander, Alexis, Sunchild and O’ Chiese. Yellowhead 
Tribal Council is helping many people to reach their potential. They have 
helped Cheryl in reaching hers. 


Mark Amy Center 
For Healing Addictions 


<zSate ’skenmaien 


Imawake. Quebec JOL 1B0 


(514)632-7580 Fax (514) 632-5116 


P. O. Box 5748, 

Fort McMurray, AB T9H 4V9 



Phone: 334-2398 • 334-2397 


CUSTOM 


ORTHOPEDIC LTD. I 


“EUROPEAN CRAFTSMEN” BIRKENSTOCK SANDALS 

• CUSTOM MADE ARCH SUPPORT SALES & SERVICE 

• ORTHOPEDIC SHOE BUILD-UPS 

• GENERAL SHOE & HANDBAG REPAIRS 

• FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 
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Chiefs Endorse Sarich Report 

of his Report on the Canboo-Chilcotin Justice able justice system and process P 

^r^ToSe^ntri.ht 5 to ^ ^ “ J T tiCe iS “° re ‘han/ustpoUcmg, courts and 
been part ot our inherent nght to self-govem- penal institutions. Justice is fairness It includes 

Tve op'id^esSShTm 8 ^ 8 T ^ f 11 -Pf ts of social interac^o?"ow S a" 

systems. That treated by each other and by all the ‘systems’, 
is not recommendation, it is a statement of Judge Sarich is to be commended for hearing 

Re j thprv 7 eig and * u PP° rt to these efforts and the need to work together and support our 
,1 befn T PreSS i the h ° P ? thatthe re P ort Natives in social development.” 
teSfetoktr'uicker resolution of The Chiefs believe that the seriousness and the 

UrgenCV ° f i8SUeS like the land 1 ues t ion and 
i a P ^ successful in bringing long- removal of resources require that they be dealt 

standing grievances into the open and in increas- with immediately y 

nprrentTnns 6 <vf tb^ P l° b !f mS ’ “perils and The Cariboo-Chilcotin First Nations recognize 
P Ttlvif hy •“ ? d 'f ussed and deal t that the Inquiry and this report are just small 
with o p enly. Even prior to the issuing of the steps in what has been and will be a lengthy 
"KlES mc F easad awareness and open process. It is their hope that acceptance of this 
dialogue had produced some positive changes. report and its recommendations by the Federal 
In a statement, the Chiefs write that “The 
report recognizes and validates what we have 
been saying, doing and trying to do for many 
years. It acknowledges and endorses the recom¬ 
mendations for change that we and our commu¬ 
nities presented and it calls upon the whole 


3‘1‘ 

and Provincial governments will “speed up the 
process of achieving justice for our people, a 
process that has been painfully and unaccept¬ 
ably slow." They also recognize that much of the 
responsibility for progress now rests with First 
Nations. “We accept that responsibility and call 
on . tbe attorney General and all the relevant 
Ministries to work with us to achieve acceptable, 
workable and just solutions,” state the Chiefs. 

They further stress the need for adequate 
resources to implement the Report’s recommen¬ 
dations and to establish their own systems. In 
these times of fiscal restraint, the Chiefs empha¬ 
size two points: 

“one of the most important changes is the need 
for a change in attitude. That should not be a 
costly process: second, and most important, we 
must compare the cost of change with the cost of 
failing to change. The personal, social and 
financial costs of the current failures are phe¬ 
nomenal. We simply can’t afford not to support 
the changes!” 


Gambling addictions 

Continued from Page 27 

1 a year that they contribute to gambling and not 
going on their children, so that’s why I’m 
concerned.” 

. Hodgson does not consider herself a “temper- 
I ance-kind of person” but recognizes that these 
activities go on and people become involved in 
, them and may need help. People should be 
| prepared to assist those who need help and try to 
I prevent addiction and suffering. 

“We will be doing a series of things related to 
gambling,” says the director of the Nechi Insti- 
| tute. “That’s why we call it National Addictions 
Week, because gambling can be an addiction. We 
I didn’t want to have a national alcohol addiction 
| week, and a national bingo week etc. Whether 
I your addiction is gambling or whether your 
I addiction is sex, an addiction is an addiction.” 

| Hodgson says she is presently trying to set up 

I funding from the government but is waiting to 
study the report on gambling being prepared for 
the government by University of Alberta profes¬ 
sor Gary Smith. 



“I don’t think they (the government) are going 
to make any kind of decision until the report is 
released and it will show the level of gambling. 
Our concern is that (Smith’s) report has only a 
handful of Aboriginals in it — out of 17001 think 
only five were Aboriginal. We want to study the 
issue in relation to gambling addiction and make 
it a basis for our training and programming.” 
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Manitoba Judge Resigns Just Before Misconduct Hearings Begin 


The following is based on, and contains ex¬ 
cerpts and quotations from, articles that ap¬ 
peared in the December 7th issue of the Winnipeg 
Free Press. The articles were written by Ruth 
Teichroeb. 

A Manitoba provincial court judge recently 
resigned just as the Manitoba Judicial Council 
was about to commence hearings into complaints 
of his misconduct. 

The complaints against Bruce McDonald, 75, 
spanned more than twenty years. His state¬ 
ments and actions have angered women, Natives 
groups, and members of the legal profession. For 
example, in 1969, McDonald said it would be a 
“joyful result” if residents of the Long Plain 
Indian band “killed each other off.” 


Peace on Earth ☆ Goodwill to All 

Ouellette & Hajduk 

Barristers & Solicitors 
Vital O. Ouellette, B.A., LL.B. 
Richard B. Hajduk, LLB. 

5226 - 50 Ave., St. Paul, AB TOA 3A0 
Tel: (403) 645-5202 Fax: 645-6507 



In resigning, McDonald said that the hearings 
would be too stressful for his family, and that he 
had decided to forego the opportunity to defend 
his reputation. He was quoted as telling the 
judicial council that “There’s no way I could 
combat a campaign that has been launched 
(against me).” 

McDonald’s resignation resulted in the cancel¬ 
lation of the hearings. It was expected that about 
two dozen witness would testify about com¬ 
plaints that ranged from allegedly sexist and 
racist remarks made by McDonald, to his alleged 
harassment of witnesses and others. 

Some observers felt it was unfair that McDonald 
could resign without having to face the conse- 
quences of his actions. 

Phil Fontaine, the leader of the Assembly of 
Manitoba Chiefs, said that public concerns have 
been left unanswered, and was quoted as saying 
“There’s an obligation on the part of the province 
to get to the bottom of this. It’s a testament to 
deficiencies in the system and how it has affected 
our people.” 

Dennis Pashe, Chief of the Dakota Tipi, had 
filed several complaints against McDonald. He 
was quoted as saying that McDonald is “a 
symptom of the problem” and that the current 
system of monitoring judges is “like asking the 
fox to watch the hen house.” 

A Portage la Prairie resident was quoted as 
saying “I feel very, very saddened for the many 
people who have been victimized and notgotten 
justice.” 

Dorothy Hill, chairwoman of the Manitoba 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women, said 
that she was frustrated that the public won’t find 
out why the Judicial Council ignored the com¬ 
plaint which her group filed six years ago. 

The women’s council had filed a formal com¬ 
plaint with the Judicial Council concerning the 
way McDonald handled an incest case where he 
told an offender he should have turned to a 
prostitute instead. 

Another example of an incident regarding 



McDonald occured last year, when he refused to 
give a woman a peace bond in Morden court after 
she complained of death threats and constant 
harassment from her ex-partner. McDonald is 
quoted as asking her “Ever thought of quitting 
work?” 

Also last year, the Manitoba Court of Appeal 
overturned three domestic violence cases where 
McDonald sentenced abusers to conditional 
discharges. Mr. Justice Aubrey Hirschfield said 
that the sentences were “inappropriate.” 

In 1991, a director of Child and Family Serv¬ 
ices of Central Manitoba made complaints to 
then-justice Minister Jim McCrae and an assist¬ 
ant deputy minister, after McDonald delayed 
sentencing of a Carman pedophile for over a 
year. The director said that the community was 
“outraged” and the pedophile was continuing to 
approach children. 

Access to Information documents obtained by 
the Winnipeg Free Press in June revealed that a 
former chief provincial judge had received com¬ 
plaints about McDonald in the mid-1960s. 

Last spring, then-justice minister Jim McCrae 
ordered the Judicial Council to review McDonald’s 
conduct, and suspended McDonald without pay. 

McCrae had said that the hearing would be a 
chance for the public to find out what had gone 
wrong with the province’s system of monitoring 
judges. He also promised to overhaul the council 
to make it more accountable to the public. 
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{rom the 

fixecutiue CDirector. 
‘Board oj ^Directors 

andStaJHWBSrC 


WEST REGION TRIBAL COUNCIL 

21 - 4th Avenue North West • Dauphin, Manitoba R7N 1H9 
Phone: (204) 638-8225 • Fax (204) 638-8062 



PAUL BAND 


Box 89 



May the Creator bring safety, strength and guidance to all 
the First Nations in the New Year... Season’s Greetings from 

Chief Gabriel Echum 
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• Lawrence Toweceshiq • Authur Pyykka 
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Bookfiorier 


In the Rapids: Navigating the Fu ture of First Nations 

.. 


by Ovide Mercredi and Mary Ellen Turpel 
Viking (of Penguin Books); 248 pages 

Reviewed by Dale Stelter 

In recent years, more and more books about 
Aboriginal people, and the issues facing them 
are bemg written by Aboriginal people them¬ 
selves. In the Rapids —written by Ovide Mercredi 
National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations’ 
andMary Ellen Turpel, an Assistant Professor of 
Law at Dalhousie University and long-time 
colleague of Mercredi—is a highly readable book 
that deals with a wide range of issues and topics. 

The book includes thirteen chapters which 
usually take the format of a several-page intro¬ 
duction by Turpel, and then the bulk of the 
chapter written by Mercredi. The exceptions are 
the first chapter, written by Turpel, and the 
conclusion, written by both authors. Those 
thirteen chapters deal with such topics as trea¬ 
ties, the Indian Act, self-government, First 
Nations and Quebec, and the international 
movement underway amongst indigenous peo¬ 
ples. 

One of the most positive features of the book is 
its readability, with important concepts put 
forth in such a concise and understandable 
manner that it seems inconceivable that they 
would not be easily grasped by the most unin- _____ 

formed and unconcerned non-Native readers. At self-determination, to be allowed to live accord- 
tames I found myself feeling that surely even the ing to their own culture, to speak their own 
most thick-headed and reactionary rednecks languages, and to practice their own spirituality 
couldn t argue with what was written. Many times, Mercredi addresses a significant 

I or example, while there are those who still factor in the assimilationist attitudes that still 

lem to believe that the history of this land only are so widespread — “different does not mean 
has meaning since the arrival of the Europeans, inferior.” 

it would seem that no one could find a way to Over and over, Mercredi and Turpel clearly 
dispute Mercredi’s statements that the land demonstrate how the relationship between Abo- 
‘was not vacant or empty. It was not new; it was riginal people, and non-Aboriginal people and 
ancient. their governments, has been an incredibly one- 

And many of the central concepts are repeated sided one characterized by dominance and exclu- 
ihroughout the book, not in a tedious manner, sion. And over and over, they not only argue for 
iut in^ a way that reinforces Mercredi’s and an end to that one-sided relationship, but con- 
Turpel’s arguments. For example, there are still cisely put forth ways to help forge a new 
many people who hold varying degress of relationship, one that includes peaceful co- 
assimilationist attitudes. Over and over, the existence and mutual respect, 
authors defend the right of Aboriginal people to c 
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Peace may grow... May you have a prosperous, fulfilling New Year! 
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Grizzlies and White Guys 


They reflect an oral tradition which is rap¬ 
idly disappearing among Native people 
swamped by information overload from ra¬ 
dio, television, newspapers and videos, and 
they present a perspective until now un¬ 
known to the majority. 

Mack details his life as a boy, one of seven bom 
to his parents, Mary Samson and Willie Mack. 
■P. „ , Clayton’S father was “half Bella Coola, half 

, ,es of Clayton Mack, are a collection of amazing J , Bay Eng i ish man ” Clayton never met 

stones from a natural and magical storyteller, hia grandfather who had died before he was bom, 
Clayton Mack. but his grandfather’s second wife (“He went to 

England to get that woman") gave the new baby 


by Clayton Mack, 

Pub. by Harbour Publishing, 
Vancouver, B.C. c.1993 

Review by Brian Savage 


GRIZZLIES 


Grizzlies and White Guys, subtitled The Sto- 


Nuxalk Nation of the Bella Coola, were fighting cfavton 

a crrim nkrmrrrle avainst the ravages of disease ...... , . 


a grim struggle against the ravages of disease 
and alcoholism. But Mack, and his people sur¬ 
vived. By the time of his death, in April of this 
year, Mack had left behind him an am 
record of his life and his experiences. 

In stories sometimes witty, sad or profound, ,, 
Mack touches on the fundamental truths he has p y ] flv 
gained through life. His record is all the mor 
important as Harvey Thommasen observes i 
the preface, because 

Mack was a natural storyteller. His stories 
are simple, direct, authentic and often witty. 


With his father dying young of a burst appen- 
, dix, life was hard for the struggling family and 

, Clayton details a youth immersed in living off 
[mazing , land of hunting' and trarmine and fishinff 
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the land, of hunting and trapping and fishing 
without concern that such bountiful resources 
rould ever be threatened. 

Clayton would eventually marry a young 
woman named Doll; in fact he married her twice, 
the first time in the United Church and the 
second time, after the priest found he had 
married a Catholic woman outside of the proper 
church and ordered Clayton to pay a ten dollar 
fine, in the Catholic church. 

Throughout the book, Clayton reveals in that 
special, simplistic style that is so moving, £ 



Clayton Mack 


__ w __ _ __ i contact with 

wealth of details of vanishing lifestyle and the wealthy and 
remarkable characters described in a few words the famous, in- 
or sentences so brilliantly they come alive for the eluding many 
reader. Hollywood types. 

Clayton amassed a wealth of experience as he Clayton is blunt 
lived off the land, turning his hand to whatever in his assessment 
he wanted to. Here is Clayton’s description of life of those who 
as a logger for Crown Zellerback: 

I asked for a falling job. They hire me. No 
power saw in those days. We pull a saw back 
and forth. Both ends of that sawblade. We 
pull that sawblade back and forth all day 
long. Cutting down big trees. Monday till 
Saturday. You got to file that saw on 
Sunday. 

But things have changed, and Clayton 
pessimistic: 

I don't like it when they log the whole 
valley. They didn’t used to do that in the old 
days. Too much. Too fast. Something bad 
going to happen... When they cut all the 
timber there is nothing to hold the ground 
any more. No roots. Then the whole earth 



le for himself, finally, as 


make and enforce 
the ever-growing 
rules on the ac¬ 
tivities he loved 
pursuing: “Some¬ 
times I think the 
government is crooked.” And Clayton’s puzzle¬ 
ment over the Oriental desire for grizzly bear’s 
gall bladders is equally mystifying to him, but he 
knows the impact it will eventually have on him: 
the banning of bear hunting altogether. It is the 
disruption of a natural order that he cannot 
fathom and is powerless to stop. 

“Why are all those white guys so damn greedy?” 
It is Clayton’s lament at the close of his book, at 
the end of his life. It is a book to be read carefully, 
and a life in its fullness to be remembered, 
envied. And it is a call to action to keep what is 


a profession that led him left before that too is gone. 
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Prateding Motker Earth 


Forestry deal ruled unenforceable 


lawsSt^hirh^’^ w°'1 nCia ^ C0Urt ^ ustice made 811 important ruling on a 
6 rn C , a " ada Wilderness Committee (WCWC) had 
northwestern Alberta™ 15 ^ Alberta Paper forestr >' P ro J ect for 

llamefenorfcf' “ ¥ a J the WCWC ' in G °^<*ion with the Sierra 
Alberta three f lau " che t d ‘ 1c °“t action against the Government of 

A The WCWC «S er ?v b T e .u mi ? 1SterS - and one then-cabinet minister. 

The WCWC states that the four ministers had signed a contract 
CraTde^Uher^P a I° rest Management Agreement iFMA) granting 
° ^vth^ rt Pa P er extensive logging rights in northwestern Alberta, 
or pay the company up to $5-million if a future cabinet did not approve the 

The contract was signed before an environmental assessment of the 
project — a proposed pulp and paper mill to be built in the Grande Prairie 
l ?r n c been ““ced. 0ne of the arguments put forth by the 
WCWC and the Sierra Legal Defence Fund was that the contract between 
the government and Grande Alberta Paper would seriously undermine 
the credibility of upcoming hearings into the environmental effects of the 
proposed mill and the associated logging operations. 

The hearings are to be conducted by the Natural Resources Conserva¬ 
tion Board. 

InNovember, Justice J. H. MacKenzie brought down his decision. The 
FMA, binding the Alberta government to pay Grande Alberta Paper $5- 
million if the deal did not receive cabinet approval, has been declared to 
be unenforceable. 

Gray Jones, executive directorofthe Alberta division of the ^WCWC, said 
that the court judgement “will force a fundamental change in the way 
government decides on implementing mega-projects in this province. 
Back room deals out of the light of public scrutiny are no longer 
appropriate. 

“Proper approval channels must be followed and that involves public 
environmental reviews, before decisions are made.” 

Stewart Elgie, staff lawyer with the Sierra Legal Defence Fund, said 
that “Decide first, assess later is the wrong approach.” 

The proposed Grande Alberta FMA represents the last remaining 
contiguous tract of unallocated boreal forest in Alberta. The WCWC is 



concerned that there may not be enough timber left in the northern part 
of the province to supply existing forestry projects, plus Grande Alberta 
Paper’s. 

The WCWC is also concerned about the continued existence of many 
plant and animal species, including the woodland caribou, and about the 
ways in which the rights of Aboriginal people — including their treaty 
rights, spirituality, and physical well-being — are being impacted by large 
forestry projects. 

The WCWC states that the provincial government had committed itself 
to give Grande Alberta Paper $40-million in free roads and infrastructure, 
and to finance all of the company’s increased capital costs if the province 
delayed in issuing an approval. 

As well, the WCWC states, Grande Alberta Paper was promised that its 
environmental protection standards would be no stronger than those 
imposed on the Daishowa and Alberta-Pacific forestry projects, despite 
mounting evidence that these environmental standards are too weak. 

In 1990, the panel which conducted the environmental review of the 
Alberta-Pacific mill recommended that no further forestry development 
occur until a comprehensive study was done on pollution of northern rivers 
in Alberta. That study is still underway. 

At the time of writing, the Alberta government has not responded to the 
court decision. 

The WCWC’s Gray Jones said that while the decision is open to 
interpretation, it is being seen as very important or even precedent-setting 
by some observers. Jones added that sections of the decision can be used 
as tools in work that the WCWC does in the future. 
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of Canada Limited 


Weldwood is committed to responsible stewardship of forest resources 
and the environment in which we live and work. In the conduct of our 
ve will be governed by the following principles: 

Weldwood will practice integrated 
resource management on the 
forest lands under its jurisdiction 
to enhance the long term sustain¬ 
able fibre supply. 

Weldwood will comply with 
all environmental regulations 
employing sound management 
practices and practicable 
technologies. 



Weldwood will promote and develop 
environmental awareness and responsi¬ 
bility among its employees and maintain 
communications with its employees, 
the public and regulatory agencies. 


Weldwood will regularly audit 
the environmental performance of 
its operations and report the results 
j of such audits to its Board of 


1 Weldwood | 
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Manufacturers and distributors 
of municipal water and 
sewerage products: 

PVC pipe, fire hydrants, fittings 
and valves, accessories 


TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-800-232-7205 
Bus. (403) 955-8844 
Fax (403) 955-7600 


605 - 18 Avenue, Nisku, Alberta 




SPECIALIZING IN: 

IGGING & ERECTION 


1. McMurray .(403)743-6214 
Cnlgnry.AB *(403)279-9775 
•(306)775-3939 




Best wishes 
for the 

holiday season, 


IS - « 


ELLISON 

MILLING 

COMPANY 


Look for Ellison’s family of 
producfs at your favourite food store 


1301 - 2nd Avenue South (403) 328-6622 
Lethbridge, ABT1J 3Z1 or fax (403) 327-3772 


Fish and Wildlife Conference a success 


Over 150 hunters, fishermen, and resource 
managers met at the Fish and Wildlife in 
Northern Alberta Conference in Grande Prairie 
on December 2 and 3. They discussed how to 
increase community involvement in fish and 
wildlife management in the north. The North¬ 
ern Alberta Development Council (NADC) 
sponsored the event. 

Guest speakers included Brian Evans, Minis¬ 
ter of Environmental Protection, Mike Cardi¬ 
nal, Minister responsible for Native Affairs, 
and Johnsen Sewepagaham, chief of the Little 
Red River Cree and member of the Environ- 
; Committee of the Grand Council of 
Treaty 8 First Nations. 

‘Delegates told us the conference was a 
ccess,” said Wayne Jacques, NADC Chair¬ 
man and MLA for Grande Prairie-Wapiti. 
“Many communities of fish and wildlife users 
ere represented. Fish and wildlife managers 
ad an active role, too.” 

Keynote speaker Les Cooke set the tone by 
saying the government needs to work coopera¬ 


tively with communities on fish and wildlife 
issues. This would mean delegating greater 
decision-making authority to the local level. 
Cooke has overseen similar changes in Sas¬ 
katchewan as the associate deputy minister of 
Saskatchewan Environment and Resource 
Management. 

Delegates supported the ideas of co-manage¬ 
ment and greater community involvement. 
Many commented that the conference was an 
important step in that direction, and saw the 
next step as spelling out exactly what “co¬ 
management” means. 

Discussion topics included treaty and Abo¬ 
riginal issues, forestry, and the use of local 
knowledge in resource management decisions. 
Conference delegates exchanged ideas in small 
groups and workshops. 

The NADC will prepare a summary report 
from the conference that will contain recom¬ 
mendations to the provincial cabinet. A sum¬ 
mary of pre-conference research findings will 
also be printed. Both documents will be avail¬ 
able early in the new year. 


In the Rapids Continued from Page 33 


The authors frequently emphasize that they do 
not have all of the answers — no one does, but 
there is so much to be done. And early in the book, 

Mary Ellen Turpel states that while the'book 
“offers a First Nations viewpoint, it is important 
to emphasize that First Nations views are 
divergent and no single work can embrace all of 
those various outlooks and ideas.” Turpel adds 
that “It should also be noted that this book is 
about First Nations people; it is not about Inuit 
or Metis peoples, who can and will tell their own 
distinct stories.” 

Ovide Mercredi doesn’t indulge in any self¬ 
justification over the failed Charlottetown Ac¬ 
cord of1992, even with an entire chapter devoted 
to the accord. Instead, he explains the main 
issues that came up, and points to the gains that 
were made by making politicians and the public 
deal with with those issues. He goes on to say 
that action is urgently needed on the part of 
governments to build upon these gains. The book 
was released before the October 25th federal 
election, so there is no speculation about the 
performance of the new Liberal government. 

In the Rapids deals with a vast number of 
issues, from the general and wide-ranging right 
on down to the specific. It meets its objective as 

an attempt to amplify upon and “bring to life the i 

snapshot presented by national media when 

there is a crisis, a series of government discus- this way. In the Rapids holds significant poten- 
sions or another report on the dire problems tial for educating wide sectors of non-Aboriginal 
First Nations peoples face in this country.” In society in Canada. 
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Best wishes for a blessed Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year to all our 

Native friends and customers, from JSSa 

Western Star -- 

Trucks (North) Ltd. 

CANADIAN BUILT 

CANADA WIDE DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

15205 - 112 Ave., Edmonton, AB 
(403) 453-3452 Fax 447-5317 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, from 

gP CEDAR PRODUCTS LTD. 

Senco Air Tools, Quality Cedar Lumber, Furniture, Spas, 
Swimming Pools and Chemicals, Doors and Windows, 
and Sikkens Stain 

D u„„„ ocn ocnn Jeff & Marlene Commins 

Phone 369-3500 Box 521, Widewater, AB 

Fax: 369-3501 tog 2 M 0 

DAN’S AUTO REPAIR 

★ FREE INSPECTION NO OBLIGATION * 

* CUSTOM PIPE BENDING * 

* BRAKE SERVICE* 

* General Automobile Repair * 

* Wheel alignments* General Automobile Repair * 

* General Automobile Repair * Tire balancing * 

* Ask about our conditional Lifetime Guarantee * 

* Dual Conversions * 

* Expert Tune-ups With The Counsellor* 
(computerized diagnostic scope) 

24 Hour Towing CAP 

(306)236-3322 

After hours residence (306) 236-6480 

302 1st Ave. W„ Meadow Lake. SK 

We would like to extend our best wishes for a 
CV> blessed Christmas and a prosperous New Year 

a to all our Native friends and customers, from 

M RONSUNDT 

pM plumbing, heating 

& GASFITTING LTD. 

BACKH0E WORK-TRENCHING 

SEPTICTANKS- 7<jc 00/10 

PRESSURE SYSTEMS / 40-0090 

GAS LINES Res. 726-3808 

FARM INSTALLATIONS FAX LINE 726-4007 

HOT WATER HEATING BOX 90, ASHM0NT 

WATER CONDITIONERS 

MOBILE (CHAISE HAY APPLY) ASHMONT1-554-1151, XJ5-6958 
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Aboriginal Trappers Must be Represented 

Submitted by the Aboriginal Trappers Federation of Canada 


Indian and Northern Affairs Canada spon¬ 
sored another Commitment to Progress meeting 
on fur trapping regulations with Federal and 
Provincial - Territorial Governments and their 
chosen delegates through the “Fur Institute of 
Canada” in Winnipeg this month. 

The Aboriginal Trappers Federation of Canada 
did not attend this meeting “because we do not 
believe that the Federal, Provincial and Territo¬ 
rial Governments are or have been honest, 
honorable or sincere with Aboriginal (Indian, 
Inuit and Metis) Trapper Harvesters right across 
Canada," said Bob Stevenson, Executive Direc¬ 
tor . “We are tired of being put on the back burner 
when it comes to funding and being paid only lip- 
service by both Native and non-Native politi¬ 
cians, bureaucrats and fur industry officials 
%vhen it comes to assistance for our local Trapper 
Harvesters. We have not been funded to attend!” 

According to Fur Institute of Canada docu¬ 
ments the purpose of these Workshops are for 
planning and implementing programmes re¬ 
lated to furbearer management; receive task 
force reports from Wildlife Ministers and Gov¬ 
ernment appointed groups; measure Canada's 
progress in implementing a humane trapping 
strategy; provide documentation needed for trap 
replacement, options and to make recommenda¬ 
tions for all Canadian provincial and territorial 
Fur Managers and recognized trapping agencies 
within each jurisdiction. 

Stevenson said that “Canada’s Commitment to 
Progress is so far behind that Federal, Provincial 
and Territorial Governments as well as Fur 
Industry Officials have all discouraged our 
Aboriginal Trappers Federation of Canada and 
all other National Aboriginal organizations from 
involvement on these issues and even at this 


meeting. The Aboriginal “Delegates” at this 
workshop do not represent themselves adequately 
enough to be able to contribute any accurate 
information whatsoever about their own local 
trappers because they have not been given any 
resources or time to prepare. They are there only 
on a token basis as far as governments and the 
Fur Institute of Canada headed by a fox farmer 
is concerned.” 

Stevenson claims that although Provincial and 
Territorial Governments claim they are trying to 
work with trappers “we all know just from media 
reports how bad they are treating Aboriginals in 
B.C. with the Forestry and Land Claims issues, 
in Quebec with Hydro Projects, in Alberta with 
oil fields and pulp mills, everywhere on fishing 
issues, in Saskatchewan on mining issues, in 
Ontario with industry and pollution as well as 
forestry clear cutting and in the Maritimes and 
Labrador with racism like Davis Inlet and no 
recognition for Aboriginal off Reserve and Metis 
people. All of these issues affect Trapper Har¬ 
vesters.” 

According to the Aboriginal Trappers Federa¬ 
tion of Canada, the Federal Department of 
Agriculture assisted fox and mink farmers in 
1990 and 1991 alone with over twenty million 
dollars in subsidies and capital funding through 
what used to be Hudsons Bay Fur Auction. In 
the meantime they claim that for the last ten 
years their Federation and Aboriginal Trappers 
did not even receive close to one million dollars. 
They cite population figures used by the industry 
and governments showing that there are 50,000 
Continued on Page 39 
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Weldwood of Canada Limited 
Environmental Policy 

Weldwood is committed to responsible stewardship of forest resources 
and the environment in which we live and work, hi the conduct of our 
business, we will be governed by the following principles: 


Weldwood will practise integrated resource management on the forest lands 
under its jurisdiction to enhance the long term sustainable fibre supply. 


Weldwood will promote and develop environmental awareness and respon¬ 
sibility among its employees and maintain communications with its em¬ 
ployees, the public and regulatory agencies. 


Phone 

(306)781-4848 


Season's Greetings 
and Best Wishes 
for a prosperous 
Neu> year 
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Environmental Digest 



development projects in the Amazon River basin. Instead, the focus will 
be upon smaller-scale projects that are less damaging to the environ- 

The Associated Press reports that Franco told the first meeting of the 
National Amazon Council that the “era of mega-development projects is 
a thing of the past.” The council will monitor development in the Amazon 
region, and includes governors from a number of jungle states. The 
Amazon River basin makes up 57 percent of Brazil’s area. 

The new policy comes about as a result of economic recession, and is 
President Franco’s first policy concerning long-term development in the 
Amazon that also takes protection of the environment into account. 

Japanese Groups Join Opposition to Yukon Wolf Kill 

Two groups from Japan have lent their support to the Friends of the 
Wolf organization, a Canadian group that is opposed to the Yukon 
government’s wolf kill program. 

The Friends of the Wolf received correspondence from an adult’s 
group in Japan, as well as from a group of mothers and children. Bill 
Hipwell, spokesperson for Friends of the Wolf, told the Canadian Press 
that the two groups came into being after a Friends of the Wolf 
representative made several public presentations in Japan last sum¬ 
mer, regarding the wolf kill. 

Hipwell’s organization intends to intervene in this winter’s planned 
wolf kill, to take place near Yukon’s Kluane national park. 


The Yukon government has said that its plan called for the aerial 
shooting of 150 wolves last winter, and an additional 50 to be shot this 
winter. A number of wildlife experts and politicians have voiced their 
opposition to the wolf kill, saying that it does not make biological sense. 
The wolf kill is intended to protect caribou herds. 

Environmentalists state that the Yukon government has put the 
blame for the decline in caribou numbers upon wolves, and did not 
investigate other causes. 

Hearings to be held on Importing 
Hazardous Waste for Treatment 

The Alberta government has announced that it will hold public 
hearings before bringing in out-of-province hazardous waste for treat¬ 
ment at the Swan Hills waste treatment plant. 

This fall, the government announced that it was changing its long-held 
policy of only accepting waste from inside Alberta. Environmentalists 
reacted strongly, saying that public hearings should be held before the 
policy was changed. 

Those hearings will now be held, and Brian Staszenski, executive 
director of the Environmental Resource Centre in Edmonton, told the 
Edmonton Journal that “It’s good news for us. We’re going to have a 
sound opportunity now to make known to the public some of the 
important issues that have been slipping by the public agenda in the last 

y “This is a serious economic question and a serious environmental one, 
and we want to make our case.” 

The public hearings, to be conducted by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Board, will not include the approximately 4,200 tonnes of 
PCBs and PCPs that will be brought into the province for a test bum of 
a new incinerator at the Swan Hills plant. 

Thirty-Seven Countries Agree on Nuclear Dumping Ban 

Canada was among the 37 countries that voted last month to 
permanently ban the dumping of nuclear waste at sea. The United 
States also voted in favour of the ban. 

While no countries voted against the ban, there were five countries 
that abstained — Russia, Britain, France, China, and Belgium. 

The ban is legally binding, and replaces a previous but voluntary 
moratorium on the dumping of low-level nuclear waste. That morato¬ 
rium had been in effect since 1983. 

After the meeting at which the vote took place, there was no indication 
as to whether the five abstaining countries would opt out of observing the 
ban. Significant attention has been focused on Russia, which in October 
discharged low-level liquid nuclear waste into the Sea of Japan. The 
Greenpeace environmental organization found the Russians discharg¬ 
ing tonnes of the waste. 
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service technicians 
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Merry Christmas 

to alC of our clients, employees, and friends 
of Canada’s Metis and Hirst Motions. 
'Best to you in 1994! 
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Swift Fox Recovery Program to Continue 


39 

in bringing the swift fox back to Canada. Besides 
Saskatchewan and Alberta Fish and Wildlife, 

fox^alfrisk means'verv^good n l Cana ^ a ’f swlft which their populations can survive and grow on b^en^e C^iad^Wcmfe Serric? ^ 

their own” in Canada, with no further help from The species is the smallest of the North 
harmine animal was cnmnlot- 1 ^T aines ’ tbis tbe team- It the project were abandoned now, American wild dogs. It disappeared from the 
frn^TfSLda during e ? e . rmma i ed however, a severe winter or prolonged drought Prairies in the 1930s when settlers plowed up 

wTk stetes haO^n rtfa T T?u ay ' that could '"P® out the sraa11 existin g population, den sites, large numbers were trapped for fur in 
Sthewan^ ? ri^ri m AD,elt i “ d ^ sently ' about 200 ° ftbe spec.es are living in the mid 1800s, and hundreds were killed acci- 
u refill nnp AltVimicxVt U K com P a f atlv ®Jy wild in Saskatchewan and Alberta. dentally during poison control programs aimed 

r „ a• te numbers are few, the Public input in helping track the movement of at wolves, coyotes and ground squirrels, 

httle foxAS once again roaming across its nghtful the animals is extremely important, Brechtel For further information on the swift fox, 
prame home, this encouraging news is the stressed. Anyone seeing a swift fox, either dead contact your local Fish and Wildlfie office, 
result or an intensive ten-year program to or alive, is asked to contact their closest Fish and 
reintroduce the species to Canada. Wildlife office. Just half the size of the red fox, 

Since 1983, a committee of government and the swift fox compares in size to a house cat — 
university wildlife specialists has been releasing only its bushy coat and tail make it seem larger, 
foxes in grasslands areas of southern Alberta The swift fox has a black-tipped tail, while the 
and Saskatchewan. A recent three-year study red fox’s tail has a white tip. 
clearly shows the results — the species is slowly Some of the animals to be released will con- 
but surely returning. As a result, the Swift Fox tinue to be imported from substantial wild 
Recovery Team has launched the final phase of populations in Wyoming. As well, facilities where 
its intensive program. Over the next five years, foxes are raised in captivity for release will 
foxes will continue to be relased and monitored continue to operate at the Calgary and Edmon- 
in southern Alberta and Saskatchewan, said ton zoos, the Cochrane Wildlife Reserve, and at 
recovery team chairman, Steve Brechtel. Moose Jaw. 

Brechtel, a wildlife biologist with Alberta’s In the past decade, all levels of government, 

Department of Environmental Protection, ex- private companies and agencies, as well as 
plained the swift foxes “are very near the point at legions of dedicated volunteers have cooperated 
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We take this opportunity to wish you 
a blessed Christmas, and a happy, 
healthy New Year from the folks at 

ANWEST 


Trappers Continued from Page 37 



PROPANE Inc. 

* AUTO PROPANE SALES & CONVERSIONS 

* COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL 

* CYLINDER & DOMESTIC PROPANE 

AUTOMATIC KEYLOCK DISPENSING 

Very Competitive Prices 


Aboriginal Trappers and 5,000 fox and mink 
farmers in Canada. 

“The Department of Indian Affairs is totally 
irresponsible for funding this meeting when they 
have been warned by us not to do so because we and working with our priorities for our local 
know that the Provincial and Territorial Govern- trappers especially. We are optimistic that the 
ments do not represent our trappers nor do they new federal government will make major changes 
have accurate information about us. They can- within the department of Indian and Northern 
not even come up with a correct number of AffairsCanadawhichwillbemorefavourablefor 
Aboriginal Trappers. Not to involve us is totally our Aboriginal Trappers and all First Nations. 
(Wrong,” said Stevenson. The Fur Institute of Canada does not represent 

I Finally he said “we know that the federal our interests but should we be given equal 
bureaucrats who have been in power on this opportunities and recognition we are as usual 
issue in Ottawa as far as federal Binding goes are willing to work with them on a new partnership 
only trying to keep their control to continue their basis. 

manipulative ways of divide and conquer tactics The Aboriginal Trappers Federation of Canada 
over Aboriginal Harvesters and their people. In invites and encourages all Aboriginal (Indian, 
spite of these obstacles we are still hopeful and Inuit and Metis) Harvesters Trappers to attend a 
continuing our efforts in fighting for our rights Special National Meeting in Prince Albert, 
against the animal rights organizations also. Saskatchewan, on January 10th to 14th, 
Sometimes we wonder who our greatest enemies 1994. For more information call Coordinator 
are. Our trappers are the most humane people in Keith Conn (613) 236-0673 or Gary Leplante 
the world, always have been. We are planning (306) 665-5527. 
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Wishing you a Blessed Christmas 
and Happiness throughout the New Year 
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LITTLE RED RIVER CREE NATION 

Economic Development Officer ~ Ron Laframboise 
Economic Development Portfolio Holders 
• Lome Biesse, Lloyd TaUcree, Daniel Nanooch 
Little Red Air Service Ltd. ~ Little Red River Forestry Ltd. 
Fifth Meridian Market Ltd. 

Caribou Mountain Wilderness 
and 

Chief: Johnson Sewepagaham, 
Council, Elders and Tribal Members 


LITTLE RED RIVER CREE NATION 

• FOX LAKE • JOHN D'OR PRAIRIE • GARDEN RIVER 
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Province and B.C. 

by Del Sty 

It’s new, it’s historic, and it’s 
long overdue, but now members 
of the First Nations in British 
Columbia can look forward to 
having management control over 
forestry resources that have been 
unabashedly exploited in their 
midst for decades. 

“The Province of British Co¬ 
lumbia and the Chiefs of Cen¬ 
tral Region Nuu-chah-nulth 
Tribes have reached an interim 
measures agreement in the 
Clayoquot Sound area. The 
agreement will be in force for 
two years and is subject to and 
without prejudice to any treaty 
agreement or tripartite interim 
measures agreement that the 
parties may reach,” said a news 
release recently faxed to Alberta 
Native News. 

With a measured amount of 
triumph, the BC Chiefs were 
i able to hear that, “The agree- 
Lment of December 11, 1993 is 
rthe outcome of negotiations 
which were initiated following 
the government’s Clayoquot 
Sound Land Use Decision. The 
agreement honours the Prov¬ 
ince’s commitment to govem- 
ment-to-government negotia¬ 
tions with First Nations.” 

Three key elements are con¬ 
tained in the interim measure 
agreement (taken directly from 
release): 

The first key element is, A Cooperative Forest 
Management Area 

The agreement provides for the establishment 
of the Ahousaht-Tla-o-qui-aht/British Columbia 
Co-operative Forest Management Area that 
includes Clayoquot River Valley and Flores 
Island. 

The harvesting will be pursuant to a total 
resource plan based on Clayoquot Sound forest 
practices standards covering road construction 
and harvesting systems. Harvesting in the 
Clayoquot River Valley and Flores Island will 
proceed according to a schedule which forecasts 
a cut of 60,000 cubic meters annually in the 
Clayoquot River Valley and 10,000 cubic meters 
on Flores Island over the next two years. 

The Province will provide funding to the First 
Nations to assist in the management of the 
Cooperative Forest Management Area, includ¬ 
ing resources for training foresters and forestry 
standards inspection personnel, skills training, 
timber audit and cruising, park stewardship and 
wardens and all other aspects of management of 
the Cooperative Forest. In this current fiscal 
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Chiefs reach historic agreement 



year, $250,000 will be provided to the First 
Nations and $500,000 in each fiscal year the 
agreement is in effect. 

The second key element is, Economic Devel¬ 
opment Opportunities 

A working group of First Nations and the 
Province will be set up immediately to develop 
and promote economic opportunities in the 
area. The working group will submit its final 
report within 30 days of (this December 11, 
1993) agreement. 

In the context of exploring economic oppor¬ 
tunities, the working group will consider 
potential initiatives including forest industry, 
tourism, and other business development op¬ 
portunities, stream rehabilitation and salmon 
enhancement. As appropriate, viable oppor¬ 
tunities will be pursued. 

Hesquiaht Lake, Satchee Creek, and the 
Hesquiaht Peninsula are identified as an 
economic base for the Hesquiaht First Nation. 
New development area will take into account 
the “Management for a Living Hesquiaht 
Harbour” plan and will incorporate First 


Nations interests. 

The third key element is, A Joint Management 
Process for Resource Management and Land Use 
Planning 

The parties have agreed to establish a joint 
management process within the Clayoquot Sound 
area consistent with the principles set out in the BC 
Claims Task Force of June 1992, and the Govern- 
ment-to-Government Protocol of August 1993 as it 
relates to resource management and land use 
planning. 

A Central Region Board will be set up to direct 
and manage this joint process. The Board will be 
composed of representatives from the five First 
Nations and representatives from the Province, 
communities, labour, industry, and others who 
have an interest in Clayoquot Sound. 

“(This recent) signing of the interim measures 
agreement is subject to ratification by the Province 
and the First Nations,” the news release stated, 
and “The agreement is a significant and historic 
development in the government-to-government 
relationship between the Harcourt government 
and the British Columbia First Nations.” 
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SeasonsGreetings 


THESSALON 
FIRST NATION 

P. O. Bo* 9, R.R.#2, Thessalon, Ontario FOR 1L0 
Tel: (70S) 842-2323 Fax: (705) 842-2332 
Let your Christmas Season be one of festive 
Joy and peace., from Chief Alfred Slsalllon. 
Council and Members 


May the Good Spirits keep 

you safe this special ,,, 

holiday season 

Western Arctic 

Business Development Services 

• Business Loans and Equity Capital 


May your hearts be open this Christmas so 
that the circle of love and piece may grow. 
May you have a prosperous, 
fulfilling New Yearl 

Red Sky 
Fireworks 

For all your firework needs 

GREAT VALUE 

Largest selection in the Lakeland 
Beet prices (no GSTI) 

Retailing over 100 types of fireworks 
Specializing In Low Aerial Displays (7.2.1) 
Professional High Aerial Displays 
(Available 7.2.2) 

Give Kevin Halfe a call 
at (403) 623-5569 (Noon - 8 p.m.) 
or (403) 636-3958 


RED SKY FIREWORKS 

P. 0. BOX 197 
Goodflsh Lake, AB TOA1R0 


Announcement 

Alberta Native News is pleased to welcome 
Mel Miller to the publication as the newest 
member of the advertising sales team. 

Mr. Miller brings .more than 12 years 
experience and dedication to serving adver¬ 
tisers through his'’association with several 
publishing organizations. 

In his capacity as Sales Manager, Mr. Miller 
will bring reputable service to his clients, and 
welcomes your calls and the opportunity to 
discuss your advertising requirements at 
(403) 421-7966. 

Alberta Native News has been promoting 
the preservation ofNative arts and culture for 
nine years with no government grants. It is 
an independent publication service to First 
Nations, Metis Nations, government agen¬ 
cies and business people in Canada. 



WORDSEARCH 

by John Copley 

Circle the words from the following list and the 
remaining letters starting from left to right (work¬ 
ing across) will give you a phrase or sentence. 
Letters may be used more than once in order to 
achieve another word. Words may run vertically, 
horizontally, backwards and diagonally. 


I C A D o O l 


THEME: ALBERTA/B.C. RESERVES 


3- letter 

Oke 

Wya 

4- letter 
Ahuk 

Swan 

Taku 

Tork 

5- letter 
Blood 
Ilclo 
Stony 
Teeta 
Thiek 

6- letter 

Garden 

Kultah 

Lakata 

Timber 


Chamiss 
Hay Lake 
Homalco 
Hub Toul 
Kahntak 
Iakgwas 

8-letter 

Kamloops 

Lachtest 

Tallcree 

Ulkatcho 


Chipewyan 
Clearhill 
Louis Bull 

10-letter 

Bushe River 
Kallieseks 


□s 

□r 


Arthur Dubbeldam, P. Eng. 


in, Alberta TOB 0E0 


SJIREH 


KUt Mason's 
Greetings 

Butte Motors 
& Farm Supply 

Your NAPA Auto Parts Store 

320 Highway Avenue North _ 

Picture Butte, AB_ 732-4406 


May the Spirits guide you and keep you safe this special holiday 
season and may you have a happy and prosperous New Year 


WAR LAKE 
INDIAN BAND 


From 

Chief, Council & Band Members of the 

WAR LAKE INDIAN BAND 


General Delivery, Ilford, Manitoba ROB 0S0 
Phone: (204) 28 8-4315 • Fax: (204) 288-4371 

Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.rr 



May the Creator bring safety, strength and guidance 
to all the First Nations in the New Year... 

Season's Greetings from 

* 

f0 Chief Bill Fobister ^ 

* Assistant Executive Director Roy Assin ^ ^ 


Councillors: 

fP * Roy Assin • Mathew Beaver • Barbara Cochrane 
* John Fobister • Joe Fontaine • Larry Keewatin 
• Tommy Teesick • Moses Lend 


t 




Band Administrator Alex A. Rankin 
and People of the 

GRASSY NARROWS FIRST NATION 

GENERAL DELIVERY, GRASSY NARROWS « ON POX 1 BO 
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News Briefs 


Oka raid was assumed to be risky 

Marc Lizotte, the police officer who ordered the raid on the Mohawks 
during the Oka crisis, testified before a coroner’s inquest into the 
death of Cpl. Marcel Lemay that he knew there was a risk involved in 
conducting the raid but he was convinced the police would not be fired 
upon. On the morning of June 11,1990, he phoned his superior, Insp. 
Gariepy, and stated that he wanted intervention. He was told then 
that it was risky, but nevertheless the green light was given for the 


Report on Davis Inlet held back 

Chief Katie Rich claims that a report by a Norwegian anthropologist 
confirming the plight of Davis Inlet residents is being held back from 
the public by the Newfoundland government. Officials with the 
province confirm that they possess the document, written by Georg 
Henriksen, but they have no plans to release it. Rich, who was briefed 
by Henriksen on the contents of the report, said it is an accurate 
assessment. 

Band firm on payments hold-back 

The Louis Bull Band at Hobbema has held back oil royalty shares 
from Band members since last January, and they will continue to do 
this while leaders look for investments to bring more employment and 
new facilities to the community. The move had angered members at 
the outset but they are becoming more accepting of the move today. 
The Montana Band, also of Hobbema, stopped the royalty payments 


Riel remembered at legislature 

There was a forty-five minute service on the steps of the Alberta 
Legislature on November 16th to mark the 108th anniversary of the 
hanging of Louis Riel. The service was attended by about 50 people. 
Guest speakers at the ceremony spoke to the Riel purpose, and they 
called for Metis people to remain united. After more than a century 
of official condemnation of the great Louis Riel, leader of the Metis, the 
man who founded the first of three prairie provinces, who fought to his 
death for the rights of Metis, Native, and white western Canadians 
equally, the federal government was able to acknowledge in the House 
of Commons last March that which everybody knew to begin with: 
Louis Riel was the founder of Manitoba. 

Sobriety draws 1600 

As part of the National Addictions Awareness Week in November, 
Edmonton’s fifth annual Walk Sober and Join the Circle Rally drew 
1,600 people into the streets to promote life without substance abuse. 
Local celebrities and civic leaders turned out to give their support. In 
Canada there are more than 1,200 communities holding their own 
sober walks to show support for a clean and healthy life style. 

Poachers cleared 

Two Manitoba Metis people were convicted 
of poaching last October only to be acquitted of 
the charges on December 6th in the Manitoba 
Court of Queen’s Bench. Jack McPherson and 
Henry Christie of the Big Eddy Settlement 
near The Pas ended a three year court battle 
to have their right to subsistence hunting 
legitimized as an Aboriginal right. David" 1 
Purvis of the Natural Resources Department 
of Manitoba made it clear, however, that only 
those Metis who can prove their reliance on 
subsistence hunting will be allowed to exer¬ 
cise these rights. 
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Nanaimo Band digs up history to support claims 


er, 1993 Alberta Native News 


by Brian Savage 

The Nanaimo Indian Band has uncovered 
historical evidence that lends credence to their 
claims thatNatives lived in a substantial village 
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in the harbour area of Nanaimo before being 
moved to a reserve in 1862. 

In media interviews, Norm Pearson, the re¬ 
searcher hired by the band to investigate histori¬ 
cal records, mainly Hudson’s Bay Company 
records now housed in Winniepg, claims to have 
evidence indicating an earlier treaty signed by ( 
Natives in 1854 with governor James Douglas 
was violated. 

The band received no compensation for its 
move, and Pearson has claimed that HBC 
records reveal that contrary to the claim of 
moving Natives to protect them from a possible 
smallpox epidemic, the fur trading company 
really wanted the Natives removed to get at 
valuable coal deposits. Pearson has also come 
across an 1863 report by the Reverend J.B. Good 
who called for the Natives to be removed from 
“temptation” and to be guided in a new lifestyle 
“physically, morally, and socially." 

This claim for compensation will be the second 
centered on land where the city of Nanaimo now 
sits. An earlier specific claim targeted the 
downtown core. 

Chief Robert Thomas told Western Native 
News that so far no response has been received 
from either the government or the city of 
Nanaimo. 

“Absolutely, yes,” is how Chief Thomas quali¬ 
fies the use of historical researchers by bands to 
establish their land claims. 

Acting Chief Bill Wyse says the use of re¬ 
searchers was brought up by the band’s advisers 
and attorneys. 

“It was a legal matter that’s been flopped 
around here and there,” says the acting Chief.” 
The agreements we had signed were not really 
legal (so) we got a researcher and a consultant 
and we discovered a lot of things that were sort 
of illegally done, such as the signatures (on the 
1863 treaty). Writing experts figure one person 
did that; even with just an X they can figure 
those things out. 

“There are other things: agreements made 
that were not really carried through and thrown 
in the pile and forgotten about and our attorneys 
got a hold of it.” 

Wyse has little sympathy for the concern of the 
pending claim on the downtown areaofNanaimo, 
“It’s a prime example of what happens when 
they want to use some sort of resource on the 
land so they move the people and they (Natives) 
are outnumbered and don’t understand.” 

“Our people are so passive — they believe 
people,” says Wyse angrily, “and these are the 
things we’ve been finding out. This harbour park 
area is one claim and there could be several 



“It’s not that we’re going to take the land back, 
but we’re looking for more land base because our 
land base, useable land, as far as our population 
is concerned is really shrinking. We just want to 
be compensated for things we haven’t received. 

“Our resources are gone, we can’t survive on 
our own and we don’t want to be dependent on 
other people like Indian Affairs. 


•T0OKon ABEAR 

“They’ve taken our logs, taken our coal, taken 
our fish, everything,” says Wyse, who stresses 
the importance of a regaining of Native salf- 
esteem and goals, which would include working 
co-operatively with the city of Nanaimo and 
trying to utilize the things still available for the 
band, including the fish and clam beaches. But 
for now, the limitations placed on the band make 
such commercial ventures almost impossible, 
says Wyse. 

“We’re last on the Totem pole, everytime we 
come to negotiations about supporting us. We’re 
supposed to work jointly with the DFO but it 
never pans out. We were begging them for more 
funds, they expect us to function on a minimal 
amount and yet they promise us a lot of things 
but we’re left standing there because we’re so 
damn passive. I think at times we should say 
enough is enough and just do our own thing and 
I think we’re beginning to do that. 

“People are beginning to understand that our 
needs have to be met, we have to live as proud 
people, not having everyone think we have our 
hands out and not do anything.” 

In the meantime, the claims process could 
stretch out for years, possibly even a decade, and 
though a claim with the CPR is close to settle¬ 
ment, the money will quickly go on essentials for 
a band with an unemployment rate of 60 percent. 

“Even though (we have) talented people in 
different areas, logging, fishing, sawmill work, 
and also a lot of business people unemployed on 
the reserve, they need a lot of assistance,” says 
Wyse. “There’s a lot we’ve got to do to get the 
public to understand our efforts.” With Bill C- 
31, membership claims have increased with over 
1,000 people claiming band membership and 650 
living on the reserve at the present time. 

Wyse is concerned about the perception of 
Natives that the media have portrayed, espe¬ 
cially the amount of money allocated to Indian 
Affairs. 

“The public thinks we have $35-million to take 
care of Indian Affairs, until you divide that up 
between all the reserves it amounts to about 
three dollars per person. (The media) makes us 
seem like we’re still begging (but) these are the 
facts and I wish they’d understand that we’re 
from here, and we’re not going to leave. 

“We’re not begging, we’re giving you the facts 
and you figure it out, who’s right or wrong. We’re 
not asking for the whole country, we’re asking for 
Aboriginal rights. None of the terms of the treaty 
signing have ever been honoured," declares 
Wyse, noting that traditional ways were de¬ 
stroyed in return. 



May Peace be yours at Christmas 
and through the New Year 
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in the New Year 
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Setting an Example 


Determination leads to success... 
designer says “never say never” 




Brenda Troutman is a 58 year old widow and 
mother of four children. Her early ambitions she 
says were “really non-existent—I just wanted to 
get married, have some kids and hopefully 
provide a good life for them.” 

And that she did. 

But, sooner or later the children grow up and 
move away and a certain emptiness fills the 
space where the kids used to romp and play and 
demand the attention and the time that we often 
take for granted. 

An invitation to the Troutman home was all 
this reporter needed to dig out a story that proves 
life does indeed begin at 40 plus... 

Brenda’s husband, Francis, was killed in a 
mining accident in 1959 — just six short years 
after their marriage began. Four children pro¬ 
vided the incentive to carry on. “Life was a little 
less hectic then than it is today. We just didn’t 
expect as much as young people do today,” she 
says. 

“It was very difficult because the children were 
so young when Francis died—but determination 
defies all obstacles,” says Troutman. The 24- 
year-old widow indeed had a long and tiresome 
future to contemplate. 

“The first thing that I knew was that no one 
could ever replace Francis. I put my children first 
— and really have never ever considered remar¬ 
rying anyone.” 

Three young sons and a baby daughter (born 
six weeks after her husband’s tragic accident) 
■ could well have been an impossible task to take 
on alone yet Brenda Troutman was steady of 
mind and strong of heart. 

“I worked at a variety of jobs in order to pay the 
bills,” says Troutman. “From waitress to seam¬ 
stress and everything in between — I was never 
afraid of work. But the thing that I was good at, 
I could never make money at.” 

She was referring to her ability as a clothing 
designer and manufacturer. 

“I guess I learned it from my mother and she 
from heris. I made all the kids’ clothing as they 
grew up, and nearly all of mine as well. So I guess 
it did pay me in a way.” 

Today, however, the future looks bright for this 
58-year-old grandmother of nine. “I’ve had some 
interest from outside groups who are offering me 
the opportunity to design clothing for the inter¬ 
national market,” smiles Troutman as she pro¬ 
duces a letter of intent from a clothing manufac¬ 
turer in eastern Canada. 

The competitive marketplace has prevented 
Brenda from going into too much detail on the 
future but once she’s signed “a lucrative offer 



then I’ll be able to speak more freely about 
exactly what products I’ll be introducing,” she 
says. 

Once the story is ready to break Mrs. Troutman 
has agreed to give Alberta Native News the first 
story and photo spread of her new designs. 

A collection of clothing in Brenda’s sewing 
room gives an indication of her abilities as both 
designer and maker of beautiful, yet simple 
fashions that are almost guaranteed to please 
any buyer. Dress and suits for both girls and 
women and a variety of clothing for boys — 
including leather shorts and smart dress jackets 
are among the many samples on the racks at the 
Troutman home. 

“I’ve only sold a few thousand dollars worth to 
date,” says Troutman, “but the future looks 
bright.” 

Indeed it does. 

And, I queried, should you succeed — what 
would you say was the biggest reason for your 
success? 

“Well,” says Troutman, “I guess it’s determina¬ 
tion and a strong will — for without both, I would 
have given up many years ago. All I can say is 
that you should never say never — when all 
about you seems lost — get up off your duff and 
find a way out.” 


May our Creator bless you with a clear sky and an 


May your hearts be open at Christmas so that the 

open road Wishing you a blessed Christmas and a 
happy, healthy J\feu>year, 
from 

Chief Alfred Goodswimmer 


circle of love and peace may grow. 

May you have a prosperous, fulfilling New Year 
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An Unsung Santa 

by John Copley 

Four kilometres off of highway 35N near 
Manning, somewhere between Deadwood and 
Dixonville, sits a small house. Behind the house 
is a somewhat larger building—a building some 
have come to know as Santa’s workshop. 

But Santa doesn’t really live here. This is the 
home of Eric Tomasinok. 

Tomasinok is a toymaker. 

His neighbours say he’s the most interesting 
person they know. Strangers to the area often 
come just to meet him, and of course to see his 
creations. Several agencies whose aim it is to see 
that needy families are also afforded the oppor¬ 
tunity of a festive and fun Christmas holiday 
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season have marvelled at his abilities and skills. 
But most of all the children sing his praises as 
they smile with glee and clutch proudly to the 
gift they’ve received via Tomasinok’s workshop. 

“No one can make a toy like Mr. T.,” says nine 
year old Brenda Sprague as she displays last 
year’s gift — a lifelike doll, complete with mop- 
style hair and turn-of-the-century frontier cloth¬ 
ing. 

“That’s for sure,” reiterates 12 year old David 
Staples who holds a fine hand made fishing rod 
and carrying case to match. “This is the most 
beautiful thing I’ve ever had.” A broad beaming 
smile lights up his face as he speaks. 

“He’s kind of like Santa around here at 
Christmas time,” says neighbour Rene 
Chamerlain. “There’s many a family who’ve had 
no money for gifts — and Eric has always come 
through for them,” he adds. 

Eric’s toys are all hand made and fasioned 
from birch, oak, maple and a variety of other 
hardwoods. “One of my favorites to work with,” 
says the 81 year old toymaker, “is cedar. But it is 
also one of the most difficult to get a fine finish 

Tomasinok began his craft as a young boy 
when, after becoming an experienced whittler, 
he discovered he had an aptitude and talent that 
others appreciated. 

Does he make any money at it? 

“No,” says the craftsman — then with a wistful 
HARD &BOFT TONNEAUS * STYLING KITS 

9 CUSTOM mm SPECIALK 


look in his eye he smiles and says “If I could have 
combined my talent for art with a head for 
business, well maybe I could have....” 

Eric Tomasinok is a Metis of Cree and French 
ancestry who spent most of his life as a lumber¬ 
jack and fur trapper. “I loved to work in the 
forests,” says Tomasinok, “but those days are 
gone forever. My strength is not what it used to 
be. Now my energies are all devoted to staying 
alive — and I do that by making toys. It makes 
me happy to do this.” 

Stepping into the back of the workshop one is 
surprised, if not delighted, at the many hundreds 
of sculpted pieces hanging from the ceiling and 
clipped to the walls. Baskets are overflowing 
with a variety of realistic toys of all types and 
shapes. Telephones, tables, cars, trucks, and 
tractors adorn every comer of the huge room. 
“Thousands of hours of time put to good use” is 
how Tomasinok describes his hobby. 

The aging craftsman has no ambitions to 
expand his facility and didn’t really even want 
his story told. But, as he said to this reporter — 
“If I can put a smile on a young face this 
Christmas — well that’s all the recognition I 
really want. My wish is to see children smiling, 
for it is through no fault of their own that some 
must do without.” 

This Christmas his wish will come true for 
many local children will treasure forever the 
gifts that this Santa has made for them. 
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A TRIBUTE TO THREE GREAT WARRIORS 

Alone with my thoughts I sit here today 
Reminiscing in bliss of years gone by. 

To the days we lived as one family. 

Under the leadership of three great warriors 
Paddy Jim, Walter and Elijah Smith. 

We lived, worked, played in harmony 
enjoying the wilds of our lands... 

Champagne, Stoney Creek, Arkel, Takhini. 

I remember with bitter sweet tears, 
the stories unfolding to quiet, listening ears. 

The stories of when one warrior chose the army, 
as the legend is told he left us to fig L * 

Peace, freedom, unity was his goal. 

He left his family at Stoney Creek 
to be wards of two remaining Warriors, 

Paddy Jim and Walter Smith. 

Uncle Elij, he came back from the 
and found his family well in-charged. 

In late years, my uncle, the warrior 
took on yet another battle... 
a battle for peace, freedom, unity. 

Again, he left his family to the care 
of two remaining warriors... 

Paddy Jim and Walter Smith. 

"Together Today for Our Children Tomorrow" 
was his motto... for peace, freedom, unity. 

Twenty years he fought for rights and 
recognition of aboriginal peoples. 

With each and every call of this battle 
he left again, the wards of his family 
to two remaining warriors... 

Paddy Jim and Walter Smith. 

Until, one day in October of '91 
he made his last patrol for peace, freedom, unity. 

He left us for a battle he no longer has to fight... 

Peace, freedom, unity is his medal now, 
which marks his place in the sky... 

He left forever without a word of goodbye 
knowing well, his family is in the best of care 
of two remaining warriors... Paddy Jim and Walter Smith. 

My uncle Walter, well, he has left us too... 
entrusted to one remaining warrior... Paddy Jim. 

In my heart, I will always remember 
that once we had Three Great Warriors... 
and now, well now there is one... my dad, Paddy Jim. 
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History made at Peace Hills Art Contest 


Edmonton bom artist Nancy Desjarlais Bailey falo, Nick Lebessis, and Mike Lyons. The artists ber 7th, when Peace Hils Trust Company opened 


made Peace Hills Trust Company history 
during their national Native Art contest. Not 
only is she the first woman to win the contest, but 
she walked away with first prize for a piece 
entitled: “My Mother’s Pain is My Pain”, as well 
as third prize. Second prize went to Calgary- 
based artist Morris Cardinal, considered an 
expert in pointillism. 

Vancouver’s Jerry Whitehead and Punnichy, 
Saskatchewan’s John Douglas Walter drew hon¬ 
ourable mentions. 

There were also three age groups in the 
children’s category to draw winners. In the 14 to 
17 age category there were two winners from 
Hobbema: Clint Yellowbird, and Alan Gerald 
Wolfe, as well as Jason Wesley of Kashechewan, 
Ontario. Honourable mention went to Samuel 
Marsden of Gypsumville, Manitoba. 

In the 10 to 13 age category Sherry Fontaine 
and Allyson Yellowbird of Winnipeg took home 
prizes and an honourable mention was given to 
Dennis Ermineskin of Hobbema. 

In the 9 and under age category Tyson 
Yellowbird of Hobbema, Deano Delorme and 
Bradley Fabian of Fort McKay all went home 
winners, and honourable mention was given to 
Danny John Rae of North Spirit Lake, Ontario. 


formally honoured in Saskatoon on Decern- their fifth branch office in the Veterans Plaza. 


Artist sells with reluctance... 
feels he’s selling part of himself 


by John Copley 

Seascapes, landscapes, wild lions stalking 
their prey — a forlorn face sitting on a street in 
far off Bombay. Dolphins leaping from the cold 
ocean waters — a large harvest moon reflecting 
its light across endless fields of wheat. The 
proud, yet fiercely stem face of a South Ameri¬ 
can Native tribesman — the arrogance of a shop 
owner pointing the door to an unwelcome cus- 

These are just a few of the sights one can see 
when gazing into the oil paintings of artist 
Charles Morin. 

The visions are realistic and artist Morin says 
the reason for this is because he’s actually seen 
everything he paints. 

The sixty seven year old painter and appren- 



The contest was adjudicated by Twaine Buf-1 f or life. 

Apprentice sculptor? 


North Star Native Art,Shows 

February 5, 

March 5, 

April2. 

1994 



“Yes,” smiles the aging Morin. “I’m just an 
apprentice. It’s only my second year at sculpting. 
It’s never too late to learn something new.” 
Charles Morin hails from the Athabasca i 


perspective of life that is otherwise unobtain¬ 
able,” he says. 

Morin is in remarkably good shape and could 
easily pass for a man twenty years younger. 
“Hard work and clean living is partly responsi- 


1 

Merry Christmas 


of the 

First Nations. 


It is a pleasure 

1 11727 Kingsway, Edmontoi 

1 Toll free Reservation number for ' 

l, Alberta-Ph. 452-7770 

Western tnnndn IS00-6M-»IM.t 



recently makes his home in Sherwood ble,” he claims. He admits to taking the o 
Park. And that’s only been the past three years, sional drink but says his respect for life and its 
Before that the sea was his home. He was bom intricacies has kept him physically able and 
in 1926 but says he feels like that was only mentally sound. 

yesterday. Now he wants to share his passion for life by 

“I’ve sailed the seven seas and the five great putting his thoughts and ideas on canvas, 
oceans and visited every continent on this “When I finish a painting and look at it I can 
earth,” says Morin, who describes himself as a relive that moment of my life," he says. “I don’t 
self-educated man with a passion for life and all have to return to India to know that the bengal 
its beauty. tiger is truly a magnificent beast nor do I have to 

Charles Morin spent more than forty years revisit Calcutta to know of its poverty and 
working as a merchant seaman and estimates hungry people. The seascapes I do can never 
he’s travelled more than two million miles truly portray the loneliness one feels after a 
onboard ships “as small as 30 feet and as large as couple of months at sea, but when I look at such 
Fife.” a piece it bring memories rushing through my 

From New York to Hong Kong and from body and it’s like I left there only yesterday.” 
Alaska to the Philippines, Morin was an able- Morin is currently negotiating with several 
bodied seaman — a job he says was very hard agents who have shown an avid interest in his 
work but with very great rewards. works. “I haven’t yet made any final decisions,” 

“To see the world over and over again is an he says, “and right now I’m making enough to 
experience every young man should have,” keep me happy.” 

claims Morin who adds that not once in all his Morin admits he has a hard time parting with 
travels did he experience more than trivial his creations. “Every time I sell one I’m selling 
problems with other cultures and races. part of myself. I could never have painted the 

Only the languages are different — every- piece had I not been there to witness the majesty 
where I’ve been men of the idea or the event, so yes, it is difficult—but 
are men and everyone it’s not as hard as it was ten years ago. And, what 
across this great earth the heck, I can always do another if the fancy 
only strives for one strikes me.” 

thing — preservation Charles Morin will be advertising a one man 
and progress.” show in Edmonton early in March. 


ART 



15505 Buena Yista Avenue, 

J White Rock, B.C. V4B 1Y9 or call 

9 (604)538-2707 • fax (604) 538-2707 
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Season’s greetings 



* Lakeside Rooms * Lake Cruises 

* ‘Mgn-smokjng Rooms 

* Restaurant * Lounge 

* Indoor Rook 
* Qift Shop & Art gallery 

* Convention facilities 

303 U.S. Hwy 93 E. Poison, Montana 
(406) 883-3636 1-800-882-6363 


Srst wishes 

to out friends and clients for the 
tHoliday Reason 

WAJAX 

INDUSTRIES LIMITED 


17604 -105 Avenue 
Edmonton 

Tel: Fax; 

(403) 483-6641 (403) 484-4378 


Haue a merry ChrlJtmar 
and a Happy (lew Vear 

mopie leap 

METAL INDUSTRIES LTD. 

Buyers of All Types of Scrap Metal, 
Batteries and Car Bodies 
On-site Car Crashing on Reserve 

4510 - 68 Ave., Edmonton, AB T6B 2P3 

(403)468-3951 or fax 465-9392 




WHAT’S NEW AT QUIPCO... 

• Snow Blowers * Snow Removal 853 Bobcat with large Snow Bucket 

* Ject-Air Ventilation Units 
* Frost Fighter 350,000 BTU Kerosene Heaters 
* More Canox Welding Supplies * TE74 Hammer Drills 
* Hilti Insulating Foam 

* Hilti CA3400 Subfloor Adhesive (works in freezing temperatures and on wet lumber) 

(403) 849-5006 or fox 849 6829 

FOR EQUIPMENT YOU TRUST 

300 Birch Road NE, Slave Lake, Alberta 



Wishing everyone o very A 
Merry Christmas and a ^ 


from 

COUNCIL 

Yorkton Tribal Council 

P. O, Box 790, Broadview, Saskatchewan SOG 0K0 
Phone: (306) 794-2170 
Education Centre 

Phone (306) 782-3644 Fax (306) 786-6264 
>n behalf of our district bands: Cote, Cowessess, Kahkewlstahaw, 
Keeseekoose, Key, Ocean Man, Saklmay 

111 1-800-667-7052 


TTTWTTTTWTTPTTTTTTTTTTTTTTnTTr 

May the joy of Christmas 

fill your hearts and homes with peace and love, from 

Sure West Consulting Services 


or PLANS 


GOOD, DETAILED 



Moose Factory 
First Nation 



May your hearts he open 
at Chrietmae so that the Circle 
of Love and Peace may grout, 

from 

Chief Ernest Beck, 
Councillors and Staff 


Box 190 • Moose Factory • Ontario POL 1W0 
Ph. (705) 658-4619 • Fax (705) 658-4734 


May fbe Goods Spirits guide and keep you safe 
this special holiday season... 

May yoa haoe a pHOspeROas New Yean, fnora 




CHIEF DENTON GEORGE 
COUNCIL AND BAND MEMBERS 

OCHAPOWACE 
INDIAN BAND 
No. 71 


P. 0. Box 550, Whitewood, Saskatchewan SOG 5C0 
Phone (306) 696-3160 Fax (306) 696-3146 



mm 





disking ijou Ik fipi/lit of Ctafmas. which is c Peace 
Tte Joy of Ctelmos. which is *3!ope, 
uW the. 'xiimt of Ctolsbnas which is S£oue 

Seasons Cjneefings to alt out 
■Jrlnoiriqinal ‘pAolie/is and Sisfeits 
8ldm and Cklldm. 
fiiom 

NATIVE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 
9 Melrose Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1Y 1T8 
Phone (613) 722-3033 Fax (613) 722-7687 
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The Canoe-Maker and the Mosquito 

Collected and Illustrated by James Ratt; Told by John E. Charles 

Long ago there lived a poor man who was very The tiny bloodsuckers caused the m 


unlucky at hunting and fishing. His family often his mind. He slapped at his body eveiywhere and 
went hungry. A medicine man had put a curse on killed thousands of them, but there were too 
him and he would never be a good provider again many and he soon gave up i 


One afternoon the man decided to make 
canoe. The canoe he had owned previously had 
mysteriously disappeared. Some of his neigh¬ 
bours said that someone had taken it and others 
thought it had floated away because he hadn’t 
secured it properly. The canoe-maker had just 
finished the frame of his new canoe very care¬ 
fully when he discovered that he did not have 
enough roots to tie on the rest of the birch bark. 


le-maker cried, “I have had enough 
torture, mosquitoes! You can take my life and 
feast on my body.” As he said this, he stripped off 





The canoe-maker finished digging for spruce 
roots and then returned to his village. After that 
day, he found that his hunting and fishing were 
more successful. Somehow, the giant mosquito 
had lifted the curse set upon him by the evil 
medicine m 


his clothing and threw it away. 

The mosquitoes covered his body and slowly 
sucked the life out of him. 


Just as he was close to death, the man heard a 
loud humming voice say, “Let this poor man 
alone. He has had trouble enough this far in his 
life.” 

Hearing these words, all the mosquitoes flew 


eyes and saw a huge insect hovering 


( May our Creator bless you with a clear sky and an open road: 
Wishing you all a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year, from 
from Chief Harold Turner, Councillors and Members of 



&randmplqifmt;mdoi 


GRAND RAPIDS 



MANITOBA ROC 1E0 


-your hearts be open at Christmas so that the 
circle of fove and peace may grow... 
fMpy you have a prosperous Q'Jew Kfarf 
Season's Greetings to Canada’s JJlrst (Rations. 


from 

Chief Johnson Kakum 
Council & Band Members 


LITTLE PINE 


BAND No. 116 




P. 0. Box 70 
Paynton, Saskatchewan 
SOM 2J0 


Tel: (306)398-4942 
Fax: (306) 398-2377 


/hay the UesslHfS oj health and 



• Dream Home or Cabin • Commercial Buildings 
urns • Churches • Easy to construct or we’ll do it for you 
kins on mobile homes welcome • Discount for cash sales 
• Call far our free information brochure 

(403) 892-2770 
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Art & Literature 


Native Art—Who Decides? 

by Peter Cole 

What does the adjective “Native” mean when it 
precedes the noun “art”? How is the idea of “art" 
changed when it is appended/affixed by the idea 
of “Native”? What do words have to do with 
transforming, translating, interpreting, facili¬ 
tating things Native and/or artistic into mean¬ 
ingful slices of consensual reality? Language- 
based reality. What is this Native/Art dance? 

For me, art is a way of life. Something to thank 
the Creator for. Whether the art is in the 
deliverance or the reception, in the actor or the 
audience, the producer or the spectator. The real 
art is the way of life, not in the perfection of 
technique and control. Art is neither measured 
in absolutes nor in relativ/iti/es. Art is other than 
the labels with which we fix it. Like a prayerful 
or meditative or contemplative existence, an 
artistic life is a path rather than an end. 

Art is doing — is a doing. Not just thinking 
about, planning, hypothesizing. It is sharing 
one’s voyage, communicating — with others, 
with self— the essence of one’s life and the living 
of it. 

Art is not theory. Art is not an it. Not object. 
Not subject. Art is a way of getting across, 
bringing into the world the inner vision, the 
internal weather systems. 

The word “Native” has to do with Inuit, 
Indians, and Metis — indigenous blood purity 
ranging from environs zero to a hundred percent. 
“Native” has to do with self-definition. How 
attached to the land do you feel, do you think — 
are — you? What kind of path is your spirit on? 
What cultural messages seep into you from your 
environment, from Nature, from your genes? 

There is at the same time a solidarity and non¬ 
solidarity among Native people in Canada with 
respect to who represents an/the “authentic” 
Native point of view. Including among Native 
artists and pseudo-Native artists and Native 
pseudo-artists. Make your own list. And in the 
comer: “That’s not art. That’s not Native. That’s 
not Native art?” 

There is no single Native vision in Canada, 




artistic or otherwise. I think of Carl Beam's May 
1 - August 2,1993 installation, Living in Mother 
Earth, at the London Regional Art and Historical 
Museums. Beam has created a wall made of 
adobe in the Contemporary Gallery. Using a 
cement mixer to mix earth and sand and a very 
small quantity of asphalt, Beam and his wife, 
Ann, and their daughter, Anong, using simple 
molds, spent the previous week making adobe 
bricks. Earth and sand were also the mortar. The 
bricks dried in the April sun. Got wet in the April 
rain. As well as producing an adobe structure, 
Beam wants to share a vision. He wants to 
encourage people to get away from the unneces¬ 
sary cutting down of our forests in order to build 
homes. His first installation was his own home 
on Manitoulin Island, which he and his family 
built last year. Of adobe. The principles of adobe 
construction are simple and aesthetically pleas¬ 
ing— and inexpensive. And practical. Adobe has 
been in use for thousands of years on this and 
other continents. It can be painted or stuccoed or 



Lei your Christmas Season be one of festive joy and peace 
from the management and staff of 

CREE-ATIONS WEAVING CO. 
KEHEWIN RESERVE 

Located: 2 kms off Hwy. 28 to the Kehewin Reserve Townsile 

Manufacturer’s Area Rugs 
Placemats, Runners and Saddle Pads 

In the Heart of Muriel Lake. Moose lake and Kehew in Lake 

Bonnyvillc, AB Call 1403) 826-4640 





9724 - 111 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5G OBI 

( 403 ) 479-8502 


otherwise finished. Beam used very little wood 
on his home — most of it on the inside. 

Jane Ash Poitras of Edmonton uses newspaper 
and magazine clippings in her art. Excerpts from 
the Indian Act . Younameit.Sheletsher children 
draw with chalk on her canvasses. She mixes 
Navajo and Cree/Chipewyan motifs. She does 
not stick to what her art professors at Yale told 
her to do in the 1980s and 70s. Her ideas come 
from her life, not from textbooks and the il fauts / 
faux experts. 

Daphne Odjig of British Columbia (nee 
Manitoulin Island) has been strongly influenced 
by Picasso and Matisse yet paints like neither. 
Her work often deals with Native stories (myths, 
legends). Sometimes there is a caricature look 
about her work, sometimes a mosaic one — 
sometimes her paintings look like stained glass 
windows. She uses circles and ovals and cres¬ 
cents. Often her figures have neither nose nor 
mouth nor eye. There is a strong feeling of 
geometry, of balance, a sense that the colours 
and shapes tell stories. Silhouettes and profiles 
are important ways of exploring for Odjig. 
Children and interactions with children are very 
important as well. So are fantastical figures and 
storytellers, caregivers. Forest and Nature, too, 
are well represented in her work. I think of 
Meares Island, 1985 which shows totems, ances¬ 
tors, prayer, and children with a background of 
clearcut trees — the British Columbia govern¬ 
ment’s attitude to the forests. Odjig also deals a 
lot with time passing — contrasting one genera¬ 
tion or age with another. 

Lindsay Dumas, a sculptor/ceramicist of 
Canmore, Alberta uses found objects: feathers, 
iron, and everything in between. HiB sculptures 
are powerful yet not hard. They don't float, but 
they don’t plod or sink. His installations deal 
with the four directions, the four elements, with 
connecting. He uses yin and yang symbolism. He 
Continued on Page 67 

yowi It oft*. M Q-(o 

in X/Ut tit iXnAjt loot A+J- ftMt 
tpow, Ifnm* 

custom mm crafts 

• EtA^t/ LtAXHtn ■Js'f'Tuli 

• HuhloMt 

• HCtti A+J. 


flUi+A UUtnX ElirA Stouten 

1306) W2-M10 (306) 3M-')‘tS1 
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Books for Kids 


Vox Song 

Written by Joseph Bruchac 
Illustrated by Paul Morin 
Oxford University Press 
32 pp Jacketed hardcover $17.95 
September 1993 
Review by Peter Cole 

Although Fox Song is recommended for ages 6 
to 10, it is a beautiful book, both text and 
illustrations, which everyone will enjoy. When I 
look at the book a second time, I am struck by 
how easily and completely the illustrator follows 
Bruchac’s story about Jamie, a young Native 
girl, and her Grama Bowman. 

The story begins with Jamie lying in her bed 



not wanting to open her eyes to a world where her 
great-grandmother is no longer alive. She lies 
there remembering her — their walks together 
in the forests and on the hillsides. Jamie thinks 
of what she learned from Grama Bowman and 
how much fun they had together. 

The fox which figures in the story is like Grama 
Bowman returning from the spirit world to check 
in on and comfort Jamie. It reconnects Jamie 
with a past they shared such a short time ago. 
The song to welcome the day which Grama 
taught Jamie is “an old Abenaki greeting song” 
the author explains — rather than a song owned 
by an individual. The song is a nice connection 


between spirit and body, showing how breath 
can combine with words to be a healing force. 

There is much beauty in word and image. Few 
words and simple brushstrokes relay so many 
good messages — a wonderful collaboration 
between text and image. 

Bruchac, of Abenaki and European heritage is 
a poet and storyteller living in New York state. 
Morin, orginally from Calgary, and a graduate of 
Grant MacEwan College, now lives in Ontario. 
He won the Governor General’s Award in 1991 
for his illustration of The Orphan Boy — text by 
Tololwa M. Mollel. Fox Song is a simple celebra¬ 
tion of feeling and thought. 


Sima 7 / Come Join Me 

A First Nations reader written and illustrated by 

First Nations people 

Text by Loroa Williams 

illustrations by Mary Longman 

Published by Pacific Educational Press Faculty 

of Education, UBC 

1991, 92pp, over-sized paperback 

Review by Peter Cole 

Sima7 is a storybook for children which chroni¬ 
cles four days in the life of a young Mohawk boy 
as he attends a youth gathering at Mount Currie, 
British Columbia, the land of the St’at’yemc. By 
following the boy’s journey of awakening the 
reader shares his adventures, his growing self- 
and other-awareness. The friends he makes are 
brought to life using either broad or subtle 
strokes. 

In her book Williams simply and clearly com¬ 
pares and contrasts Aboriginal cultures from 
many parts of Turtle Island. She talks about 
storytelling and fasting, about the sweat lodge 
and the sun dance and the sunrise ceremony, 
about slahal (the bone game), about the meaning 
and relevance of Coyote and other trickster 
figures, and about the significance of the indi¬ 
vidual’s name and the naming ceremony. 

She also writes about the importance of songs 
and prayers to Native people and how the 
Creator and creation are respected and hon- 

Sima7 instructs without being preachy, didac¬ 
tic, or overly simplistic. It is a good reference 



learning about indigenous cultures, especially in 
Canada. It is also a good story book -— interest¬ 
ing and engaging. Longman’s illustrations are 
colourful and simple but they are not of the 
consistent quality of Williams’ text. 

Reviewer’s note: The “7" in the title is not a “7” 
but in fact a linguistic symbol for a sound that 
doesn't exist in English. 


Best wishes for the Holiday Season 

and throughout 1994 nw 

People's Exchange 

★ Buy * Sell * Pawn * 

We buy Gold Jewellery 

8511-118 Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta Terry - Dar 

T5B 0S7 Phone: 479-5153 

%, .JgL. Jj) 

P. g .r (1)661-6292 

327-6718 .. 

fjj jJITj LaviifiipNijii^rfiMw Roland Cotton 

Allen's Dairy Freez Ltd. 

4411 - 50th AVENUE 
LLOYDMINSTER, SASKATCHEWAN 
• Phone Orders • Catering Enquiries 
1306) 825-3408 

High Prairie £\ 
^ Alberta it/ 

Phone: KTO 
| 523-2918 T « 

°> m 

1 1 

C Wishing 
you all a 

v) Merry Christmas 

fm 

TEENS TO 

LADIES 

FASHIONS 


Take a break. 

all year long 

THE CANYON 
CREEK HOTEL 

CONVENIttJCE STORE 

- WINTER LODGING 

Lake and Camping 
Services return in May 
RELAX WITH 
REFESHMENTS 

ON OUR 
LAKESIDE DECK 

V Merry Christmas to 

1 our dusts and our 

friends. Best in '94! 

Reservations 
0A A (403) 369-3784 

OPEN ALL YEAS 

Season s Greetings to all our Native friends and 

customers. Best wishes from the folks at 

Cut Knife IGA 

' Where 

Wln;m p*o P k 

Come first' 

• Groceries • Meat • Produce • Bakery • 

398 2244 Cut Sask. 

Box 549 SOM 0N0 
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We Were 9fot 
foe Savages 

A Micmac Perspective of the 
Collision of European 
and Aboriginal Civilizations 
by Daniel N. Paul 

Published by Nimbus Publishing Limited 

Like Stolen Continents by Ronald Wright, We Were 
1 Not The Savages presents the New World through 
Indian eyes. Daniel N. Paul has documented the 
shocking subjugation of the Micmac people through 
I five centuries of European and Aboriginal collision. 
I In spite of insurmountable odds and inferior 
I methods of warfare the Micmac of today have 
I survived through sheer tenacity as a courageous 
I people. 

Daniel N. Paul, quoting directly from original 
I historical documents, letters and diaries of British 
I conquerors, argues for a new interpretation of these 
I men not as historical heros we honour with place 
I names and holidays, but as leaders who attempted 

I unsuccessfullytoexterminatetheMicmaccivilzation. 

I “I would suggest,” said Paul, “to the armchair 
I historians who have decided to condemn my book as 
I rubbish that they will find that the information 
I contained in the book is taken directly from the 
I white man’s records, and not from my imagination.” 
I Daniel N. Paul was born in a small log cabin on an 
I Indian Reserve in Nova Scotia, the third youngest of 
I 14 children. He is Executive Director of the 
I Confederacy of Mainland Micmacs in Nova Scotia 
I and Publisher of the Micmac-Maliseet News. He 
I previously published articles including The Con- 
I frontation of Micmac European Civilizations. Paul 
I lives is Halifax. 

I For more information about this new book and 
I other Nimbus titles please phone Hilary Graham 
I (902) 455-4286, or write Nimbus Publishing Lim- 
I ited, 3731 Mackintosh Street, P.O. Box 9301, Sta- 
W tion A, Halifax NS, B3K5N5. 



< Rain flayer 


Story and pictures by David Wisniewski 
Clarion Books 1991 
Jacketed hard cover 32 pp. 
unpaginated $15.95 
Review by Peter Cole 

This story is the confrontation between Pik, 
a young Mayan boy and Chac, the rain god. 
Pik, tired of his society’s resignation to fate, 
particularly to the current drought, challenges 
Chac to a game of pok-a-tok. If Pik wins, he is 
forgiven for challenging the god and the 
drought will end with the rains. If he loses, he 
will become a frog and croak Chac’s name 
forever. 

His father, like everyone else, thinks the 
young man is very foolish for challenging a 
god, whose “colossal form dwarfed the tallest 
temples.” To help him, his father gives him 
three amulets: a jaguar tooth, aquetzal feather, 
and water from the sacred cenote. 

On the day of the challenge, Pik has as allies 
the jaguar, the quetzal, and the spirit of the 


sacred cenote. The old priest, acting as a 
referee, drops the ball and the game begins. 
Chac has whirlwinds and lightning bolts on 
his side, not to mention his size. 

As well as writing an engaging text, the 
author has gone to elaborate pains to beauti¬ 
fully illustrate the book. Using layout paper 
and tracing paper, he constructs cut-paper 
illustrations which he transfers to colored 
backing with carbon paper. These are then 
assembled with double-stick photo mount¬ 
ings and foam tape. The finished artwork is 
then photographed, each piece lit to give 
beautiful shadows. There is a magical three- 
dimensionality to the illustrations, making 
the book a delight to look at. 

Born in England, Wisniewski is not a First 
Nations artist. Nevertheless, he does a fine 
job in not only writing and illustrating Rain 
Player , but also explaining in an afterword 
some of the history of the Mayans and what 
kinds of liberties he has taken as an artist. As 
well, he describes in detail how he con¬ 
structed the painstakingly detailed cut-pa¬ 
per illustrations. 


May your hearts be open at Christmas 
so that the circle of love and peace may grow 

Mohawk Council of Kahnawake 


PEACE 

UNITY 

STRENGTH 

Tel. (514)632-7500 

Grand Chief Joseph Norton 
Chief Paul G. Deer 
Chief Tessie Goodleaf 
Chief Phillip R. Jacobs 
Chief Lindsay Le Borgne 
Chief Peggy Mayo 
Chief Alan Paul 


P. 0. Box 720 
Kahnawake, Quebec 
J0L1B0 
(OFFICE OF THE 
COUNCIL OF CHIEFS) 

Fax (514) 638-5958 


Chief Thomas Phillips 
Chief Davis Rice 
Chief Michael Sky 
Chief Billy Two Rivers 
Chief Richard White 



Wasagamack 
First Nation 


May your hearts be open at Christmas so that the 
Circle of Love and Peace may grow, 
from 

Chief Alfred McDougall 
Band Administrator Alex McDougall 
Councillors 

Johnny Harper, Jonas Harper, 

George Harper and Wilfred McDougall 

Administrative Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 12 noon • 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

c/o Wasagamack P.O., Wasagamack, Manitoba ROB 1Z0 
Phone (204) 457-2337 Fax (204) 457-2255 


Sioux Valley Dakota Nation 


P. 0. Box 28 

Griswold, Manitoba ROM OSO 


‘Wishing -you epeace, ‘Health antf ‘Happiness 
in this cjoyous Qeason antf throughout the year( 


Chief Robert Bone 
Councillors: 
Ivan Ironman 
Terry Pratt 
Dwayne Whitecioud 
Barbara Turenne 


Community Members - All Community Programs 



Smmn'n Greetings tn all the first Rations across Canada — 

Mag the Spirits guide you and kssp gnu soft thin holiday season... 
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A Salute to (he North 


Timber License 
protested 


Submitted by the Fort Simpson Dene 

On August 4th, 1993 the Fort Simpson Dene 
Council received a Timber License application 
for Anderson Mills to harvest in the Martin Hills 
area. The Band consulted with the families that 
harvest in this area and responded on August 
20th, 1993 to Renewable Resources protesting 
their concerns and objecting to the application. A 
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petition from the families was also sent to 
Renewable stating their objections to the Timber 
License. 

On November 23rd, 1993 Renewable Resources 
(three months after the Band had stated it’s 
objections — and with no further consultation 
with the Band — informed the Band by letter 
that they had decided to issue the Timber 
Cutting License. 

On November 3rd, 1993 the Band received the 
Land Use Permit Application N93W106 Woods 
Operation - Anderson Mills Ltd. - Martin Hills 
Area from Indian and Northern Affairs Canada. 

On November 23rd, 1993, at a Regular Council 
Meeting, over 20 family representatives at¬ 
tended and voiced their objection to the proposed 
logging operation. The families are concerned 
about the effects of the logging and of the access 
route on their harvesting activities, and on the 
wildlife in the area. Under Treaty 11, the 
families have the Aboriginal right to harvest 
without interference. 

The Band indicated to both D.I.A.N.D., to 
Renewable Resources—GNWT, and to Andersen 
Mills (and to Patterson) that a two week time 
period was required in order to better assess the 
project. In addition a list of questions to be sent 
to each group needed to be answered in order for 
the Band to better understand these applica- 



The questions have been sent to the groups. As 
of this date only Renewable Resource has re¬ 
sponded to our request for answers to the 
questions. Renewable has stated they will try 
their best to answer the questions and gave a 
date of December 10th, 1993 to respond. Neither 
D.I.A.N.D. nor Anderson Mills had replied to the 
request. 

On November 4th, Chief Norwegian wrote the 
Minister of Renewable Resources stating the 
Bands objection to the issuance of the Timber 
License. On December 3rd, 1993 a letter was 
received fom the Office of the Honourable Stephen 
Kakfwi stating the correspondence would be 
brought to the Minister’s attention as soon as 
possible. 

On November 26th, 1993, D.I.A.N.D. replied to 
the Band that they have invoked Section 25( l)(b) 
of the Territorial Land Use Regulations and that 


consideration to issuing the permit would not be 
given until the forty-second day from the appli¬ 
cation being December 5th, 1993. 

On November 30th, 1993 the Council and the 
representatives of various families met to dis¬ 
cuss this logging application. Oppositon to the 
project is still very evident. A Regular Council 
Meeting was recommended for the next day. 

On December 1st, 1993 Band Council Resolu¬ 
tion #46-93 was passed and signed. This BCR 
states that logging is not to occur in the Martin 
Hills area without the express permission of the 
extended familes who occupy the area. It further 
resolves to take legal action to ensure that the 
Aboriginal and treaty rights to harvest and hunt 
without interference is protected. 

On December 2nd, 1993 D.I.A.N.D. responds to 
the Band to indicate that it will not issue the land 
use permit until it can investigate further the 
environmental issue. D.I.A.N.D. also states it 
wants proof that interference of treaty rights to 
harvest is being contravened and that the Fidu¬ 
ciary Duty of the Crown would be breached by 
issuing the Land Use Permit. 

Saamba Deh Falls Territorial Park Masterplan 
At the Regular Council Meeting November 
Continued on page 65 
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Families appose logging in Martin Hills Area 



On August 4, the Fort Simpson Band Council 
received the Timber License Application for 
Anderson Mills to harvest in the Martin Hills 
area. The Band consulted with the families that 
harvest in the area, and responded August 20th 
to Renewable, stating their concerns and object¬ 
ing to the application. 

August to November 

Renewable never responded to the Band’s 
concerns, or consulted any further before the 
decision was made to approve the License. The 
Department only informed the Band of its 
decision on November 23rd, three months after 
the Band had stated its concerns, and on the 
same day the Band was to reply to the land use 
permit application from D.I.A.N.D. 

On November 3rd, the Band received the land 
se permit application from D.I.A.N.D., for 
review and comment by November 23rd. How¬ 
ever, very little detailed information is available. 
There are some discrepencies with the informa¬ 


tion in the Timber License application. The 
accompanying map shows harvest areas that 
extend from the Martin River to the Mackenzie 
Riven The Annual Operating Plan was onlv 
prtmded the evening of November 23rd. 

The Band Council consulted further with the 
familiesharvesting in and sharing food from the 
f re j' ,°y er twenty family representatives at- 
tended the Band Council Meeting November 
43rd. The Council invited Anderson and 
Patterson, D.I.A.N.D. and Renewable Resources 
to their meeting, and restated their objection to 
the proposal. 

The Band indicated that it needed a two week 
period to fully assess the proposal (Dec. 7th), if 
additional information were provided on a 
number of environmental and economic con¬ 
cerns, as well as details on the operation itself, 
these question have been forwarded to the 
operators, D.I.A.N.D., and Renewable. 
Traditional Use Of Area 
And Family Concerns 

The Tsetso and McPherson families harvest in 
the Martin Hills, Martin River area. They have 
traplines, travel routes, and a cabin in the area. 
Many more people benefit from their harvesing 
because they share food with other community 
members. Wildlife move through the area year 
round — moose, caribou, lynx, wolf, marten, 
beaver, wolverine. 

The families are concerned about the effect of 
the logging and the access route on their harvest¬ 
ing activities, and on the wildlife in the area. 
Under Treaty 11 they have the Aborigional right 
to hunt, fish, and trap on the lands in this region, 
and the right of non-interference with these 
.activities. As states in a petition from the 
families to Renewable Resources: “Martin Hills 
is and has been a traditional hunting and 
trapping area for years and we strongly feel that 
it is our Aboriginal right to protect our Hunting 
and Trapping areas.” 

Although the logging is supposed to contribute 
money and jobs, there are no details as to how 
much people affected by the operation would 
benefit—how long will the benefits last, who will 
they go to? The families are stating that their 
traditional economy of hunting and trapping 
must be considered, and that the forest has a 
value over and above the dollar value of the 
timber. 
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Environmental Concerns 

What is the effect of logging on wildlife and 
harvesting — both the cutting of the forest, the 
increased access, and the noise and activity of 
vehicles,people, equipment. 

Renewable has stated that logging clears old 
Continued on Page 66 
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Report to deal with 
radioactivity in the North 

by Kyan Edwards 

A report due early next year will deal with radioactivity along the 
historic Northern Uranium Transportation Network, known as the 
“Radium Line”. 

The report will indicate if radiation-contaminated soil will have to be 
removed from along the route, and if so, from where. 

The Radium Line was used from the 1930s till the early 1960s, to ship 
uranium ore from a mine on Great Bear Lake to southern destinations. 
Most of the ore was used for military purposes by the United States. 

From the Port Radium uranium mine, the ore was transported across 
Great Bear Lake, over to and then up the Mackenzie River, across Great 
Slave Lake, up the Slave River, through Fort Chipewyan, and then on to 
what later became Fort McMurray. 

During the transportation process, the ore had to be loaded and 
unloaded, and there was some loss of radioactive rock. News/North 
reports that shipping procedures were lax, and that according to the 
Northwest Territories Health department, shipping records “were not 
complete and accurate.” 

This past summer, a search was conducted by the Low-Level Radioactive 



)) hlay the circle of love and community grow this 
W holiday season and throughout the coming year, 
W from 

Chief Joe Rabesca, 

Band Manager John Ivey 
Appointed Elders Nick Black and Phillip Huskey 

Councillors • Violet Camsell-Blondin 
•Leon lafferty 
• Joe Mantla 

• Johnnie Weyallon 

• Tony Rabesca 

• Eddie Paul Rabesca 

• Charlie Rabesca 

• George Mckenzie 

• Rosa Mantla 

and Members of the 


December, 1993 Alberta Native News 

Waste Management Office, based in Ottawa. The survey and the to-be- 
released report are headed by a representative ofAtomic Energy of Canada 
Ltd. 

Greg Athron, an environmental health officer with the Hay River public 
health office, assisted in last summer’s search. He told News/North that 
the material that was shipped was not refined, but “just rock that has a 
high uranium content. The material is radioactive, and when you hear the 
term radioactive, people get excited, but only if you lived right on top of it 
would there be a problem.” While some of the sites that were surveyed 
during the summer showed radiation levels described as moderately high, 
Athron was quoted as saying “it really isn’t dangerous at all.” As well, the 
NWT health department was quoted as stating that the “elevated” 
radiation levels found “are within the range found ... where uranium 
deposits occur naturally.” 

The investigation stems from a query originating with the Fort Franklin 
Dene Band, regarding the potential for radioactive contamination on one 
of the ships that was used to transport the ore. The query was made in 1991 
by the Inuvik Health Unit, to the federal government. 


Air charter services meet needs 

by Del Sty 

At Four Seasons Air Charter they’ve had to scramble to live up to their 

“It can be very slow in winter,” said Stan Perka, president of the fledgling 
air charter service, a family operation running out of Cooking Lake, 
Alberta. “We’re a young organization. Customarily we are gearing up in 
the spring but we are prospecting hard for work in the winter these days.” 
They received their air charter license in March 1992. 

“My son Mark Perka is chief pilot and operations manager, and Shane 
Perka, my other son, is commercial pilot. Then we have a couple of fliers, 
one of whom has 25 years northern flying experience, and the other is a 
commercial pilot. 

“We all work at other jobs in addition to running the company. We keep 
expenses down by operating out of my home and by computerizing the 
administration. We are accessible to our clients on a 24 hour basis. The 
cellular phone is on 24 hours a day, seven days a week.” 

Stan Perka said the majority of charter companies in Canada make their 
bread and butter with the twin engine services. “Nobody besides us is 
solely single engine charter. This helps us to deliver a better price for our 
clients. Substantial costs are eliminated. 

“We were successful in getting a standing order to supply charter service 
to the Department of Supply and Services Canada, a contract that will run 
from April 1993 to September 1994. I believe our ability to deliver cost- 
efficient service really helped us when we bid that contract. Obviously our 
pricing is favourable and highly competitive. 

“We can lease out for as low as $63 an hour.” 

They are licensed to fly anywhere in North America. Most of their flying 
has been around Edmonton and to the north. “We’ve had leases flying 
around Yellowknife on prospecting jobs. We’ve leased the float plane (a 
Cessna 185) to gold prospectors.” 

That float plane is more expensive, billing at $189.00 an hour plus fuel. 
Their competitors will lease for $250.00. 

“We would be genuinely interested in gaining work with the Native 
Bands, especially the likes of the cariboo hunters. We have one pilot with 
extensive flying experience during spring thaw in the far north. I know 
Natives are well-equipped in terms of land transportation, but flying is 
still a necessity in northern transportation.” 

Mark Perka, chief pilot at Four Seasons Air Charter, used to fly from Fort 
Chipweyan, Alberta. Using a Cessna 206 he became familiar in 1992 with 
a lot of communities in and around Fort Chipweyan and Stony Rapids. 

“The aviation is fairly flat right now.” said Stan Perka. “I hope Canadian 
aviators will soon come to realize that single engine air transport is safe, 
economical, and sensible. Its much less costly, it does the job, and certainly 
the reliability of these aircraft has grown over the years. 

Mark said, “The forestry department uses helicopters to do the moose 
count. That costs us taxpayers $750.00 an hour.” 

Continued on Page 58 
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John Amagoalik Nominated 
to Head Nunavut Commission 

by Ryan Edwards 

John Amagoalik, an Inuk, has been nominated 
to head the Nunavut Implementation Commis¬ 
sion. The ten-member commission has the task 
of overseeing the creation of the Nunavut terri- 

Amagoalik had been a negotiator in the Inuit 
land claim that called for the creation of Nunavut 

Amagoalik’s nomination has halted the nomi¬ 
nation of Iqaluit MLA Dennis Patterson to head 
the commission. Following the October 25th 
federal election, Nunatsiaq MP Jack Anawak 
| had questioned Patterson’s nomination, saying 
| that an Inuk should be appointed. 

Anawak was quoted by News/North as saying 
that “The person heading up the transition 
period should understand the culture and the 
people. (Amagoalik) was instrumental in push¬ 
ing the idea of Nunavut when it started...” 

Last summer, Amagoalik had declined the 
nomination, and Patterson was endorsed by 
Inuit leaders. 

After Amagoalik was recently approached 
with another offer by the Nunavut Tunngavik 
Inc. and MLAs from the Eastern Arctic, he 
accepted. It is expected that Amagoalik’s ap¬ 
proval by the federal government’s cabinet will 
be a formality. 

Dennis Patterson, a former NWT government 
leader, was quoted as saying that he was not 
bitter about the change in the nomination, “I 
wish John well. Although I was preparing myself 
for the possibility, I am relieved someone with 
John’s experience has been chosen.” 



Who DOCidOS? Continued from Page 51 


characters from Native storytelling and 
from his intuition, his imagination. His MFA is 
from Ireland. 

Those people represent a tiny cross-section of 
the visual artists. There is Kashtin, Bufty Ste.- 
Mane, Winston Wuttunee, Charlie Hill, 
Shingoose (musicians, performers), John Kim 
Bell (conductor, musician), Tantoo Cardinal, 
Floyd Favel and Margot Kane (directors, ac¬ 
tors), Daniel David Moses, Jeanette Armstrong, 
Thomas King, Miles Morisseau, and Thomson 
Highway (poets, novelists, editors, playwrights), 
and thousands more who are developing, explor¬ 
ing, trying, doing. There are the totem and canoe 
and mask carvers, the pipe makers, the 
screenwriters, the makers of mocassins, ribbon 
shirts, Metis sashes, the tanners of hides, and 
the storytellers. I can only mention a few of the 


names. Behind each name is a person is a story 
is a unique vision. A Native vision. A personal 
vision. 

What 1 have learned/been taught/picked up/ 
assumed is that art for Native people is sacred. It 
is a gift. It is a communication, a holding 
together, a way of sharing. There is no separa¬ 
tion between culture and art. My people (Coast 
Salish of British Columbia) have always cel¬ 
ebrated our lives — all life —through dance, 
song, prayer, ceremony, ritual. We make masks 
and totem poles and salmon rattles, 90-foot 
canoes. We sing songs of praise and thanks and 
grief and joy. We celebrate. That is what art is. 
Whether the celebration is of joy or of sorrow. 

Peter Cole is a Coast Salish/Celtic artist 
currently dividing his time between Edmonton, 
Alberta, London, Ontario, and coastal British 
Columbia working on a collection of poetry, short 
fiction, and a television play for CBC. 
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U.S. Proposal Includes Re-Aiming Nuclear Missiles at Arctic Ocean 


by Dale Stelter 
The Canadian government, and northerners 
such as the Inuit, want more details about a 
proposal being considered by the United States, 
involving re-aiming nuclear missiles at sites in 
open seas such as the Arctic Ocean. 

The U.S. is considering changing the aim of the 
missiles away from military bases and missile 
silos in Russia, to the other targets. The Ameri¬ 
cans feel the plan would reduce the danger from 
accidental launchings of the missiles. 

A press aide for Prime Minster Jean Chretien 
said that the Canadian foreign affairs ministry 
does not know the specifics regarding possible 
Arctic target sites, but is continuing to make 
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inquiries. 

The U.S. nuclear missiles have primary and 
reserve targets. Under the new plan, the pri¬ 
mary targets would become the open sea targets, 
and the Russian military sites would remain as 
reserve targets. An official from the U.S. told the 
media that it would take about 15 minutes to 
switch the aim of the missiles back to the 
Russian military targets. 

Kirt Ejesiak, a communications officer with 
the Inuit Tapirisat of Canada, told the Vancou¬ 
ver Sun and Reuter news service that even an 
accidental nuclear explosion in the Arctic would 
have a devastating environmental effect. He was 
quoted as saying, “We have families and commu¬ 
nities and a way of life that would be drastically 
affected by this crazy idea. We’re all across the 
Arctic in Canada, Alaska, Greenland and Rus¬ 
sia. This should not be taken lightly.” The Inuit 
Tapirisat represents 35,000 Inuit in Canada. 

The same two media sources indicate that an 
unidentified American general who is involved 
in the planning of the idea told the New York 
Times that “If somehow a missile is launched 
accidentally, the idea is that it would come down 
in the Arctic or North Atlantic, and our main 
worry would be maybe hitting a bunch of 
whales.” 



Air charter 

Continued from Page 56 


And Stan added, “I don’t know how rapidly 
things are changing within government, but you 
could do that job in a single engine Cessna, the 
“high-wing” model, at a considerable savings to 
everybody.” 

Somewhere between economical and expen¬ 
sive lies Executive Airlines, of Edmonton, offer¬ 
ing greater flexibility in going places, at higher 
altitudes above the rough weather, in pressu¬ 
rized cabin comfort. 

Matthew Jackson, operations manager for the 
airline, and one of the flyers, explained that 
international meterological association regula¬ 
tions do not allow single engine aircraft to fly in 
inclement weather conditions. 

“We fly the Cessna 421 ($2.60 per mile), the 
Piper Seminole ($1.85 per mile), and the Aero 
Commander 685 ($2.60 per mile). 

“Originally we flew scheduled service from 
Edmonton to Cold Lake, Alberta. Our current 
operation involves flight training and northern 
charter work. We fly regularly to Fort McMurray, 
Garden River, Watson Lake, Yukon, and 
Yellowknife, NWT.” 

Brian Porta is founder and president of the 
company and a flier. The company also employs 
two other pilots, and administration to run and 
market the company’s services. They are proving 
that there is a demand for light, pressurized 
aircraft services in Alberta. 


“We got started when Porta saw an opportu¬ 
nity in 1992 to supply a scheduled service after 
Time Air abandoned the Cold Lake route,” 
Jackson explained. 

“We’re not as fast as a KingAir, so, for instance, 
from High Level to Edmonton that plane will | 
beat us by ten minutes. Butwebeatourcompeti- 
tors in price by $1,500.00 and there’s no sacrifice 
in comfort. Basically, comfort and speed are 
about the same between our aircraft and a 
KingAir.” 

The main difference is noise, because the pis- i 
ton propellor engine is louder than the turbo 
propellor engine. 

“To a business executive in Alberta, here in 
1993, where money is the bottom-line concern, I 
think the demand for our service is readily ap¬ 
parent.” 

Currently, Executive Airlines flies for a variety 
of private sector, public sector clients and hospi¬ 


tals. 


For your information below are the addresses 
and phone numbers for charter services from the 
aforementioned companies to northern or other 
destinations: 

Four Seasons Air Charter, (speak to Mark 
Perka, Operations Manager) at telephone (403) 
467 2945 or write to the following address: 110 
Village Downs, Sherwood Park AB T8A 4L6,. 

Executive Airlines, (speak to Matthew Jackson, 
Operations Manager) at telephone (403) 451 
1695, or write to the following address: Building 
45,145 Airport Road, Edmonton AB. 
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Phone (403) 874-2324 Phone (403) 920-4005 

Fax (403) 874-6866 Fax (403) 8738796 


MarehalmgFaolity 
Ern:rr.cn. AB 
21421. Ill Avenue N.W Montreal, Quebec. 

Phone (403) 447-3686 (Contact 

Fax (403) 447-3247 Edmonton Office) 


^ the t ISprtfiem ‘Rights < J)ance (grightty over ”l8u and ^Surs ^ 

j_this Christmas Season and throughout the <^e\v ”lear y* 
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- - ^cmuer, iy»a 

M „^™llT n !f!L^ [ R w ,® ceives Fundin 9 for Resource Management 

receive $200,000 from the Department of Indian t” ° ur ®? d ,.',. Nun f vu ^ Tunngavik will(continue projects related to the sustainable use 


Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated (NTT1 ™ii f ® - 

receive $200,000 from the Department of Indian tosu^ort' Tu ? ngavi ' t "ill continue projects related to the sustainable use £ 
Affairs and Northern Development (DIAND) to frtf,™ ” l j? lunds ° f opportunities in the management of renewable resources in 
implement a resource management planning dentrfNTT ameS Eetoolook ' actin « Pres >- NWT. CRMP projects enable participating coi 
process for the West Kitikmeot. The funding is NTI has .. , , . munities to protect their environment whi 

provided through the Community Resource Man- process forX ^^ oommumty-based p anning developing economic opportunities based ■ 
agement Program (CRMP), part of the Arctic to be involv!^ !re{p ? n t thl <»* will allow local people local renewable resources. 

Environment Strategy (AES) 10 be revolved m all stages of the plan s develop- 

The funding is intended to assist the communi ° f , the 0Ver J al I' re 8 ion al process, the - 

ties of the West Kitikmeot in develop ' £Hunters and Trappers Association 

renewable resource management plan that pro- d f,? 0 ; 000 l dev j elo P a manage- 

tects the environment while ensuring sustain Thte* P ,° Vlc , tona Island caribou herd, 
able use of local resources. g m ' Tlus pro J act involve local hunters in deter- 

“I fully support this type of initiative for Z'^h' g distribution and movement of the 
Nunavut communities. It tea healthyeono^e ‘ th * extent of the harvest ' 

J^olonmentnnnori„oif„«,„ t -,! , y economic The Community Resource Management Pro- 


Kinehiyawan che? 

Cree Language Lesson 

by Trudy Merasty 

Singular 

Plural 

person 

lyino 

people 

lyinowak 

child 

awasis 

children 

awasisak 

man 

napiw 

men 

napiwak 

woman 

Iskwiw 

woman 

iskwiwak 

dog 

afim 

dogs 

ahmak 

cal 

posts 

cafs 

posisak 

fox 

mahkisis 

fox(es) 

mahkisisak 

frog 

ayikls 

frog(s) 

ayikisak 

rabbi! 

wapoose 

rabbils 

wapoosak 

duck 

sisip 

ducks 

sisipak 

bird 

plhisis 

birdts) 

pihisisisak 

mouse 

apakosis 

mice 

apakosisak 

fish 

kinosiw 

fish 

kinosiwak 

house 

waskahikan 

houses 

waskahlkanak 

rock 

aslni 

rocks 

asmiak 

. island 

sakhikan 

islands 

sakhikanak 

book 

masinakan 

books 

masasinakak 

chair 

filapowin 

chairs 

lifapowmak 


May the Great Spirit 

bring hope and jay 
tfiie holiday aea&an 

NORTHERN LIGHTS 

Restaurant and Gas Bar 
10 Clean Modem Rooms with Cable TV 
For the finest food and service 
stop in or call us today 

UaLoche Avenue, La Loche, SK 



May the gifts of health anb pRospemty 
gnace the Ffust Nations 



BACKHOE SERVICES • PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION 
• 24 HOUR SERVICE 


916 - 8 St N.W., Slave Lake, AB 


849-3865 




May the Great Spirit guide your footsteps 
in the pathways of peace and prosperity 
this holiday season and in the year to come 
■from the Staff and Management at 

UW BUSINESS PRODUCTS 

A Subsidiary of NWT Metis Development Corporation 

Ph. (403) 873-5880 Fax (403) 873-4115 
Toll Free 1-800-661-0816 


#1 Panda Centre, 4905 - 48 Street, Yellowknife 



• Klondlker Tavern 

• Dancing Nightly 

• Modem Restaurant 


KLONDIKER HOTEL 489-1906 


468*5211 


We take this opportunity to extend our best wishes to 
Canada's First Nations for a very 
Merry Christmas Season 



Fort Frantdin, Fort Good Hope and Wrigley, N.W T 


• Wheels • £ 

Telephone: 588-4141 





THE COMMANDING OFFICER 
AND 

R.C.M.P. MEMBERS OF 
X DIVISION 
WISH TO SEND 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
AND BEST WISHES 
FOR THE NEW YEAR 
TO ALL THE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE 



Ass'i. Comm. W.B. Eaton 
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News Briefs 


Elderly man wants claim settled 

In 1876, in the wake of Custer’s last stand, there were 5,000 American 
Sioux crossing the border into Canada. The Canadian government gave 
refuge to Sitting Bull and his people, but it refused to provide any other 
help. If not for Jean-Louis Legare of Willow Bunch, Saskatchewan, who 
owned a trading post at Wood Mountain and who supplied the Sioux with 
flour and tea, Sitting Bull’s people would have died of starvation. 
Historians now claim that Legare’s intervention almost certainly 
averted conflict and disaster. 

Legare is believed to have contributed some $40,000 to the Sioux and 
yet he was compensated with only $2,000 from the Canadian government 
and $5,000 from the American government. It was Legare who led 
Sitting Bull and the Sioux back to their homeland. Now his family seeks 
compensation. 

Although the family has not realized a dollar figure, they have 
indicated their desire to see a trust fund established for the education of 
Legare's descendants. 

A family member said that since the Saskatchewan Legislature 
honoured Jean-Louis for his compasion in dealing with the Sioux, the 
issue of compensation has taken on new meaning. 

“We have a legitimate claim — money due to Grandpa,” said 81 year old 
Ed Legare. “When 1 see these (Indian land claim settlements) it makes 
me kind of mad.” The Legare family claim dates back 110 years. “The 
Legare family are not troublesome people,” said Ed Legare. “We are 
asking for the money in a good way." 

Gambling decision soon 

A decision is expected by Christmas on the issue of gambling in 
Saskatchewan, said Eldon Lautermilch, representing the Saskatchewan 
Liquor and Gambling Authority. There’s speculation that if permanent 
gambling licenses are approved the cities of Saskatoon and Regina will 
benefit. Rumours are circulating that Regina’s vacant Via Rail train 
station, located across the street from the Remai Ramada Convention 
Centre in downtown Regina, would be ideal for a casino. Saskatoon’s 
Economic Development Authority is apparently drawing plans for a $20 



million convention centre and casino, including retail and government 
facilities. 

Indian Bands around the province have expressed interest in owning 
and operating gaming facilities. The Sas katchewa n government has 
a policy that any casino 
venture must have the 
participation of Aborigi¬ 
nal groups, and this 
policy will adhere to any 
future permanent li¬ 
censing. 

“There’s been no 
amendments to that 
policy. And at this point 
I certainly don’t see any 
need to change the part¬ 
nership arrangement 
that we’ve proposed,” 
said Lautermilch. 

Native leader meets minister 

Ron George, president of the Native Council of Canada, emerged 
from a meeting with the new Liberal Indian Affairs minister, Ron 
Irwin, on Nov. 30th, to say that he had died and gone to heaven. 

“It looks like they’re hitting the ground running on their Red Book 
(the Liberal publication of party initiatives and promises) in consulta¬ 
tion with us and I’m quite pleased with that,” he said. 

“The idea,” continued George, “of the (formal agenda) is to start 
working on problems right away. We’ve had boxcar loads of 
consultations and he’s aware of that.” 

George represents more that 500,000 Natives living off reserves and 
he secured a promise from Irwin to hold twice-monthly meetings with 
the Native Council as well as a similar set-up for Inuit people and 
Natives living on reserves. Irwin, a former lawyer for Native groups, 
indicated that he wished to see a formal agenda of issues at hand, and 
would direct to which federal ministers these issues should be 
addressed. 

Among the promises outlined in the Liberal Red Book was a 
committment to the recognition of self-government as a constitutional 
right of Natives. George is among many Native leaders who believe 
that self-government is the way to achieve social and economic 
stability for Native people. 


$ 


Ron Twerdochllb • Manger 
Highway 26 West Entrance 
Box 3970, Spruce Grove, AB T7X 3B2 
Tel: 962-2929, 962-6099 Fax 962-6768 


HI VALLEY MOTOR INN 


• COMMERICAL CONTRACT RATES 



Valleyview, Alberta T0H3N0 


bbfctbt tVishing you a happy, healthy 
OOOSSfl and safe holiday season, from MOOaa 

MILLRIDGE BUILDERS LTD. 


205 - Caribou Trail N.W. „ , , 

Slave Lake _ _ Exclusive OealeMo 

TO02A. ^ 

-g ^ 849 - 3677 _ mm. c Window§ ' 



10589 - 108 STHEET PARTS i REPAIRS ■ 

EDMONTON, AB T6H 2X5 PUMPS & PARTS | 

TEL: (408) 428-8430 WATER CONDITIONERS Z 

F»X: (403) 428-8842 WELDERS' PASTS i SUPPUES I 


pump 




We stock; 

• Burks • Roth • Astral • Fulton • Aurora • Omega • Hawk 

• Magikist • General • Hypro and many other brands 

Specializing in Condensate Return , Hi Pressure 
Washers & Hydrostatic test equipment 

Sales & Service 9604 - 60 Ave. 

PHONE (403) 430-9359 Fax (403) 437-0550 
EDMONTON, AB T6E 0C1 


Let your Christmas 
Season 'Be One Of 
festive Joy and (Peace 

INTERLAKE RESERVES 
W~ TRIBAL COUNCIL INC. 


Kt-Wi-Ci-Ti-Min Development Corp. 


finance and Administration ♦ Economic Development 
Education •» Health & Social Services ♦ Housing 
Harmony and Restoration Centre 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chief Raymond Swan — Chairman 
Chief Edward Anderson ♦ Chief Louis Stevenson 
Chief Hector Shorting ♦ Chief David E. Traverse 
Chief Leonard Stagg 

MEMBER FIRST NATIONS 
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Unique trial 
held in Manitoba 

by Morris Ennis 

Mag the Creator guide ae 
to utiedam and peace 

PtMuBS GfflGEGB 

&c© nasDroaBB 


For all your lumber and hardware needs 

Make sure you talk with us first 
for the service you deserve 


t X 


Waite Avenue, Buffalo Narrows, SK 

(300 235-4446 



Trek n!caI Auto Repair LtcI. 

• Collision Repair Specialists • All Insurance Claims 
• Quality Frame Straightening 
• Licensed Mechanic • Auto Body Technician 


6120- 76 Ave., Edmonton, AB T6B 0A6 466-9907 



BEACH CORNER ESSO 


FULL SERVICE BAYS 
& WAND WASH 

Hwy. 16, Stony Plain. AB 963-2003 



HOBBEMA AUTO CENTRES GAS BAR 

THatf itOtf ifau matuf 

and fvtaafitxlU) U (At yen t (o came 


AUTO REPAIRS 

(403) 585-2520 

HWY. 2A, HOBBEMA, ALBERTA 
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Before the settlers brought their own brand of 
justice to Canada’s shores the country’s Aborigi¬ 
nal people had their own ways to mete out 

In a unique, but not original ceremony held 
recently in Manitoba, once again Aboriginal 
justice prevailed. The cases were centred around 
a 38 year old man and his 34 year old wife—both 
whom had pleaded guilty to incest. 

They were sentenced to three year terms of 
supervised probation by one of the provinces 
largest ever healing circles. 

It marked the first time in over a century that 
the community of Hollow Water had conducted 
such a healing circle for deciding the fate of the 
guilty. 

The trial began after provincial court judge 
Murray Sinclair smoked an offering of tobacco to 
open the proceedings. 

Organizer Berma Bushie said that “having a 
sentencing circle was always our wish but there 
were so many unknowns. I know it was a real 


struggle for people like the Crown and I deeply 
appreciate it. I don’t have the words to describe 
how I feel right now.” 

The sentence for the incest charges that were 
brought forth could call for a five year prison 
term—depending on circumstances. Pleas from 
the community, where the couple has been 
attending healing circle rituals for the past year, 
played an important role in the sentencing of the 
two defendants. 

Crown Attorney George DeMoissac said even 
though he thought the crimes “were horrendous” 
he recommended that the couple not go to jail. 

“If we were sentencing these people using 
(usual) methods, we would be looking at a five 
year sentence — minimum,” said DeMoissac. 

However, he added, “We’re not using those 
methods though, and this is where there might 
be a crack of light coming through the door.” 

Similar healing circle sentencing has also 
taken place in Kimberly, B.C., Saskatoon, Sas¬ 
katchewan and the Northwest Territories. 


CHOICE #1 by Martha Boskoyous 

Tears flowed from my eyes ' 

When I held my son for the first time alone 

not because of the pain or love but. 

For my little bundle of joy was a true papoose 
so soft and brown and beautiful black hair and cute dark brown 

The tears flow like rain 

Because my son will have to fight prejudice every step of his 
life. 

The pain I carried for being an Indian 
will now be on his shoulders. 

If I could stop this from happening I would. 

But all I could do is hold him tight when he cries and try to 
teach him to be better than the rest. 

I can only hope that he has an easier life, 
but the prejudices will always be there. 

As I hold my son I must make up my mind, will I raise 
my son to be like a white man or should I head on down that old 
Indian trail of war & hate. 

How do I choose one above the other? 

My tears are many now as I sit and cry 
My pain in choice is so great. 

My cry is so loud. I cannot make a noise. 

Forgive me my son if I choose wrong. ~ 

For it is out of love that I choose. *p 



barber, 


HOUSTWESLTB 


10358 - 65 Avenue/ P. O. Box 4069 
Edmonton, Alberta Canada T6E 4S8 
Tel. (403)434-1441 Fax (403) 435-8552 


Seasons Greetings from Dean & Staff at 

Eastman Backhoe Service 


Beaver Valiev 

Steaming 


Beaverlodge, AB 354-2270 

Backhoe Work For: 

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial 


May the Great Spirit guide our footsteps 
in the path of wisdom and peace 



The Management and Staff of 

vegreville 

Ford Mercury 


Makwa Hotel 

Makwa, Saskatchewn 

(306) 236-4022 


‘ and vehicle financing needs 

1-800-263-3673 


Call Terry Baron or Grant Miller 
(Res.) 632-2797 (Res.) 632-4695 jj 

For FREE Credit Checks 

Vegreville Ford Mercury 

6106 - 50th Avenue, Vegreville, AB 
Call, Visitor Fax 632-3152 
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Geronimo 

An American Legend 

‘At times it seemed we were chasing a spirit 
more than a man.- 2nd Lt. Britton Daris 
On September 5,1886 a news flash was heard 
throughout the United States: the Apache leader 
Geronimo had surrendered for the final time 
near Fort Bowie, Arizona. Accompanying 
Geronimo at the time of his surrender were 
fifteen men, eleven women, and six children The 
Army had deployed 5,000 regular troops — one- 
fourth of its entire force — to bring in Geronimo 
Columbia Pictures presents the epic story of 
Geronimo, starring Jason Patric, Robert Duvall 
Gene Hackman, and Wes Studi as Geronimo’ 
The film is directed by Walter Hill from a 
screenplay by John Milius and Larry Gross 
based on a story by John Milius. The film is 
produced by Walter Hill and Neil Canton with 
Michael S. Glick serving as executive producer 
and unit production manager. 

Focusing on the final months of the U.S. 
Army’s Geronimo campaign of 1885-86, the fiim 
tells the stoiy of the events leading to the 
surrender of the legendary Apache Geronimo. It 
chronicles Geronimo’s steadfast determination 
to battle the U.S. Government’s advance west¬ 
ward and their relocation of the Apache from 
their homeland. Ultimately, his is a fight to 
prevent the death of a nation’s spirit. 

Jason Patric (“Rush,” “After Dark, My Sweet,” 
“The Beast”) plays U.S. Cavalry Lieutenant 
Charles Gatewood, a man largely overlooked in 
the annals of American history despite his 
courageous efforts to negotiate Geronimo’s final 
surrender. Robert Duvall (“Falling Down,” “Lone¬ 
some Dove,” “Tender Mercies,” “The Godfather”) 
portrays A1 Sieber, the chief of scouts who spent 
years tracking Geronimo. Gene Hackman, re¬ 
cently honored with the Academy Award® for 
Best Supporting Actor for “Unforgiven,” plays 
Brigadier General George Crook. 

As the legendary Apache warrior Geronimo, 
Wes Studi portrays his most visible role to date. 
Last year, Studi won acclaim for his powerful 
performance as the vengeful Magua in “The Last 
of the Mohicans.” 

Bom and raised in Nofire Hollow, Oklahoma, 
s a member of the Cherokee Nation, Studi also 
appeared as The Toughest, a fierce Pawnee 
warrior, in Kevin Costner’s Academy Award¬ 
winning “Dances with Wolves.” 

On television, Studi appeared in the ABC 
telefilm “Longarm” and was featured in the CBS 
summer series “Ned Blessing: Return to Plum 
Creek.” On stage, he has been involved with 
numerous productions at the American Indian 
Theatre Company and has performed his one- 
man show, “Coyote Chews His Own Tale,” in 
various venues throughout the years. 

The film Geronimo also features Rodney A. 
Grant portraying Mangus, a member of 
Geronimo’s band. Bom and raised on the Omaha 


Peace on 

__ Barth 

F AIEER'S LIVE 

COUNTRY 

. CABARET 

UKMuac • Thufs.Frt.Sal 

F'ooOmc.leswn. 1 AT LEDUC INN Ltd. 

5705- 50 ST. LE0UC 

986-6550 


Tribal reservation, Grant won recogniton for his 
performance as Wind In His Hair in “Dances 
With Wolves.” Additional feature projects in¬ 
clude “Lovers Standing on the Edge," “Broken 
Documents," and “War Party.” Television credits 
include several mini-series and telefilms, among 
them, “Genghis Khan,” “Lakota Moon” and “Son 
of the Morning Star.” 

Steve Reevis plays the Apache scout Chato, 
hired by the U.S. Army to help track Geronimo. 
Amember of the Blackfeet tribe, Reevis was born 
and raised near Browning, Montana. An experi¬ 
enced horseman, Reevis first landed a small part 
in the 1989 film “War Party” before being hired 
to play a warrior in “Dances With Wolves.” 

Internationally recognized as a master of 
action-oriented films, producer/director Walter 
Hill’s credits include “The Long Riders.” “48 
HRS ,” “The Warriors,” and most recently “Tres¬ 
pass." Producer Neil Canton, who collaborated 
with Hill on “Trespass,” is perhaps best known 
for having produced the “Back to the Future” 
movies. Completing the talented behind-the- 
scenes team are long-time Hill collaborators 
editor Freeman Davies and costume designer 
Daniel Moore. Lloyd Ahern (“Trespass") is the 
director of photography, and production design 
is by Joe Alves (“Jaws,” “Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind.”) 

Columbia Pictures and the film’s producers 
have taken a number of unprecedented steps to 
ensure that Native Americans are substantively 
involved in the production of this film. Notable 
among these is the involvement of Sonny 
Skyhawk (Sioux) as consultant, Michael Darrow 
(Apache) as technical advisor and Michael 
Minjarez (Apache) as Apache dialect consultant 
for the film. 

Mr. Skyhawk is the founder of Native Ameri¬ 


can Indians in Film, an advocacy and consulting 
organization dedicated to improving the image, 
portrayal and persona of the American Indian in 
the mediums of film and television. Mr. Darrow 
is the tribal historian for the Chiricahua Apache. 
Mr. Minjarez was born and raised on the White 
Mountain Apache reservation in Whiteriver, 
Arizona. 


Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! 

DISCOUNT 
^ FURNITURE 

Quality * Used • Furniture • and • Affordable • Prices 


IS - 50 St., Wetaskiwm, Alberta 

(403)552-5151 
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Economic Development 



Solutions in the North * 

£ 

/ 1 


The vast territory of northern Ontario is dotted 
with isolated communities that nevertheless 
seek to progress. The individuals who make up 
these communities, many of them Native, seek 
the qualifications they need to bring progress 
into their communities. 

Les Wills, Northern Training and Consulting 
Services, has spent years traversing the vast 
territory around Sioux Lookout, Ontario to 
deliver a specialized form of training to isolated 
communities whose individuals have the initia¬ 
tive to build. 

“The thing we don’t want to sound like is that fa. 
—experts at everything. 



trades: plui wr _ 

“We have always developed programs that 
train people to be able to train others. Presently 
work out of Sioux Lookout and it’s been good 
is. There are 23 Bands due north of us and 
highest priority has been to deliver the 


training with ‘canned’ programs,” explained training they need and want . Especially the 


Wills. “No program is conceived before an honest water 


e water projects that involve the 


needs assessment is done first. We design the f eder al government.” 
program after that. Because of the federal involvement they have 

Sometimes we base the training on facilities designed programs that are transferable to any 
scale-modelling then go in and fit the delivery to prov j n cial jurisdiction, 
the setting. B ut in aH situations the traming will The primaiy objective ofNTAC management is 

match abihtyleveU. to deliver practical programs. “If education is a 

NTACs training committment involves e • . - • . - 

method established during fourteen years in thf 


handicap,” Wills explained, “we will adapt the 

, . ----- - training to use show and tell methods, far from 

business. Throughout the process of deliver- academic but it gets the training delivered to 

critiqued^for peop i e w ho are motivated to learn.” 

°'" t ° ' Discussing training programs like the water- 

n( . „__... - , , waste water management training, he said the 

Often m concert with.a community founded best way to deliver it ’ ’ ’ ’ 

mirmflcp NTAn mvpq mhmiA •. 


program, the courses 
material content, presentation, and suitability 
of the instructors. 


NORTH AMERICAN 

J- T FUR AUCTIONS TORONTO • NEW YORK -L ^ 

AUCTION SALE DATES 1993 - 199 

4 

1 February 14-23 

1 LAST RECEIVING DATE FOR WILD FUR 

1 WPG-TOR -JANUARY 17 

1 OTHER DEPOTS -JANUARY 13 

1 General Sale of all Wild Furs 

1 Ranch Mink, Ranch Fox 

1 May 9 -17 

■ LAST RECEIVING DATE FOR WILD FUR 

■ WPG-TOR -APRIL 11 

■ OTHER DEPOTS -APRIL 6 

■ General Sale of all Wild Furs 

U Ranch Mink, Ranch Fox 

September/October 

DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED 

General Sale of all Furs 

1 ALL DATES AND ARTICLES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 


^ jscasaiS/M i 

lw n he teachers - they are learning to operate. 

TnYpf; A y , “We are able to decide learning procedures as 
NTAC has delivered we g0 along. We record the sessions to provide 
training programs for training con tj nu ity by leaving behind the leam- 
Pr °" lng materiaIs - Plus we have a referral service 
grams to^ equip com- that is never-ending. In fact, we field 14 calls a 


mumty development week on this referral service.” 
rjr S W Pr0 fr S *2 Their reputation has spread. “Ninety percent 
develop life skills and of our instruct ion goes to Native people. We 
C8 - e ! IT' , employ Native intructors.. A good example of 

d , ell , ver how we think, we set up our business in Souix 
g m the te . c . hni " Lookout, which is a community at least fifty per 
cal areas especially m cent Native. We approach eveiy training con- 
the northern commu- tract with the idea that we are there to | erve 

, f0r lnStan t ce ' that we are accountable to the Chief and council. 

W f l We are there to meet their specific needs. We go 
a .. P lant so far as to live in the community where we train, 
operators, training for We fit into the community.” 
erTfZ« eq n'l,', P c T nt ? P ' For further information about Northern Train¬ 

ed follow^n^ “ g and Consultin g Services flexible training 
rivf neonT; who wo ; P rograms - Phone Les Wills at (807) 737-3271, or 
nto th f rZZ T write NTAC - Ste 4 ' 76 Front Street, Box 66, 

into the construction Sioux Lookout ON, POV 2T0. 


Tel: (403) 667-7091 
cto Hie North West Co. 


Tel: (306) 236*6937 Tel (819) 379-8022 


115 Bneswick Steel 


6SSkyv*y Avenue 


Wayne S Marlene Sharpe 
*5,S9SOngmanRo«J 
Prince George. B.C. 


ctoOonHomcaslle 
Box 102 
Chelan. Sask 

Tel: (306) 278-3166 


Tet (416) 675-9320 

oo The North WesiCe 
440 WyM Sheet 
Norfli Bay. Ontario 
P1B1ZS 

Teh (705) 472*6940 


Teh (709) 634-7152 
do Chre lethmoge 


Teh (709) 8964)438 


R. L. Hanson 



Construction Limited 


SERVING THE EASTERN ARCTIC SINCE 1982 
• FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

PH: (819) 979-6004 OR 979-5868 
FAX: (819) 979-4873 


AUTOMOTIVE 
' Preventative Maintenance 
and Auto Repairs 


• Authorized Warranty 
Service on all Cars and 
Trucks lor GMC, Ford 
AMC Suzuki and Toyota 


• Sea Lite Delivery 

* Earth Moving Equipment 
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Mega-bingo controversy tyD .„ k „„ c „ u 

Band hekTarTunlicen^ed MegaA letter of intent to build a $20 million casino 
ber 4th with prizes of up to $25,000 The RPMP j ,, een Slgned b X 1116 Kamloops Indian Band 
were there to monitor the operation and to ^ Va ^ TOaver stock Promoter Murray Pezim, a 
gather evidence on video tape. The rmJi, th ^ 1 . stlIT ed controversy over whether 

not yet decided whether to lay charges but Band Nat ,* ve Bands sbould se ek outside backing for 
la wyer Dennis Coates believes that a courtbattle „ 

would be long and drawn out. . see bmg0 and casino operations as a way 

“You’re into pretty sophisticated arguments ™ money for our community," said Band 
over the sovereignty of Natives ” he said *m.) unciBor Shane Gottfriedson who heads the 
will probably end up in the Supreme Court of 3®” ? * “T Go l ttfriedson organized a 
Canada.” preme uourt of marathon bingo earher this year which earned 

The Kamloops Indian Band is following the ^-auh^ 38 ’ 000 ' 
lead from dozens of success stories in the United , k that mon , ey went back ln to the community 
States where Bands have opened wisinosand ^d.eT 8 P8rk ’ 8 P ? yground ‘ a " d to fuad 
bingo operations. One Band hi M?stk River aducatl °n programs. If we can provide revenue 
Minnesota went from 90 per cent unemployed to WWleTeri^ha P ,? 0ple Sh t° Uld b ® bappy '' 
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The Kamloops Indian Band is but one of ^out MrTe^'r ? pti ™ stic - “I don ’t know 
severM B.C. Bands thirsting for that kind of 

I ve dealt with Murray a number of times and 
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he’s straight up.” 

Pezim has plans for casinos on Indian land in 
Kamloops, Pemberton, North Vancouver, and 
Prince George. "The Indians have a right to put 
gambling in,” he said. ‘They’ve exercised that 
right in the U.S.” 

Colin Campbell, a criminologist from Simon 
Fraser University, takes the position that Na¬ 
tives should remain autonomous in their casino 
ventures, and they should avoid business links 
with outside, non-Native investors like Pezim. 

"I’d rather see Natives doing this on their own 
than see them controlled by people who have 
only mercenary interests,” he said. 

Meanwhile the community of Kamloops ap¬ 
pears to be split on the issue of gaming, with 
some residents believing that the Band should 
have full jurisdiction to open bingos and casinos, 
while others believe that such a move would take 
away funds from local charities, which depend on 
bingo revenues. Whatever the result, one thing 
is certain, and that is that gaming is a growing 
issue, not shrinking. (All quotes taken from The 
Province, Dec. 5, 1993). 


Timber 

Continued From Page 54 

23rd, 1993 Cheri Kemp-Kinnear, Regional Tour¬ 
ism Officer, Department of Economic Develop¬ 
ment and Tourism, and Karen LeGresley, Avens 
Associates, made a presentation regarding the 
development at the Saamba Deh Falls Park on 
the Trout River. Members of the Cazon family 
were in attendence and questioned the develop- 

At the workshop meeting on November 30th, 
1993 members of the Cazon family spoke to the 
Council regarding the consultation process of 
this development. They are of the opinion that 
proper consultation never took place and are 
concerned regarding development in this area. 
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Burial sites and spiritual places in this area have 
not been identified in the proposal. Proper 
consultation must take place before develop¬ 
ment can go ahead. 

On December 1st, 1993 at a Regular Council 
Meeting, BCR #47-93 was passed and signed. 
This BCR states that a Management Committee 
comprised of representativesofthe Cazon familes 
and any affected members of the Trout Lake 
Band be implemented and that any development 
proposals for the Trout River area must receive 
approval from the Management Committee of 
the extended families. It further resolved to seek 
legal action if the Federal and Territorial govern¬ 
ments do not recognise the authority of the Dene 
Band members to exert control over their tradi¬ 
tional land base. 
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Alberta Native News 


Conference Ratifies Native Control of Energy 


Indian First Nations with oil and gas resources 
on their land have ratified the concept of a First 
Nation Oil and Gas Authority. 
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The decision was made at the 1993 Annual Oil 
and Gas Chiefs Conference, held at the Mayfield 
Inn, Edmonton, on Thursday, November 18. 

The keynote speaker at the Conference was 
Canada’s new Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development, Ron Irwin. In his lunch¬ 
eon address the Minster expressed support for 
the concept of such a Board or Authority as being 
“entirely appropriate.” 

“It reflects your determination to move for¬ 
ward toward Indian control and management of 
oil and gas resources on Indian lands in that vital 
sector of the Canadian economy,” the Minister 
said, adding that the Indian Oil and Gas Board 
“could be an important step towards longer term 
transfer of full management control of responsi¬ 
bility to the First Nations — a goal to which we 
are committed — a model for developing other 
Native initiatives.” 

The Indian Energy Corporation is chaired by 
Joe Dion, himself a former Chief and also past 
president of the Indian Association of Alberta. “I 
want to repeat that our overall .objective is the 
full management and control of First Nation oil 
and gas interests by First Nations themselves,” 
Dion told the Chiefs who attended the Annual 
Meeting. 

“The Oil and Gas Authority proposal we are 
presenting to you at this Annual Meeting is a 
means to achieve this goal and to do so over a 
period of three years or sooner.” 

The proposal was put to a vote at the meeting 
and endorsed almost unanimously by Chiefs and 
Delegates present. The meeting also ratified a 
list of proposed Directors who will work on the 
establishment of the Authority. These Directors 
will negotiate with the federal government on 


the powers of the Authority and the terms of the 
Agreement between the Indian Energy Corpora¬ 
tion and Ottawa. The Directors will report back 
to the Indian Chiefs at the next Annual Oil and 
Gas Conference to be held a year from now. 

The Conference theme waslndian Power2000. 
The theme reflects a growing movement by First 
Nations to assume control over and to manage 
the oil and gas resources on their own lands. 

One of the primary objectives for the new First 
Nation Oil and Gas Authority will be to oversee 
the operations of the present government-con¬ 
trolled Indian Oil arid Gas Canada (IOGC), 
which has its headquarters in Calgary. 

This was the Third Annual Conference con¬ 
ducted by the all-Indian Energy Corporation, 
with representation from 108 Indian Bands 
across Canada which have oil and gas production 
or potential on their lands. It was actually the 
fifth Conference of its kind, the first having been 
occasioned by the organization of an Indian Oil 
and Gas Task Force in 1986, followed by the 
formation of the Indian Resource Council, which 
led in turn to the establishment of the Indian 
Energy Corporation. 

Each of the earlier annual conferences fea¬ 
tured progressive deliberation of the issue of 
Indian Nations controlling their own destiny in 
the energy sector. This is in keeping with a 
national trend to encourage local control, and to 
strengthen the hands of local government, rather 
than perpetuate the traditional national and 
international control. 

“Simply maintaining the status quoits not good 
enough,” Dion says. “We must move forward into 
the next century, and the Chiefs at this Confer¬ 
ence have voiced their approval.” 


Families oppose logging Continued From Page 55 


growth and provides new browse for moose. Is 
there a problem with the area as moose habitat 
now? One trapper stated he had seen five moose 
in there. 

How long before wildife are attracted back to 
the area? 

What studies have been done about the effect of 
logging on wildlife? Have the Dene people been 
consulted for their traditional knowledge of the 
effect of clearing forest on the wildlife? 

What is the effect of logging on the forest as a 
whole. The old growth forest being removed is a 
valuable part of the ecosystem. 

What is the effect on the permafrost, soils, 
groundwater, surface water? How will the 
predicted early snow melt affect these parts of 
the ecosystem? How will potential impacts of the 
Martin River crossing be mitigated? 

What is the likelihood of success of replanting 
in this area? What experience is there with 
replanting under these conditions? How long 
before the forest regrows? 

How will the impacts of the increased access to 
the Martin Hills, Martin River area be miti¬ 
gated? Additional people coming into the area 
for recreational activities and sport hunting 
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could affect the traditional harvesting. 

How will the impacts on the site be mitigated 
through restoration? There have been concerns 
raised in the past with restoration efforts at Four 
Mile and near Jean Marie. What will be done 
differently here? 

What environmental assessment is being done 
by the government departments? What options 
were considered before the decision was made to 
approve the operation? Other locations? Alter¬ 
native harvest methods? Other types of equip¬ 
ment? What are the longer term development 
plans? 

Economic Concerns 

Renewable Resources and Patterson have 
stated that the operation would bring in $1.5 
million per year and provide 20 to 30 jobs. How 
will the money be spent? Will it all be spent 
locally? What are the long term economic 
benefits? 

Are they 20 to 30 new jobs? How will the hiring 
be done? What skills are required for these jobs? 
What training will be available? 

How does the decision to approve the Timber 
License take into account the value of the 
traditional economy of hunting and trapping? 


Wishing you a happy, healthy 
andpeaceful holiday seasonI 
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Native-Owned Generating Station to Be Built 

T,HSt month, officials of the Tnhltan Mat,™ __;_, • ._, , _ . . 


Last month, officials of the Tahltan Nation 
Development Corporation (TNDC) signed an 
agreement with B.C. Hydro to initiate construc¬ 
tion of a three megawatt hydro electric generat¬ 
ing station at Hluey Lake, 16 kilometres north¬ 
east of the town of Dease Lake. The capital 
cost of the independent power project (IPP) is 
estimated to be in excess of $12-million. Hydro 
will purchase electricity from the plant to supply 
the utility’s customers in the northern commu¬ 
nity. 

The project evolved as a result of a competitive 
tendering process during which the TNDC pro¬ 
posal was subject to intensive review. The 
process was initiated by hydro's desire to reduce 
the operating losses incurred by the utility in 
running its existing diesel generating station at 
Dease lake to provide electricity to the commu¬ 
nity. 

With assistance from the Stothert Group in 
Vancouver, TNDC will engineer, finance, con¬ 
struct, own and operate the new generating 

TNDC is a wholly-owned private B.C. Aborigi¬ 
nal company comprised of the Tahltan Tribal 
Council, Iskut Band, and Tahltan Band, with 
headquarters in Dease Lake. The company’s 
housing division is involved in building and 
residential construction and renovation activi¬ 
ties, its construction division (Spatsizi Construc¬ 
tion) has considerable experience in several 
aspects of road building and road maintenance. 

“We are proud of our business and trading 
heritage,” said TNDC president Jerry Asp. “This 


project is a good example of how we can utilize 
both our skills and our land to lay a cornerstone 
that will serve as an economic base for the 
Tahltan Nation.” 

As a result of the agreement, social and 
economic benefits are expected to accrue to the 
Dease Lake area commencing in 1994 during 
project construction and continuing long after 
electricity delivery has commenced. In-service 
date for the plant is targeted for the winter of 
1995-96. 

Hydro will offer training opportunities to 
TNDC for education of the operating staff. 

Hydro’s Chief Executive Officer Marc Eliesen 
noted, “First and foremost, the agreement repre¬ 
sents a sound business deal for both B.C. Hydro 
and TNDC. In addition, the switch from diesel 
generation to electricity production from a re¬ 
newable hydro resource,” he said, “provides 
environmental benefits that go beyond the purely 
commercial aspects of the project. These objec¬ 
tives are consistent with Hydro’s mission and 
operating objectives.” 

The agreement also provides an expansion 
option which could eventually double the capac¬ 
ity of the powerhouse to supply the communities 
of Eddontenajon (Iskut) and Telegraph Creek. 
Expansion is predicted on the successful demon¬ 
stration of electricity supply from the Dease 
Lake project over a two-year period and is 
dependent upon Hydro’s policy at the time. 
Should the option be exercised, there will be even 
greater opportunities for economic development 
over a wider area. 




Native Rights 
a critical issue 

by Morris Ennis 

“Prominent Native leader and spokesperson for 
Women's rights, Muriel Stanley-Venne, says the 
“Alberta Human Rights commission does not 
have the confidence of the average Aboriginal 

5 Stanley-Venne made these comments and 
further criticized the commission during a recent 
noon hour ceremony to mark the 45th anniver¬ 
sary of the day the United Nations adopted the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights — a 
standard for which all countries to act upon. 

As one of the commission’s first members, the 
former president of the Women of the Metis 
Nations, said changes she pushed for during the 
early 1970’s have still not been adopted. 

Chief commissioner of Alberta’s Human Rights 
branch, Jack O’Neill, said Stanley-Venne’s com¬ 
ments did not surprise him and agreed that the 
Commission hasn’t been as accessible as it could 
be to Aboriginal concerns .Hesaidthattheentire 
country must address the issues of Native people 
and deal with the shortcomings in policies 
regarding Aboriginal concerns. 

Stanley-Venne says changes must be made to 



ensure that the commission is made more ac¬ 
countable to the legislature. She feels the answer 
lies in installing an Aboriginal human rights 
tribunal. 

O’Neill said his review of the commission, 
already underway, should be concluded by April. 
Public hearings and presentations will take 
place during the last two weeks of February. 
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